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Jimmuy Lai. File

HONG KONG

First witness
testifiesagainst
media tycoon Lai

THE FIRST prosecution
witness to testify in a
landmark national secu-
rity case against Hong
Kong media tycoon Jim-
my Lai said on Wedn-
esday he had been instr-
ucted by Lai to call
people to join protestsin
2019 and draw the atten-
tion of western democ-
racies. The witness,
Cheung Kim-hung, said
Lai believed a proposed
law that would allow
people in Hong Kong to
be sent to China to face
trial in courts controlled
by the Communist Party
would be used to crack-
down on the territory’s
democracy and free-
doms. The bill was later
withdrawn by the gov-
ernment. REUTERS

THAILAND
Pro-reform
lawyer gets
morejail time

ATHAI court sentenced a
jailed activist lawyer to
four years in prison on
Wednesday for royal in-
sults from a 2021 social
media post, his lawyer
said, inone of the country's
high profile lese-majeste
cases. Human Rights
lawyer Arnon Nampa, 39,
has been serving a four-
year sentence since last
September aftera criminal
court found him guilty
over remarks about the
monarchy ataspeech dur-
ing a 2020 rally. The sen-
tences will run consecu-
tively, so he will serve eight
years, local media said.

Wednesday's verdictis the
second of 14 cases against
Arnon. REUTERS

SOUTH KOREA
Sanctions over
N Koreaarms
programme

SOUTH KOREA has sanc-
tioned two individuals,
three entities and 11 ships
linked to North Korea’s nu-
clear and missile pro-
grammes, its foreign min-
istry said Wednesday.
Faced with drawn-out gri-
dlock at the UN, Seoul has
turned to slapping sanc-
tions on Pyongyang inde-
pendently or together
with Washington and
Tokyo, seeking to squeeze
its sources of funding.
Wednesday's action came
days after North Korea
fired a new intermediate
range, solid-fuel hyper-
sonic missile, which Seoul
and the US condemned as
aserious violation of UNSC
resolutions. REUTERS

COLOMBO

Lanka arrests
18 more Indian
fishermen

THE SRI Lankan Navy ar-
rested 18 Indian fishermen
and seized their trawlers
for allegedly poaching in
theisland nation’s waters,
a statement said Wedne-
sday, in the third incident
this month. The fishermen
were arrested, and their
two trawlers seized
Tuesday off the coast of
Mannar in the northeast,
the SriLanka Navy saidina
release. The 18 fishermen
will be handed over to the
Talaimannar Fisheries
Inspector, it said. PTI

TWO BASES OF BALOCH GROUP TARGETED BY MISSILES, DRONES

Pak warns of consequences as Iran

strikes terror bases in Balochistan

‘Blatant breach’: Pak

recalls Iran envoy,
suspends key meets

Member of Iran’s
Revolutionary
Guards killed in
Pak: State media

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 17

PAKISTAN ON Wednesday
warned Iran of "serious conse-
quences" after Tehran launched
an unprecedented missile and
drone strikes on terrorist bases
of a Sunni militant group in the
restive Balochistan province,
which killed two children and
injured three others.

Islamabad also summoned
the Iranian charge d'affaires tothe
foreign ministry and issued a
strongly-worded condemnation
ofIran's "violation of its airspace”,
the Foreign Office said.

Tehran has repeatedly
warned that the Jaish al-Adl mil-
itant group is using Pakistani soil
in the border town of Panjgur in
Balochistan to launch terror at-
tacks on Iranian security forces.

"Pakistan vehemently protests
the violation of its sovereignty,”
the Foreign Office said, adding it
was "completely unacceptable”
and may have "serious conse-
quences".

Pak election
body warns of
poll delay due
to dispute over
party symbols

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 17

PAKISTAN'S ELECTION commis-
sion has warned that the general
elections may have to be delayed
ifthe process of changing electoral
symbols does not stop, asserting
that it could not keep making al-
terations with the February 8 polls
justaround the corner.

The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP)said ina statement
on Tuesday that after the allot-
ment of the election symbols, po-
litical actors are “having them
changed through various forums”,
the Dawn newspaper reported.

Asserting that despite having
issued repeated instructions to
relevant authorities that election
symbols should remain un-
changed once the printing starts,
the ECP said that if the trend of
changing the election symbols
did not stop, there would be no
other option but to postpone the
polls in such constituencies.

“If the process of changing
the election symbols continues
in the same way, thereis a fear of
election delay because the ballot
papers will have to be reprinted,
for which time is already limited,
and on the other hand, the spe-
cial paper available for the ballot
papers will also be lost,” the ECP
statement said.

The electoral watchdog said
that following the allotment of
election symbols, it had already
ordered the printing of ballot pa-
pers to the three printing corpo-
rations, and the printing work had
commenced. According to The
Express Tribune newspaper, the
ECP's statement came in response
to the requests made by parties.

AFGHANISTAN
PAKISTAN
% Balochistan
Iranian Foreign Minister =
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian n PANTGUR A
(left) with Pak caretaker PM 4 :
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar in
Davos,Tuesday. X/lranObserver0
3
Iran’s unprecedented

EXPLAINED

move, China’s dilemma

CHINA WEDNESDAY asked Pakistan and Iran to show re-
straint and avoid actions that could escalate tensions. It is a pi-
quant situation for China as Pakistan is an all-weather ally,
but Tehran has recently warmed up to Beijing enabling it to
expand its West Asia influence. China also imports Iran’s oil .
Faltering ties between Kabul’s Taliban and Pakistan also both-
ers Beijing as it has granted diplomatic recognition to Taliban.

Strongly condemning the
Iranian strike, major political par-
tieson Wednesday said after India
and Afghanistan, the serious de-
terioration of relations with Iran
is "worrisome" and speaks vol-
umes about the country's "failed”
foreign and defence policies.

Meanwhile, a member of
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards was
shot dead in the country's south-
eastern Sistan-Baluchestan
province that borders Pakistan
and Afghanistan, the official Iran’s
IRNA reported on Wednesday.

WITHREUTERS INPUTS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 17

PAKISTAN WEDNESDAY recalled
its ambassador to Iran and sus-
pended all high-level planned
bilateral visits in the coming
days, hours after Tehran’s un-
precedented strikes on what it
said were terrorist bases of a
Sunni militant group in the
restive Balochistan province.
Foreign Office spokesperson
Mumtaz Baloch in a statement
read out to the media also said
that the Iranian Ambassador to
Pakistan whois currently visiting
Iran may not return to Islamabad
for the time being. Pakistan also
reserves the right to retaliate to
the provocation by Iran, she said.
"We have also informed them
(Iran) that Pakistan has decided
torecall itsambassador fromIran
and that the Iranian Ambassador
toPakistan,now onavisit tolran,
may not return for the time be-
ing. We have also decided to sus-
pend all high-level visits which

Russian missiles hit Ukraine
apartments, 1n]ure 17 civilians

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV, JANUARY 17

RUSSIA FIRED two missiles at
Kharkiv during the night, hitting
apartment buildings and a med-
ical center and injuring 17 people
in the city in northeastern
Ukraine, officials said Wednesday,
inMoscow's latest strikes on civil-
ian areas in the war.

The S-300 missiles landed af-
ter dark Tuesday, Kharkiv re-
gional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov
said on Telegram.

Normally surface-to-air mis-
siles, the S-300s have been
adapted by Russia to hit targetson
the ground and are cheaper to
make than ballistic or cruise mis-
siles. However, they have a shorter
range, analysts say.

Both sides are looking to re-
plenish their weapons stockpiles
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After a Russian strike in central Kharkiv on Wednesday. Reuters

as fighting along the 1,500-kilo-
meter front line is largely bogged
downduring winter and the war's
focus turns to long-range missile,
drone and artillery strikes.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has been

making a diplomatic push for
Kyiv's Western allies to keep sup-
plying weaponry. He recently vis-
ited the three Baltic countries and
on Tuesday attended the World
Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland.

BANNERS READ ‘NAZIS,NO THANKYOU,  ‘IT FEELS LIKE 1933’

Germans protest after far-right
meeting on deportatlon plan

REUTERS
BERLIN, JANUARY 17

PROTESTS AGAINST the far-right
Alternative for Germany party are
gaining momentum in the wake
of a report that two senior party
members joined ameeting todis-
cuss plans for the mass deporta-
tion of citizens of foreign origin.
While the party has long
railed against immigrants, the
proposals for "unassimilated cit-
izens" to be deported to "a model
state in north Africa”, reported
by outlet Correctiv, have struck a
nerve in Germany. Some have

Abanner at the protestin
Cologne on Tuesday. Reuters

compared them to the Nazis' ini-
tial plan to deport European Jews
to Madagascar.

"The line has long since been
crossed,” protester Stephan
Kalsh said at a demonstrationin
Cologne on Tuesday evening.

It was the latest in a wave of
protests around the country that
have attracted tens of thousands
since the story broke last week.
Some have beenattended by high-
ranking officials like Chancellor
Olaf Scholz.

The AfD, which s polling sec-
ond in nationwide surveys, has
denied the plans are party policy.

The reports of the plans have
drawn widespread condemna-
tion from political and security
leaders.

UNDERSTAND ACTIONS
IN SELF-DEFENCE: INDIA

New Delhi: In respone to
queries by media, India’s
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said: “Thisis amatter between
Iran and Pakistan. Insofar as
Indiais concerned, we havean
uncompromising position of
zerotolerance towards terror-
ism. We understand actions
that countries take in their self
defense.” ENS

were ongoing or were planned
between Pakistan and Iran in
coming days,” Baloch said.

"This illegal act is completely
unacceptable and has nojustifica-
tion whatsoever. Pakistan reserves
the right to respond to this illegal
act. The responsibility for the con-
sequences will lie squarely with
Iran,” Baloch said, adding that
Pakistan has conveyed this mes-
sage to the [ranian Government.

Kremlin says
N Korea ties
growing in all
areas including
‘sensitive’ ones

REUTERS
MOSCOW, JANUARY 17

RUSSIA IS developing its rela-
tions with North Korea in all ar-
eas, including "sensitive" ones,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Wednesday.

North Korea's foreign minister
Choe Son Hui lauded comradely
ties with Russia on Tuesday and
then held rare talks in the Kremlin
with President Vladimir Putin,
who hasbeeninvited by Kim Jong
Un to visit the reclusive nuclear-
armed country. Asked about the
talks in Moscow, Peskov said the
situation on the Korean peninsula
was discussed, but that the main
focus was on developing relations.

"The Democratic People's
Republic of Korea is our very im-
portant partner, and we are fo-
cused on the further develop-
mentof our relationsin all areas,
including in sensitive areas,"”
Peskov told reporters.

Putin has deepened ties with
North Korea since sending troops
into Ukraine in 2022, and the US
and its allies have condemned
what they say have been signifi-
cant North Korean missile deliv-
eries to Russia to help its war.

North Korean Foreign
minister Choe Son Hui (right)
with Vladimir Putin. Reuters

OFFICIALS SAY TOTAL POPULATION DROPPED BY 2.08 MILLION IN 2023 To 1.409 BILLION

China’s population drops for second year, with record low birth rate

REUTERS
HONG KONG, JANUARY 17

CHINA'S POPULATION fell for a
second consecutive yearin 2023,
as arecord low birth rate and a
wave of COVID-19 deaths when
strict lockdowns ended acceler-
ated a downturn that will have
profound long-term effects on
the economy's growth potential.

The National Bureau of
Statistics said the total number
of people in China dropped by
2.08 million, or 0.15%, to 1.409
billion in 2023. That was well
above the population decline of
850,000 in 2022, which had
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been the first since 1961 during
the Great Famine of the Mao
Zedong era.

China experienced adramatic
nationwide COVID surge early last
year after three years of tight
screening and quarantine meas-
ures kept the virus largely con-
tained until authorities abruptly
lifted curbs in December 2022.

Total deaths last year rose
6.6% to 11.1 million, with the
death rate reaching the highest
level since 1974 during the
Cultural Revolution. New births
fell 5.7% to 9.02 million and the
birth rate was a record low 6.39
births per 1,000 people, down
fromarate of 6.77 births in 2022.
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Births in the country have been plummeting for decades as a
result of the one-child policy. Reuters

Births in the country have
been plummeting for decades as
a result of the one-child policy
implemented from 1980 to 2015
and its rapid urbanisation dur-
ing that period.

As with earlier economic
booms in Japan and South Korea,
large populations moved from
China's rural farms into cities,
where having children is more
expensive.

Japan's birth rate was 6.3 per
1,000 people in 2022, while
South Korea's rate was 4.9.

"As we have observed again
and again from other low fertil-
ity countries, fertility decline is
often very difficult to reverse,”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Houthi missiles hit

Greek-owned ship,
US strikes back

Nine Palestinians killed in Israel’s
airstrikes in West Bank, say medics

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JAN 16

THE U.S. military carried out new
strikes in Yemen on Tuesday
against anti-ship ballistic missiles
in a Houthi-controlled part of the
countryasamissile strucka Greek-
owned vessel in the Red Sea.

Attacks by the Iran-allied
Houthi militia on shipsin the re-
gion since November have af-
fected companies and alarmed
major powers - an escalation of
Israel's war with Palestinian
Hamas militants in Gaza.

A Malta-flagged, Greek-
owned bulk carrier was struck by
amissile while northboundin the
Red Sea 76 nautical miles north-
west of the Yemeni port of Saleef,
a security firm and two Greek
shipping ministry sources said.

Yemen's Houthis carried out
the attack on the ship, the Zografia,
using naval missiles, the group's
spokesperson Yahya Sarea.

Meanwhile, Israeli air strikes
killed nine Palestinians in two
areas of the occupied West Bank
on Wednesday, medics said, and
the Israeli military described at
least five of the dead as militants
suspected of planning imminent
attack. An air strike on a car in
Balata, near the northern West
Bank city of Nablus, killed five
members of a local cell of mili-
tants that planned a large-scale
attack on Israelis, the military
said in a statement. Hours later,

Displaced Gazans wait for
food in Rafah, south Gaza,
on Wednesday. Reuters

an air strike in the central West
Bank city of Tulkarm killed four
Palestinians, medics said.

US Senate rejects
resolution on rights
breaches by Israel

The US Senate on Tuesday re-
jected a resolution that would
have forced the State Department
to produce areport within 30days
examining whether Israel com-
mitted humanrights violations in
its campaign against Hamas in
Gaza. Of the total 100, 54 senators
voted to set the resolution aside.

The vote was forced by Senator
Bernie Sanders, an independent
who caucuses with Democrats.
While the resolution was defeated,
it reflected growing concern
among Biden's Democrats, espe-
cially on theleft, over the supply of
US weapons to Israel.

‘GOTTAGET BACKTO BEATING DEMOCRATS’
Trump to face tough
New Hampshire test
after easy Iowa win

REUTERS
ATKINSON, JANUARY 17

DONALD TRUMP and his
Republican opponents kicked
off a week of campaigning in
New Hampshire on Tuesday
ahead of the state's nominating
contest, with the ex-president's
competitors battling to slow his
march to the party's White
House nomination.

More than half of lowa vot-
ers backed Trump, 77, propelling
him toward a potentially close
and acrimonious rematch
against Democrat President Joe
Biden, 81, in the campaign for
November's presidential elec-
tion.

Former president Donald
Trump in arally at Atkinson
on Wednesday. AP

ahead of the Jan. 23 New
Hampshire primary vote.

At a hotel in Bretton Woods, a
remote area in New Hampshire's
White Mountains, Haley told a

group of around

Florida 100 supporters
Governor Ron . who braved a
DeSantis, 45, fin- ﬁ snowstorm that
ished adistant sec- " Trump was the
e pushineor.  RACEFOR  1ere o
mer UN THE WHITE chaos follows him.
Ambassador Nikki HOUSE You know I'm
Haley, 51, into right," Haley, who
third. was with New

"We really gotta get back on
to Biden and beating the
Democrats, and not wasting a lot
of time with these two,” Trump
said of Haley and DeSantis to a
crowd of supporters in Atkinson,
New Hampshire, located about
an hour's drive north of Boston.

Like in owa, the candidates
face frigid temperatures and
snow as they try to turn out sup-
porters to campaign events

University of Michigan demog-
rapher Zhou Yun said.

Further denting appetite for
baby-making in China in 2023,
youth unemployment hit record
highs, wages for many white-
collar workers fell, and a crisis in
the property sector, where more
than two-thirds of household
wealth is stored, intensified.

The fresh data adds to con-
cerns that the world's No.2 econ-
omy's growth prospects are di-
minishing due to fewer workers
and consumers, while the rising
costs of elderly care and retire-
ment benefits put more strainon
indebted local governments.

India surpassed China as the

Hampshire Governor Chris
Sununu, said.

Desantis spoke at a CNN-
moderated town hall at New
England College in the town of
Henniker, where he said he was
encouraged that nearly half of
Iowa voters cast ballots for candi-
dates other than Trump.

"(That) tells me that there is
an appetite for a different
leader," DeSantis said.

world's most populous nation
last year, according to estimates
by the United Nations, fuelling
more debate over the merits of
relocating some China-based
supply chains to other markets,
especially as geopolitical ten-
sions rise between Beijing and
Washington.

Long-term, U.N. experts see
China's population shrinking by
109 million by 2050, more than
triple the decline of their previ-
ous forecast in 2019.

China's population aged 60
and over reached 296.97 million
in 2023, about 21.1% of its total
population, up from 280.04 mil-
lionin 2022.



DAILY FROM: AHMEDABAD,

STheIlndianEXPRESS

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2024, NEW DELHI, LATE CITY, 22 PAGES

DAC 22213/ Mea/ #7324

Hamara Sankalp

N

" Viksit Bharat

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

Affordable air travel for all

CHANDIGARH, DELHI, JAIPUR, KOLKATA, LUCKNOW, MUMBAI, NAGPUR, PUNE, VADODARA

¥7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR, ¥12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

1crore 30 lakh people benefited by affordable air travel under UDAN scheme

w l:
[l ] S s i::: .......... g
ey el
AT prann e e _fﬂivi-:.:—::::---
"-_'mm. i-il-"h“
T -Fri-rl-lilh“-i-'-l‘-.h
e, e et e bty 1
- A Lk el 0 ]
+4-8 400 i SRR
w“m'. i -
ﬂ::u..}"""" # i
freme
bonert RIS
- M

Market falls
sharpest in 19

months on Fed

signals, HDFC
Bank results

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

DOMESTIC EQUITIES indices,
Sensex and Nifty, plunged over 2
per cent Wednesday — sharpest
since June 2022 — dragged by
HDFC Bank, which witnessed
heavy selling after its third-quar-
ter results disappointed in-
vestors, and global cues.

A comment from a senior US
Federal Reserve official thatinter-
estrate cuts need to be calibrated,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Aftera
sharprally

EXPLAINED

®
The correction comes af-
ter a sharp rally over the
past few days. Besides
the HDFC Bank-led sell-
ing pressure in banking
stocks, the statement by
a Fed official indicating
that it could delay rate
cuts spooked markets.
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The Ram temple in Ayodhya Wednesday ahead of the consecration ceremony on January 22. The new idol of Ram Lalla was
brought to the premises and will be placed in the sanctum sanctorum on Thursday. The existing idol was also taken to the
premises and returned to the makeshift temple. Vishal Srivastav
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Near Ram temple, 21 youths train
and compete to become its priests

MAULSHREE SETH
AYODHYA, JANUARY 17/

IN A hall 700 metres from the
Ram temple under construction,
away from the noise of the streets
of Ayodhya, 21 youths, all under
the age of 30, are training hard -
and competing - to become
Archaks, priests of the temple of
the Lord at his janmabhoomi.
These young Archaks, who
have been chosen after a rigor-
ous selection process that in-
volved sifting through some
2,700 applications from differ-
ent parts of the country, get up
before dawn breaks - between
3.30amand 4 am - and prepare
for the day’s training, chanting

FCRA licence scrapped,
CPR says its funding
choked, staff ‘skeletal’

Heartbreaking, will keep it going,
says think tank head Yamini Aiyar

RITUSARIN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

A WEEK after the Centre for
Policy Research received a final
order cancelling its licence un-
der the Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA), its presi-
dent Yamini Aiyar has said its
funding had been “choked”, its
staff strength was now “skeletal”
and programming is down to a
bare “minimum”.

The CPR, established in 1973

At debris of their

and one of the country’s premier
public policy think tanks, has
seen its fortunes reversed since
September 2022 when it was
subjected to a survey by the
Income Tax (IT) Department.
Since then, CPR, which works
with several state Governments
and Central Ministries, has had
its income tax exemption status
cancelled and its FCRA licence
(through whichit receives 75% of
its funding) first suspended and
on January 10, finally revoked.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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demol

mantras for hours, learning the
intricacies of worshipping Ram
as per traditions of the

Ramanandi sect of the
Vaishnavs.

In the bitter cold, the 21
young men sleep on a chatai
spread on the floor of a big hall
with some blankets and quilts
for cover.

It's astrict schedule, one that
sees them being trained in pro-
nunciation of mantras, knowl-
edge of shastra, character build-
ing, yoga asanas.

“We get up around 4 am to
prepare food for these students
as they have to be ready for their
training. They begin their day
with yoga and exercises, after
which the training starts around
7 am and continues until noon.
After a break, the classes start

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

HC orders SIT of CBI,

Bengal Police to probe
attack on ED officials

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 17

THE CALCUTTA High Court
Wednesday ordered the forma-
tion of a special investigation
team (SIT) comprising officers of
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and West
Bengal Police to probe the attack
on Enforcement Directorate (ED)
officials in Sandeshkhali earlier
this month.

On January 5, ED officers and
central forces were attacked by
a mob when they went to the
house of Shahjahan Sheikh, a
TMCZila Parishad member from
Ajunjipara, in connection with
the agency’s investigation into

alleged irregularities in West
Bengal’s public distribution sys-
tem (PDS).

A single-judge bench of
Justice Jay Sengupta said the
High Court will monitor the in-
vestigation and ordered that the
SIT should not submit the final
investigation report without in-
timating the court.

Justice Sengupta said two SP-
rank officers, one from the CBI
and the other from police, will
jointly head the SIT, and that they
should induct an equal number
of officers from their respective
services to conduct the investi-
gation.

The court told the SIT to file a
progressreport on February 12, the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Delhi schoolchildren pick up the pieces

PAGE1
ANCHOR

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
& TASHITOBGYAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

ON TUESDAY afternoon after
school, class 5 student Arfan fished
outablack plastic cricket bat from
underneath the debris of homes
that were demolished nearly two
months back. Still wearing the
green jacket-grey trousers uni-
form of Delhi Public School (DPS)
Mathura Road, he swung it
around, trying to hit some of the
broken bricks and tiles.

Afran and Nancy read a textbook amid the remains of their
demolished homes on Mathura Road. Tashi Tobgyal

ﬂpa_per“ner.ass.cnm

The partly broken bat, said
Arfan, possibly belongs to a
neighbour whose demolished
home is near the rubble of his
own residence. Both houses
were among nearly 300 struc-
tures next to DPS Mathura Road
that were pulled downinan “en-
croachment” removal exercise
ordered by the Land and
Development Office of the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs on November 21.

The demolition followed a
Delhi High Court order, which
held that the slum cluster did not
exist before January 1,2006, and
was, therefore, not protected un-
der existing rules. The Central

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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SURVEY OF EDUCATION 2023

Most rural kids 14-18

can’t do Class 3 math,
over 25% can’tread

AREPORT CARD FROM THE CLASSROOM

% of children who can do everyday calculations

Almost9in 10 are
in school, but
56.7% teens could
not do simple
division

RRADHIKA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

MORE THAN half of 14- to 18-
year-old children in rural India
cannot solve a simple three-digit
division problem that's usually
taught in Class 3-4 and struggle
with everyday skills, including
determining time and doing ba-
sic calculations, shows the latest
edition of the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) re-
leased on Wednesday.

The findings point to a huge
skill deficitamong adolescents,
many of them only a few years
away from entering the job
market.

Time | Weights, Length; Length; Unitary

(easy) | (hard)| method
Male 50.5 | 65.8 875 45.7 55.9
Female 411 | 454 821 333 42.0
Allyouth | 454 | 548 84.6 39.0 484

% of children at different arithmetic levels on the ASER test

Arithmetic level Male Female All

Division 45.0 41.8 433
Subtraction 20.2 21.6 210
Number recognition® 34.8 36.6 35.8

*(11-99 or below)

The 2023 report reveals that
children in India continue to
struggle with basic reading and
arithmetic skills well into their
teenage years, even after reach-
ing Class 10 and higher second-
ary levels of education (Classes
11and 12).

Overall, of those aged 14-18,
aquarter (26.5%) could not read
a Class 2-level textbook in their

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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SC to hear Punjab

plea against bail to
Cong MLA today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE SUPREME Court will hear
Thursday a Punjab government
plea, challenging the bail to
Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh
Khaira in connection with a case
registered under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act and the Arms Act.

The matter came up
Wednesday before a bench of
Justices Bela M Trivedi and
Pankaj Mithal.

Appearing for Khaira, Senior
Advocate P S Patwalia ques-
tioned the urgency by the state
in the matter and said it was
mentioned on Tuesday evening
and listed. Senior Advocate
Siddharth Luthra, appearing for
the Punjab government, said it
was listed after being approved
by the Registry.

Patwalia said he had not
been supplied a copy and added
that he needed time to prepare.
The senior counsel claimed the
state had personal malice
against his client.

Luthra said that the copy of
the plea had been circulated and
added that the order granting
bail completely ignores Section
37 of NDPS Act. The Punjab and
Haryana HC granted him bail on
January 4.

However, before he could be
released from prison, the Punjab
police arrested Khaira in a fresh
case registered in the Subhanpur
police station under IPC sections
195A (threatening any person to
give false evidence) and 506
(criminal intimidation) based on
a complaint filed by the wife of a
key witness in the 2015 drug case.

On January 15, a court in
Kapurthala granted him bail in
the second case.

‘Won’t do construction”
Designer Tahiliani to HC
over Goa property dispute

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
PANAJI, JANUARY 17

FASHION DESIGNER Tarun
Tahiliani told the Goabench of the
Bombay High Court Wednesday
that he shall not carry out further
construction activity ataresiden-
tial projectin Salvador do Mundo
village following a plea challeng-
ing certain permissions granted
for the project.

The High Court was hearing a
plea from some villagers, who
challenged the manner in which
technical clearances were
granted by the Deputy Town
Planner, Town and Country
Planning Department, to Tahiliani
for carrying out development at
a property in the village.

The plea claims that the tech-

Speaker verdict:
Top court to

hear Sena(UBT)
plea on Jan 22

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
will take up on January 22 aplea
by Shiv Sena (UBT), challenging
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker
Rahul Narwekar’s decision
recognising Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde-led faction as the
"real Shiv Sena" and rejecting pe-
titions seeking disqualification
of MLAs of the faction.

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal
appeared for the Shiv Sena (UBT)
before a bench presided by CJID
Y Chandrachud. The plea said the
Speaker’s order is unlawful and
sought a provisional stay on it.
The plea also sought interim sus-
pension of Shinde faction MLAS’
Assembly membership. ENS

nical clearance and the construc-
tion licence have been issued by
“overlooking” statutory require-
ments of the physical availability
of theroad infrastructure, thereby
making the grant of clearance and
licence contrary to the Regional
Plan for Goa (RPG) 2021 and the
building regulations. The plea
states that while no residential
constructionis permitted in “nat-
ural cover/ orchard zone” except
for a farmhouse, however, the
construction in question is “not a
farmhouse, but a private residen-
tial developmentincluding swim-
ming pool and staff quarters”.

Tahiliani’s lawyer made a
statement before the court that
no further construction work
will be carried out till the next
hearing. The matter is now
posted for February 20.

Kovind-led
I nation, 1 poll
panel writes to

EC, seeks meet

New Delhi: The ‘One Nation One
Election’ committee chaired by
former President Ram Nath
Kovind has written to the
Election Commission of India
asking for a meeting with the
poll panel to discuss about hold-
ing simultaneous elections, The
Indian Express has learnt.

The committee had earlier
this month written to former
chief election commissioners
seeking their views on the mat-
ter,and opened a window for the
public to send in their suggestions
fromJanuary 5 to January 15. The
committee will alsoreach out to
other groups, including the Bar
Council of India. ENS

FROM PAGE ONE
Most rural kids 14-18 can’t do Class 3 math, over 25% can’t read

regional language, and a little
less than half (42.7%) could not
read sentences in English. Of
those who can read these sen-
tences, over a quarter (26.5%) did
not understand the meaning of
what they were reading.

Basic mathematics remains
the big challenge. More than half
of the surveyed students (56.7%)
could not solve a simple 3-digit
by 1-digit division problem. The
ability to do division is seen as a
proxy for the ability to do basic
arithmetic operations.

ASER 2023 assessed the abil-
ity of those surveyed to apply ba-
sic arithmetic and reading skills
to everyday calculations, read-
ing, understanding written in-
structions and financial calcula-
tions. Worryingly, less than half
of them (around 45%) could cal-
culate the number of hours a
child had slept based on the time

she went to bed and woke up.

In another everyday task, of
measuring an object with a ruler,
85% of those surveyed could cal-
culate the length of an object cor-
rectlyifitwas placed atthe'0'mark
on the ruler. But when the object
was moved and placed elsewhere
on the ruler, less than 40% could
give the right answer. Two-thirds
of those surveyed (65.1%) were
able toread functional instructions
ona packet of ORS solution.

Across most tasks that test
the ability to apply basic numer-
acy and reading skills, boys did
better than girls. For instance,
45% boys in the 14-18 age group
could do at least division while
only 41.8% girls could do so. Also,
while 50.5% boys calculated time
when presented with a situation,
only 41.1% girls could do so.

The poor foundational skills
come even though young people

are remaining in school longer
thanever before. ASER 2023 found
that, 86.8 per cent of children be-
tween 14and 18 areenrolledinan
educational institution, belying a
major worry during the pandemic
— that with livelihoods threat-
ened, children would drop out.
Emphasising the importance
of foundational learning and life
skills, “not just for academic ad-
vancement but also to traverse
daily life”, ASER Centre Director
Wilima Wadhwa said, “At some
level, India is in a unique position
right now... For India to become
the world'’s third largest economy,
the quality of our labour force has
to keep pace with our develop-
mental needs. We can only reap
the demographic dividend asso-
ciated with ayoung population if
our youth are well supported to
achieve their aspirations and par-
ticipate productively in the

growth process of the economy.”

The survey shows that more
than half (55.7%) of the young
people in this age group were
enrolled in the Arts/Humanities
stream, followed by STEM
(31.7%) and Commerce (9.4%).
“More males report enrolling in
the STEM stream (36.3%) than fe-
males (28.1%),” the report said.

The report also showed that
around 89% of those surveyed
had a smartphone in the house-
hold and 92% said they knew
how to use it - signalling a shift
that has gathered force in the
pandemic years and after.

The survey was conducted in
28 districts in 26 states, involving
34,745 children in the age group
of 14-18 years. One rural district
was surveyed in each state, with
the exception of Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh, where two
rural districts were surveyed.

e Market falls sharpest in 19 months on Fed signals, HDFC Bank results

and not rushed, weighed on in-
vestors’ sentiments as it damp-
ened hopes of early rate cuts by
the American central bank.

The BSE’s 30-share Sensex
plunged 1,628.01 points, or 2.23
percenttosettleat 71,500.76.The
NSE’s Nifty 50 fell 460.35 points,
or 2.09 per cent to close at
21,571.95.HDFC Bank contributed
to around 60 per cent fall in the
Sensex and 30 per cent in the Nifty
50. The private sector bank’s
shares tanked 8.16 per cent to
close at Rs 1,542.15 apiece on the
NSE, a day after it declared its Q3
FY24 results.

Analysts said the market also
witnessed a correction after a sig-
nificant rally seen in the past few
days. On January 15, the Sensex
had rallied to a fresh record of
73,32794 and the Nifty 50 closed
at 22,097.45 for the first time.

"A nosedive correction in
banking stocks, along with con-
cerns over delays in US Fed rate
cuts, impacted market senti-
ments. The addition of discourag-
ing Chinese growth data and ris-
ing US bond yields, also resulted
in widespread profit-booking,”

o At debris of their demolished homes, Delhi schoolchildren pick up the pieces

Public Works Department and
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
were ordered to provide the ma-
chinery for the exercise. The
demolition was part of other
similar drives across Delhi, in-
cluding in Trilokpuri, Khajoori
Khas, Narela, Aya Nagar, Green
Park and Sadar Bazar.

Among the things lost in the
rubble were some of his term
books, said Arfan, whose father
is a car mechanic. “A friend in
school helps me out now.”

On that Tuesday afternoon,
Arfan was among several chil-
dren playing on the precarious
pile of rubble, all of them in
dusty school uniforms. In addi-
tion to DPS Mathura Road, these
children attend Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya (SKV) Pandara Road,
SKV Jangpura and Satyawati
Sood Arya Girls Senior
Secondary School.

The adults, meanwhile, were

said Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services.

On Tuesday, Christopher ]
Waller, Governor of the Federal
Reserve System, ina speech deliv-
ered at The Brookings Institution,
Washington, D.C,, said that the
data received in the last few
months is allowing the commit-
tee to consider cutting the policy
rate in 2024. “However, concerns
about the sustainability of these
datatrendsrequire changesin the
path of policy to be carefully cali-
brated and not rushed,” he said.

This statement by Waller
spooked the market which was
expecting the US Federal Reserve
to start cutting interest rates in
March this year.

Inits December policy, the US
central bank, keeping the key in-
terest rate unchanged at 5.25-5.5
per cent, hinted at rate cuts in
2024.1tsignalled thatitexpectsto
make three quarter-point cuts to
the benchmark interest rate this
year. Barring IT, all sectors ended
inred amid heightened volatility.

“The banking sector took the
biggest hit with Nifty Bank down
4 per cent as Q3 results of HDFC

trying to dig out belongings from
under the debiris, or simply sit-
ting around with neighbours
and family members.

“On the way back from school,
we come and sit here till it gets
colder in the evening, and then
leave. They play here for some
time, and because of the demol-
ished material they are tearing
their uniform or destroying their
shoes,” said Mumtaz Abbasi, 30,
whose daughter, Ziya, studies in
class 7 at DPS Mathura Road.

Land and Development
Officer, Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, Suvashish Das,
said: “A demolition/eviction
drive... was done with the ap-
proval of the competent author-
ity, in pursuance of contempt
cases and orders passed by the
Delhi High Court.”

He said the Delhi High Court
had directed the L&DO on
August 23,2023, toimmediately

Bank showed stagnant growth for
the company,” said Siddhartha
Khemka, Head of Retail Research,
Motilal Oswal Financial Services
Ltd.

Nifty Bank tanked 4.28 per
cent, or 2,060.5 points to close at
46,064.45, with all its constituents
ending in the red. Axis Bank closed
3.43 down, ICICIBanklost 2.93 per
cent and Kotak Mahindra Bank
slid 3.76 per cent.

In the quarter ended
December 2023, HDFC Bank re-
ported a 33.5 per cent increase in
its standalone net profit at Rs
16,370 crore. According to a note
by ] M Financial, the growth in the
bank’s profit was aided by lower
effective tax rate during the quar-
ter. While its net interest margin
(NIM) - difference between the
interest income earned and the
interest paid - stood at 3.4 per cent
on total assets, there are concerns
on this going forward.

“A key aspect was that mar-
gins were flat QoQ at 3.4 per cent.
Improvementin NIM is critical for
re-rating of the stock,” said Suresh
Ganapathy, Managing Director,
Head of Financial Services

remove the unauthorised con-
struction and encroachment at
the government land in ques-
tion. He said the court, in its or-
deron October 19, 2023, referred
to the order of a Division Bench
on February 2,2019 that directed
the government to remove the
encroachments in accordance
with the law as early as possible.
The court also said if the unau-
thorised construction was not
removed and a status report not
filed, it would be constrained to
initiate contempt proceedings
against the land-owning depart-
ment and its officials.

For the affected families, the
aftermath of the demolition was
spent scrambling for accommo-
dation that would be close to the
school.

Mumtaz said they moved to
arented place in Sarai Kale Khan.
“We need to live somewhere
close by since the school is here.

Research, Macquarie Capital
Securities (India) Pvt. Ltd.

Strong deposit growth re-
mains a critical factor in enabling
the bank to sustain its higher
credit growth, Axis Securities said
inareport.

“We estimate core margins
could have declined by 20 bps
quarter-on-quarter for HDFC Bank
whichwas adisappointment,” JM
Financial said in its note.

After the announcement of re-
sults on Tuesday, the bank’s Chief
Financial Officer Srinivasan
Vaidyanathan told reporters that
the increase inrisk weights on con-
sumer loans by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) will have animpact of
97 basis points (bps) on the capi-
tal adequacy ratio - the ratio of a
bank’s capital inrelation toits risk-
weighted assets and current liabil-
ities. One basis point is one-hun-
dredth of a percentage point.

Buying in IT stocks continued
Wednesday, with the Nifty IT
gaining 0.64 per cent to end at
36,960.40. The market capitalisa-
tion of alllisted companies on the
BSE declined by Rs 4.59 lakh crore
toRs 370.36 lakh crore.

Our schedule now revolves
around dropping them off in the
morning, picking themupin the
afternoon, and then coming
here. Jab tak himmat hai, inko
school bhejenge (for as long as
we can, we will send them to
school),” said Mumtaz, whose
husband is a tailor. While she has
been living in their now demol-
ished home for 16 years, her hus-
band’s family has been there for
longer, she said.

Sitting on a pile of rubble
along with other women from
their family and her toddler,
Arfan’s mother, 30-year-old
Shahana, said: “We also moved
to Sarai Kale Khan. The rent is
high. It can be over Rs 5,500 for a
single room. Then, from there,
since we need to drop the chil-
dren off to school and pick them
up, transport expenses are in-
volved. Iske term books dab gaye
(his term books were stuck un-

e Youths train to become priests

again,” said a staff member,
working for these Archaks, as the
students took a small nap during
the break.

According to the staff mem-
ber, many of these trainees are
from different parts of Uttar
Pradesh and some from Bihar.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Acharya Mithilesh
Nandini Sharan, one of the teach-
ers of the trainee Archaks, who
was also part of the selection
process, said they received
around 2,700 applications from
different parts of the country and
about 300 applicants were short-
listed for the final interview.

Based on their “conduct”,
“dedication” and background, 23
were selected. Later, two were
found to be from families whose
members were already working
for the existing Ram Lallaidol, so
they were dropped, and 21 re-
mained.

“These Archaks will have to
follow a hard routine. They will
have to get up at 3 am and pre-
pare for the rituals, which will re-
quire standing for over two-and-
half hours at a stretch, with
continuous preparations for the
shringar. While they will work
under senior priests, it isimpor-
tant that they are physically and
mentally fit to perform daily rit-
uals. It was for this reason that
the age limit was kept below 30
years... Bahut parishram ka
kaam hai. Youth behtar kar

payega (It's very hard work, the
youth will be able to perform
better),” he said.

All students have already un-
dertaken training at different gu-
rukuls but since their “ucharan”
(recitation) is different, it is be-
ing corrected.

Acharya Sharan said while
Acharya Keshav is training the
students on the Vedas, Acharya
Satyanarayan Das has been in-
structing them on the “prakriya”
(the process to be followed).
Acharya Jaya Kant, he said, has
been delivering lectures on the
correct “ucharan” and making
them aware about the different
processes, and their meaning.

In the evening, these stu-
dents listen to prominent ma-
hants of Ayodhya, including
Mahant Kamal Nayan Das and
Swami Ramanand Das, who nar-
rate kathas from the Valmiki
Ramayan and Ramcharitmanas.

The students get a stipend of
Rs 2,000 every month for the six-
month training course which
endsinMay this year. All expenses
and other arrangements have
been made by the temple Trust.

Acharya Sharan said the stu-
dents will be handed certificates
at the end of the training and
have been told that only some of
them will become priests at the
Ram temple. The rest are likely
to be selected for the remaining
temples that will come up in the
complex. For now, it’s hard work.

e HC orders SIT of CBI, Bengal
Police to probe attack on ED

next date of hearing in the case.
The ED had moved two petitions
at the Calcutta High Courtin con-
nection with the Sandeshkhali
incident. One sought the quash-
ing of the FIRlodged at Nazat po-
lice station in North 24 Parganas
district against its officials, claim-
ing false allegations were made
against them. The ED stated that
three of its officers were injured
and their belongings were
snatched during the attack in
Sandeshkhali.

Another petition was moved
by ED lawyers SV Raju and Dhiraj
Trivedi seeking a probe by the CBI
into the Sandeshkhali incident.

der the debris). We come to sit
here during the day because we
don’t want to leave, and don’t
want anybody to forget that our
homes were here. We want to be
able to live here.”

Shahana said Arfan had
taken admission at the school
under the EWS category.

Harish, a class 6 student at
DPS Mathura Road, said he lost
his uniform in the demolition.
His father, a gardener at the
school, got him a new one.
“Some of us didn’t go to school
for some time after the demoli-
tion. We used to play here before,
but now we stop here on the way
back from school. Our friends are
all here,” he said.

There is no place to play here
anymore,” Arfan said, while
Nancy, a class 4 student at SKV
Pandara Road, chimes in that
there will be space once all the
debrisis cleared.
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The cancellation of the IT ex-
emption has been currently
stayed by the Delhi High Court
and Aiyar said the organisation
was “examining all options and
recourses” for theloss of its FCRA
licence too.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Aiyar described her sit-
uation, as the current head of
CPR, as “beleaguered but confi-
dent” and said that in compari-
son to March 2023, the think
tank’s staff strength was down
from 150 people to just 20.

“There is little funding and
since the dispute... whatever
funds we have are alsofrozenas
per FCRA rules. So how do we
pay salaries? It has been heart-
breaking to see such challenges
in an institution which has so
much credibility and which has
made so much contribution to
policymaking for 50 years.”

She pointed out that withits
employee strength whittled
downand funding gone dry, the
CPR has been forced to scale
down its activities but that she
was determined to “keep CPR
going.” She said: “We are hope-
ful it will go the right way and
we will get administrative re-
dressal and relief from courts.”

It was in August 2023 that
the Delhi High Court stayed the
Income Tax proceedings against
the CPR.That stay order has now
been challenged by IT authori-
tiesand hearings are in progress.

Itis the alleged “violations”
traced by the IT authorities in
CPR’s functioning and finances
following the September 2022
survey that has formed the basis

The High Court order on
Wednesday came on the ED
lawyers’ petition.

Last week, while hearing one
of the petitions, a single-judge
bench of Justice Rajasekhar
Mantha ordered an interim stay
on proceedings in connection
with the FIR against ED officials
until March 31. He also asked the
state government to file an affi-
davit. The court will hear the
matter on January 22.

The West Bengal Police have
registered three FIRs in the inci-
dent, including one against ED
officers. No one has been ar-
rested so far.

Rihana, 28, whose nephew,
Faizan, is a class 3 student at DPS
MathuraRoad, said the family has
moved to the Nizamuddin Basti.
“Rentisaround Rs 8,000 for aone-
BHK (bedroom, hall, kitchen). His
books we recovered from under
the debris,” Rihana said.

Abdul Latif, who works as a
driver, and whose daughter Alia
Khanisin class 3 at DPS Mathura
Road, said his family, too, now
rents a house at Nizamuddin
Basti. “We need to stay close by
for the school. She got admission
under the EWS category,” he
said.

At around 4.30 pm, a little
less than two hours after they
walked from school to the site of
their homes, Arfan walked back
with Shahana along a pathway
flanked by rubble, the same path
they took to school that foggy
morning. This time, he held the
plastic bat.

¢ CPR FCRA licence scrapped

of the twin cancellations.

While Aiyar said the FCRA
cancellation order, received on
January 10, was “not a detailed
order”, the case against CPR is
contained in the final 115-page
notice senttoitbyITauthorities
onJune 30,2023.

This notice, accessed by The
Indian Express, alleges that CPR
had taken part in activities
which were “not as per the ob-
jectives of the Trust or were ap-
parently not genuine.” The au-
thorities have also challenged
the mannerin which CPRdidn’t
maintain separate accountsand
mixed up its accounts for fund-
ing received and from what the
[T sleuths have categorized as
“business activities.”

Both FCRAand IT authorities
have used documents and con-
tracts recovered during the sur-
vey and other “evidence” such
as contents of WhatsApp chats
between CPR consultants and
employees to bolster their case.

In a statement Wednesday;,
Aiyar said the basis of the FCRA
cancellation was “incompre-
hensible and disproportionate,”
and “some of the reasons given
challenge the very basis of the
functioning of a research insti-
tution.” This, she said, includes
the “publication on our website
of policy reports emanating
from our research being
equated with current affairs pro-
gramming.” The statement
added: “CPR firmly reiterates
thatitisin complete compliance
with the law, and has been co-
operating fully and exhaustively
atevery step of the process.”
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Road rage:

Man shot in
hip after his
car brushes
against bike

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

IN A CASE of road rage, a 22-year-
old man was allegedly shot in
the hip by two men after his car
accidentally brushed against
their bike in West Delhi’s
Janakpuri.

Police said the man, who was
with a woman friend, was al-
legedly followed by the accused
who later fired at him. The
woman escaped unhurt.

One of the accused was ar-
rested soon after the incident
while his associate was on the
run. As per police, the incident
took place around 11.50 am
Wednesday. The injured, Jatin
Jain, is a student from Sonipat
and came to Delhi in his car.
Police said while he was parking
his vehicle near the District
Centre, it hit a bike.

A senior police officer said,
“An argument broke out be-
tween the man and the accused.
After some time, Jatin’s friend ar-
rived. The two got onto her
scooter and were crossing the
road when the accused followed
them and asked them to stop.
Another argument broke out
and one of the accused pulled
out a pistol and fired at Jatin.”

DCP (West) Vichitra Veer said
the bullet hit Jatin on his left hip.
“A police team was near the spot
on patrol. Hearing the gunshot,
they rushed to the spot and over-
powered one of the accused...
the other managed to escape.”

Police said locals also rushed
to help the injured person as the
woman screamed for help. They
provided them “cover” as the ac-
cused were acting hostile. Police
said a pistol was recovered from
the spot.

The DCP said the accused,
Vishal Rai, is involved in over
eight cases of Arms Act, theft,
and robbery. Jatin was sent to
DDU Hospital for treatment.

Police said a case of at-
tempted murder was registered.

‘NOINVITATION TO CEREMONY YET’

CM: Willgoto
Ayodhya with
amily later

CM Arvind Kejriwal meets pilgrims as they leave for
Dwarkadhish, in Gujarat, on Wednesday. Abhinav Saha

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said Wednesday that he
will go to the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya with his family after the
consecration ceremony on
January 22 and that he has not
got a formal invitation yet.

He was speaking to reporters
after meeting Delhi residents
headed to Dwarkadhish temple
in Gujarat under the govern-
ment’s Mukhyamantri Teerth
Yatra scheme.

“They had sent a letter, after
which we called them. They said
someone would come to invite
(me) personally. That did not
happen but it is ok. They wrote
in the letter thatalot of VIPs and
VVIPs will come for the cere-
mony and keeping in mind the
security arrangements, only one
person will be allowed. But |
want to go to the temple with
my wife and children. My par-
ents are also very keen on Ram
lalla’s darshan. So I will go with
my family later... after the cere-
mony,” Kejriwal said.

He added that the govern-
ment would arrange for more
trains to go to Ayodhya under its
free pilgrimage scheme. “After
the consecration ceremony on

January 22, it will be our effort to
have more trains for Ayodhya. The
people are very excited,” he said.
The AAP government in
Delhi has been sending pilgrims
to Ayodhya since 2021 as part of
its Teerth Yatra scheme.
According to government
data, 4,000 people from Delhi
have visited Ayodhya since
December 2021 as part of the
scheme. The first such train was
flagged off by Kejriwal. Under
the scheme, MLAs recommend
names of senior citizens for the
pilgrimage. Arrangements for
travel, board and lodging are
made by the government.

CM likely to skip 4th ED
summons in excise case

Kejriwal, meanwhile, is un-
likely to go to the ED office for
questioning on Thursday. He is
scheduled to go for a three-day
visit to Goa alongside Punjab
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann, and
MPs Raghav Chadha and
Sandeep Pathak.

The investigating agency sent
him the fourth summons in re-
lation with the excise policy case
last week, asking him to appear
for questioning on Thursday.
Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday, Kejriwal said, “We
will do whatever needs to be
done according to the law.”

® Recognising 51 outstanding schools of Delhi

PARTS OF BODY RECOVERED, SENT FOR AUTOPSY: GHAZIABAD COPS
Hit-and-run victim run over by
vehicles on NH9, body mutilated

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GHAZIABAD, JANUARY 17

IN A horrific incident, a person
died after being hit by an un-
known vehicle on National
Highway 9 — before other vehi-
cles kept running over the body
asitlay on the road, mutilating it
beyond recognition. The incident
took place on the intervening
night of Sunday and Monday in
Wave City area.

According to Ghaziabad po-
lice, some commuters, who spot-
ted blood on the road, informed
them about the body around 10
am on Monday.

Police said they suspect the
accident could have happened
when the person was trying to
cross the road and may have
been run over by many vehicles
because of poor visibility amid
dense fog.

They said the body was muti-

The incident took place in Wave City area, Ghaziabad, on the
intervening night of Sunday and Monday. Express

lated beyond recognition after it
was run over several times and it
is not yet clear whether the de-
ceased was a man or woman.

Police said they could recover
only parts of the body and have
sent it for a postmortem.

“An FIR under IPC section
304-A (causing death by negli-
gence) has been registered. We

are waiting for the deceased’s
family to identify the body. If
someone has gone missing, then
their family will file a missing
person’s complaint. So far, we
have not got any lead,” said
Saloni Agrawal, ACP, Wave City.
The Ghaziabad police said
they are also scanning CCTV
footage to identify the person.

Divya Pahuja case: Cops
find pistol used to kill her

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JANUARY 17

GURGAON POLICE recovered the
weapon allegedly used to murder
former model Divya Pahuja from
Palam Vihar Mod, Wednesday.
According to police, a joint op-
eration with employees of the
Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram, involved in pruning
bushes near Palam Vihar Mod on
Old Delhi Road, led to the discov-
ery. A thorough search operation
was conducted in garbage and
scrapyards at alarge scale follow-
ing which a pistol and a live car-
tridge used to commit the mur-
der were recovered, police added.
Divya was killed at City Point
Hotel in Sector 14 on January 2.
Her body was taken ina BMW by
two of the accused and dumped
in Punjab’s Pasiana. However,
it had floated and reached
Haryana’s Tohana, 150 km away,
and was fished out last week.
Police have arrested six peo-
ple so far: Hotel owner Abhijeet

Singh; hotel staff Omprakash
and Hemraj, who allegedly
helped Singh move the body;
Megha, who allegedly helped
Singh dispose of the weapon
and Divya’s belongings; lawyer
Balraj Gill who helped dispose
of the body; and Parvesh who
supplied arms to Singh.

Police said Abhijeet was
sent to judicial custody on
Wednesday. A senior police offi-
cer said that they are yet to re-
cover Divya’s iPhone which was
also disposed of by the accused.
“...Abhijeet told us she used to be
demanding at times... The phone
was disposed of as Abhijeet did
not want us to find certain things,
but we will recover it. We have
sent Divya’s second phone to the
forensic department,” he added.

Divya was arrested in 2016
for allegedly providing
information to Haryana Police
on the whereabouts of gangster
Sandeep Gadoli, leading to him
being killed in an alleged fake
encounter at a Mumbai hotel.
She was granted bail last year.

Standing Conference of
Public Enterprises
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WINGS INDIA

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION &
CONFERENCE ON CIVIL AVIATION

M THE wake of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's statement earlier this year em-

phasising the need for "More airports

and better connectivity... the aviation
sector is bringing people closer and boost-
ing national progress,” itis unsurprising that
India is rapidly emerging as one of the
world's fastest-growing aviation markets,
Currently positioned as the third-largest civil
aviation market globally, India is poised to
claim the top spot by 2047, Additionally, the
nation’s civil aviation industry has demon-
strated remarkable resilience, bouncing back
from the dire impacts of the COVID-19 pan-
demic that cast a shadow over the global
aviation sector. Notably, there has been a
commendable 5urge in air traffic movement,

rising fram 188:89 millien in FY2622 o 3R
impressive 327.28 millionin FY 2023.

The civil aviation industry has undergone
a remarkable transformation since its inau-
gural commercial flight on 18 February
1911, covering a modest distance of just 6
miles. Against the backdrop of the extraordi-
nary expansion witnessed in the country’s
aviation sector, which has seen a jump from
74 to 148 airports over the last nine years,
with aspirations to add 220 new airports by
2025, emerges Wings India 2024. This event
stands as Asia’s largest gathering focused
on civil aviation, showcasing the industry’s
dynamic growth and potential.

SHOWCASING THE FUTURE

OF AVIATION

Wings India 2024 convenes diverse facets
of commercial, general, and business avia-
tion under one roof, uniting stakeholders,
participants, and visitors to celebrate the re-
markable growth of the civil aviation indus-
try. This global aviation convergence, set to
unfold at Begumpet Airport in the ‘City of
Nawabs," Hyderabad, from January 18 to
21, 2024, anticipates the participation of
over 1,500 delegates hailing from more
than 106 countries, 5,000 business visitors,
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200 exhibitors, and a staggering 100,000
visitors from across the globe. Government
officials from various departments, repre-
sentatives from investment firms, and mem-
bers of the media and press will grace the
event. Furthermore, professionals from the
aviation industry, academic and research in-
stitutions, industry associations, and trade
organisations, along with numerous inter-
national delegations, are expected to con-
tribute to the vibrancy of the occasion.
Under the theme “Connecting India to
the World in Amirit Kaal: Setting the Stage
for Indian Civil Aviation@2047," Wings India
2024 stands out as the most comprehensive

Wings India 2024:
Elevating India’s aviation future

At Wings India, experience cutting-edge developments, seize business opportunities, and
celebrate the rich history of the Indian civil aviation industry. Our focus is on propelling
_ sustainable growth and fostering innovation for a promising future

event dedicated to the country’s civil aviation
sector. This gathering not only allows par-
ticipants to witness the future of aviation in
India but also presents cutting-edge inno-
vations in the aviation sector alongside im-
pressive aircraft displays. By hosting engag-
ing sessions and promoting collaborations,
the event serves as an ideal platform for ex-
ploring global partnerships and discovering
untapped business opportunities within the
industry. Notably, each edition of Wings India
attracts a significant presence of govern-
ment entities, facilitating purposeful en-
gagement with government officials. This
engagement provides exhibitors with the

CONNECTING THE WORLD
THROUGH THE POWER OF TRENT

A family of engines revolutionising the way people connect.
Rising to the challenge on us all, through continuous innovation.

With 100% SAF compatibility across the Trent engine family,
we're fast-tracking the transition to Net Zero flight.

#FlyNetZero #PowerOfTrent

Search for: Power OFf Trent

AT WINGS INDIA

ROLLS
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opportunity to discuss policies and explore
avenues for meaningful collaboration.
While 1,748 foreign airline flights and
1,440 domestic airline flights keep India
connected to the world, wherein tourist ar-
rivals from all over the world are projected
to reach 30.5 million by 2028, helping the
country’s civil aviation sector scale to new
heights globally is Wings India 2024—the
flagship event on civil aviation sector. The
event, organised by the Government of In-
dia’s Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA)
along with the Airport Authority of India
(AAl) and the Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry (Ficci) once

every two years, beckons exhibitors and vis-
itors with an eye-catching inaugural cere-
mony, a splendid exhibition, a Global Minis-
terial Conference and media conferences
alongside a Global CEOs' Forum. Addition-
ally, the event seamlessly puts together a
one-of-a-kind opportunity to do business
and networking while discovering the latest
developments in aviation and has as its inte-
gral part B2B/B2G meetings, a static dis-
play, chalets, demonstration fights, a cul-
tural evening, and a business networking
dinner. Moreover, the fourth edition of the
prestigious Wings India Awards ceremony
will take place on the first day of the avia-

WINGS India is an important exhibition for Schiebel India. The CAMCOPTER®
S-100 is the only Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV) in its class with extensive operational
experience in both the military and civil sectors. The main applications of the UAV
are Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR), Search and Rescue, cargo
delivery and border security. In the civil aviation sector, the S-100 provides valuable
capabilities for infrastructure, e.g. in the energy industry or agriculture and offshore
operations for oil & gas.We're looking forward to the interesting conversations with
potential customers and the networking at the conference. We are also looking
forward to seeing how the civil sector in India looks at a very capable rotary UAV for

its future needs.

JAJATI MOHANTY
CEO at Schiebel India

ASHMITA SETHI President & Country
Head, Pratt & Whitney, India (UTCIPL)

RATT &WHITNEY is a world leader in

the design, manufacture and service

of aircraft and helicopter engines,
and auxiliary power units. We have a proud
history of supporting India’s aviation
growth for more than seven decades. To-
day, IndiGo operates A320neo family air-
craft with Pratt & Whitney GTF™ engines,
which deliver industry-leading sustainabil-
ity benefits, thanks to the unique geared
fan architecture. Pratt & Whitney's
PW100/150 turboprop engines form the
backbone of India’s regional aviation
growth—connecting people and growing
economies. In military aviation, our F117
engines power Indian Air Force's (IAF) C-
17 Globemaster llIs, while its PC-7 trainers
are powered by the iconic PT6A engine.
Twin PW127Gs will power IAF's incoming
56 C295 aircraft.

Pratt & Whitney has been advancing
aerospace and defence growth in India
through its investments in engineering,
training, supply chain, digital capabilities,
and innovation. Our flagship investment
was the India customer training center in
Hyderabad in 2015, and we recently made
a combined $40 million investment in the

o o B
WE TAKE PRIDE IN
OUR LONGSTANDING
HISTORY OF
CONTRIBUTINGTO
INDIA's AVIATION
GROWTH FOR OVER
SEVEN DECADES

India Engineering Center (IEC) and the India
Capability Center (ICC) in Bengaluru.

As we continue to grow this partnership
with India, supply chain growth will be a
key aspect. We have sourced nearly $55
million in the past 10 years from India from
leading aerospace suppliers and also
sourced over $500 million in engineering
services into India over the past two
decades. We aim to expand our sourcing
from India to reach nearly $150million an-

tion confluence, recognising innovation as
well as excellence in demonstrating the
best practices in the aviation sector under
various categories.

STEERING GROWTH, INNOVATION
AND A PROMISING FUTURE

The civil aviation sector is experiencing re-
markable growth, earning accolades and
achieving significant milestones to establish
itself as one of the world's fastest-growing
aviation markets. According to the Interna-
tional Air Transport Association (IATA), India
is poised to surpass both China and the US,
becoming the third-largest air passenger
market globally by 2030.As of June 2023, in
FY2024, Indian airports have reported do-

mesigpasssnasrraticeashingr o7 Smil
lion, indicating a substantial y-o-y growth of

19.1%. Concurrently, international passenger
traffic reached 16.24 million, showing an im-
pressive 35% y-0-y growth compared to the
same period in the previous year. Moreover,
the freight traffic in FY2023 reached 3.15
million metric tonnes (MMT), witnessing a
commendable increase from 2.70 MMT to
3.15 MMT. This growth corresponds to a
CAGR of 2.20% between FY2016 and
FY2023, reflecting the sector’s resilience and
sustained upward trajectory.

As Asia’s largest gathering dedicated to
civil aviation,Wings India 2024 not only
commemorates the sector’s historical ac-
complishments but also sets the trajectory
for a bright future where sustainability,
safety, and efficiency are at the forefront.
This event serves as a testament to the re-
silience and adaptability of the country’s
aviation industry, demonstrating its ability
to navigate unprecedented challenges.

As the Indian civil aviation industry navi-
gates the complexities of the 21st century,
brimming with challenges and opportuni-
ties, Wings India 2024 emerges as a cata-
lyst for promoting innovation, collaboration,
and industry growth.

nually by 2030.

As makers of some of the most ad-
vanced, and sustainable aircraft engines in
the world—we are constantly innovating
and advancing our aftermarket services,
and using data, computer vision, artificial
intelligence (Al), machine learning and
augmented reality to deliver efficiencies to
our customers. Last year, we announced
the launch of Percept— an advanced Al-
based aircraft engine analysis tool. Percept
Computer Vision Product or (PCVP) is a
Pratt & Whitney specific computer vision
product designed by Awiros, an Indian
start-up. Percept can identify missing com-
ponents from aircraft engines by analysing
images of different engine sections. This
tool can help in reducing the time as well as
the effort involved in the pre-and post-
lease inspection of aircraft engines.

Pratt & Whitney's 350+ employees in In-
dia are dedicated to building capabilities
and providing high-value services to our
customers. We are committed to tapping
into India’s talent pool, expanding our
business, and investing in the local industry
as part of our broader vision for India
within the RTX framework.
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INDIA is a significant market
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WINGS II\ID\A

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION &
CONFERENCE ON CIVIL AVIATION

Unveiling the Wings India Awards 2024!

IN CONJUNCTION with Wings India 2024, slated to take place
from January 18th to 21st, 2024, in Hyderabad, the Federa-
tion of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, (Ficci) is
pleased to reveal the 4th edition of the “Wings India Awards”
in the civil aviation sector. The award ceremony is set to unfold
on January 18th, at Taj Krishna Hotel in Hyderabad.

Wings India Awards are the benchmark for excellence for
those demonstrating best practices and innovation in the
aviation sector. Over the last few years, the aviation industry
has shown amazing strength and resilience in the face of un-
paralleled challenges. Thus, we are delighted to return with
the Wings India Awards to celebrate the world-class opera-
tors and individuals, who have kept the industry going during

the trying times.

Asia's largest evenl on Civil Aviation
{Commercial, General and Business Avialion)
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AS we navigate the dynamic skies of
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committed to supporting the
dynamic growth of the civil
aviation sector in the region.
As airlines in India continue to
expand both domestic and
international air connectivity,
we see strong potential for
our Trent family of engines in
addressing the requirements
of the medium- and long-haul
segments. Our team will be
present at the Wings India
show to familiarise customers
with the versatility of

these engines.

CHRIS DAVIE

Senior Vice President,
Customers — Asia Pacific,
Rolls-Royce

Shaping India’s aerospace landscape

Embraer’s latest E2 family is bolstering its global airline presence, adding to
the widespread fleet of E-Jets flown by carriers worldwide

STHE Wings India event unfolds,
Embraer takes center stage as a
crucial OEM partner. With a long-
standing footprint in India, Embraer has
played a vital role in shaping the coun-
try's aerospace landscape. Its commer-
cial aircraft, business jets, defence air-
craft, and advanced systems have
become integral components of India’s
aviation sector. Notably, the ATFM sys-
tem, SkyFlow, achieved full operational
status in India in 2019, effectively over-
seeing the comprehensive flow manage-
ment of the entire Indian airspace.
Innovation is intrinsic to Embraer.
Over the last two decades, the company
has successfully designed, built, certi-
fied, and introduced 20 different aircraft

types into service. This remarkable pace
of development is unparalleled, and the
substantial technological expertise
amassed during this period sets Embraer

apart in the aerospace industry.
Embraer’s latest E2 family is growing

its airline base worldwide, adding to the

extensive footprint of E-Jets operated by

low-cost, regional, and mainline carriers
around the globe. Leading air hubs
around the world share one commonality:
the prevalence of Embraer's E-Jets.A
prominent name in the region, Scoot, the
low cost carrier subsidiary of Singapore
Airlines, will begin operations with the
E190-E2 this year.

With a flying range of six hours and
outstanding economics, coupled with a
capacity of up to 146 passengers in a
comfortable two by two configuration,
the E195-E2 is a particularly compelling
platform to connect Tier Il and Tier Il
cities in India as well as international
destinations farther afield.

To learn more,
visit www.embraer.com

WA
reflect on Thales' commitment and
contributions towards the growth of
the Indian aerospace sector. Embracing
innovation and sustainability, Thales
has been an integral part of India's
aerospace journey for decades now.
Our technological prowess, embodied
by solutions like ‘Fly to Gate’, not only
aligns with the visionary DigiYatra
initiative but also propels us towards
supporting our partners to provide
touchless, swift, and secure
experiences to passengers. \We are also
strengthening our local presence and
services by setting up an MRO centre
in India. Thales remains steadfast in
shaping the future of India's aerospace
sector with cutting-edge technology
and a legacy of excellence. From the
intricacies of avionics to the seamless
integration of advanced systems, our
legacy is etched in every milestone
achieved.

ASHISH SARAF
VP and Country Director— India, Thales

Uniting global innovators for a
thrilling two-day experience!

HE most anticipated aviation event of the year! The
Wings India 2024 conference is poised to unite the fore-
most minds, innovators, and leaders from the worldwide
aviation industry, offering an electrifying two-day experience.
With the event just around the corner, anticipate a focal point
for groundbreaking discussions, visionary insights, and col-

laborative opportunities.

transportation.

the future of air travel.

discovering its pivotal role in shaping the future of logistics and

» Advanced air mobility: The conference culminates with
the Advanced air mobility India conference, presenting cut-
ting-edge advancements and innovations that will define

EXPLORING THE
FUTURE OF AVIATION:
WHAT TO EXPECT

¥ Roundtable discus-
sions: Dive into engaging
discussions on vital topics
that shape the aviation in-
dustry. From Routes and
Alliances connecting India
to the world to spotlight-
ing the immense potential
of Airports driving multi-
modal connectivity, these
roundtables will dissect
key strategies and future
trends.

» Panels & work-
shops: Gain unparalleled
insights from industry ex-
perts in specialised panels
and workshops. Discover
the prospects for heli-
copter operations, the
path to greener skies
through sustainable avia-
tion, and the nurturing of
startups within the avia-
tion sector.

= Showcasing diver-
sity: Celebrate progress
and empowerment in avia-
tion with Panel Discussion,
focusing on fostering gen-
der-neutral opportunities.
Explore the vast potential
of the MRO sector and the
critical role of aircraft leas-
ing in empowering India
as a global hub.

» Innovation un-
veiled: Witness the
groundbreaking impact of
drone technology in revo-
lutionising the aviation
landscape and delve into
the surge in demand for
business aviation and
small aircraft, exploring
economic transformation
& regional advancement.
¥ Air cargo revolu-
tion: Unleash the full po-
tential of air cargo trans-
port in  roundtable,
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At Pratt & Whitney, these are just a few ofithe
values we hold dear. And it is these values that
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we do. As we build on our 70-year commitment
to India, we will continue investing in the region -
designing, building, and.servicing the world's
most advanced, sustainable aircraft engines.
This is the Pratt & Whitney way, and this is why
we are inspired to go beyond.
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Man held for
bludgeoning
womanto

death: Police

Gurgaon: Aman has been
arrested for allegedly
killing a woman after he
took her to the Aravallis
on the pretext of showing
her a temple in Bhondsi,
police said. According
to police, the accused,
Jeevan, (28), and the de-
ceased belong to Madhya
Pradesh and were living
in Badshahpur. They be-
came acquainted with
each other while they
were working as labour-
ers. Jeevan later set up a
fruit stall. “On January 7,
Jeevan said he took the
victim to the hills in
Bhondsi on the pretext of
showing her a temple.
There, he attempted to
force himself on her.
When she resisted and
threatened to lodge a
complaint against him,
he killed her by bludg-
eoning her with a stone
and attempted to disfig-
ure her face,” police said
in a statement.

Expect panel
toframerules
tosecure
property of
orphansin

3 weeks: HC

New Delhi: After the Delhi
government said a com-
mittee hasbeen created to
lay down rules for protect-
ing properties of or-
phaned children or those
with missing parents, the
DelhiHigh Court said it ex-
pects thatitwill be framed
in three weeks. A single-
judge bench of Justice
Subramonium Prasad, in
its January 5 order, ob-
served, “... GNCTD states
that the issue regarding
framing guidelines on the
action to be taken by the
district magistrate on the
receipt of information, a
committee has been
formed. Members of the
committee have not been
disclosed to the court. Itis
expected that a commit-
tee which has either been
formed or is proposed to
be formed will frame its
guidelines within... three
weeks from today.”The
HCfurther said evenifthe
guidelines are not framed,
“draft guidelines or the
outcome of the delibera-
tions” shall be placed ina
status report before the
next date of hearing on
February 20.ENS

2 held for
snatching

New Delhi: Two riders
working with a bike-taxi
aggregator were arrested
for allegedly snatching a
phone from a security
guard torepay their debt
in Kashmere Gate, police
said on Wednesday. The
accused have been iden-
tified as Aman (22) and
Pawan (21), police
said. PTI

COLLEGES WILLSTAY WITHUS: V-C WRITES TO ATISHI

12 DU colleges to get funds only

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

AMID THE ongoing row with 12
Delhi University colleges it fully
funds, the Delhi government
has said it will only provide
funding to them once they are
de-affiliated from DU and be-
come part of one of Delhi’s
state universities.

The statement comes even
as the DU Vice-Chancellor
wrote to Education Minister
Atishi saying the colleges will
remain with it and the state
should continue funding them,
The Indian Express has learnt.

The Delhi government said it
has not received any letter from
DU as of now. “Our stance is crys-
tal clear: the Delhi government
will only provide funding to these
colleges once they are de-affiliated
from Delhi University and be-
come part of one of Delhi’s state
universities. In the upcoming fi-
nancial year, funding will categor-
ically not be granted unless these
colleges are transferred, given the
irregularities in these colleges. If
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R-DAY PREP

Rehearsals for the Republic Day parade in full swing at Kartavya Path, Wednesday. Praveen Khanna

Education Minister Atishi; DU V-C Yogesh Singh

Delhi University decides not tode-
affiliate these colleges, their fund-
ing will have to come from the
central government or UGC,” said
sources in the government.

In the letter dated January 16,
V-C Yogesh Singh said: “... all
stakeholders comprising stu-
dents, teaching and non-teaching
staff, residents of Delhi, govern-
ment. etc have the pride of being
associated with the University of
Delhi. Any such letter issued by
the government may make an
adverse impact on the future of
the students and also affect the
teaching-learning environment
of the university.” He reiterated
that “the question of de-affiliation
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of these colleges does not arise”.

The V-Cadded, “Inview of the
above, on the behalf of the uni-
versity, and personally too, I re-
quest (that) the... letter dated
01.12.2023 may please be with-
drawn and continuity of funding
these colleges may not be dis-
turbed in the interest of students.”

Singh was referring to
Atishi’s letter to Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan last month,
in which she alleged “irregulari-
ties” in the 12 colleges and asked
to either bring the institutions un-
der the Delhi government or let
the Centre take full control.

A DU official, on condition of
anonymity, said: “These colleges
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on de-affiliation, says Delhi govt

are ours. The Delhi government is
the funding agency... It is the gov-
ernment’s statutory and constitu-
tional responsibility to continue
funding them. We can’t change af-
filiation of these colleges as these
are DU’s constituent colleges.”

Last month, DU’s Executive
Council formed a committee to
address the allegations pointed
out in Atishi’s letter; it was to
submit its report in 15 days, af-
ter which it would be sent to the
Delhi and central governments.

Amember of this committee,
on condition of anonymity, said,
“...There is no question of de-af-
filiation of these colleges and this
was passed by the previous EC
(meeting)... the law does not per-
mit de-affiliation as these are
constituent in nature.” The com-
mittee has not submitted its re-
portyet, the member confirmed.

The issue between the gov-
ernment and these colleges has
been a long-standing one, with
the former insisting that funds
would be released only after
governing bodies are constituted
according torules. Teachers have
accused the government of de-
laying salaries.
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Woman dupes five-star ‘Irregularities’ in Kanwar

hotel in Delhi of Rs 7L,
caught trying to escape

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

CHECKING INTO a five-star ho-
tel in Aerocity before New Year, a
37-year-old woman stayed in a
suite for two weeks, allegedly
faked UPI payments worth Rs 5-
7 lakh, and tried to leave without
paying bills. She has been bound
down by Delhi Police after a
complaint by a hotel staffer.
DCP(IGI) Usha Rangnani said
the incident took place at
Pullman hotel. “The accused per-
son from Rajahmundry, Andhra
Pradesh, has joined the probe
and is bound down as per law.”
Police said the woman
checked into the hotel in Aerocity
on December 30. During her stay
till January 13, senior police offi-
cers said she used the spa and
other facilities which cost an ad-
ditional Rs 2.11 lakh. She allegedly
used a fake name to avail of these
facilities to avoid billsin her name.

The Indian Express accessed
the FIR lodged on the complaint
of a Pullman Hotel staffer on
January 13. Senior police officers
said the woman had been ques-
tioned and was “evasive”. “Earlier,
she told us she was a lawyer but
we think she runs a gift shop,”
said an officer.

A senior police officer said,
“She tried to show she was paying
for the services... which later
turned out to be fake UPI payment
receipts. She showed transactions
on a bank’s UPI mobile applica-
tion. When hotel authorities con-
tacted the bank, it was found that
it never received any payment...,”
said a senior police officer.

In the FIR, hotel staff alleged
that when they approached the
accused about the fraudulent
transactions, she “hesitated” to
present the actual bank state-
ment. Later, she was found “es-
caping with her bags”. The hotel
also alleged she attacked staff
when they tried to stop her.

Two FROM ‘MIRCHI GANG’ AMONG 3 ARRESTED

How fingerprints in car he

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

ON THE night of January 6, 2020,
39-year-old Gaurav Chandel, the
regional manager of a private
healthcare firm, was heading
back to Noida’s Gaur City from his
office in Gurgaon. When he was
five minutes away from home, he
called his wife to tell her he was
nearly there when he was as-
saulted and shot in the head in-
side his SUV. For the next five
hours, his family tried to get a
hold of him; they finally used the
GPS tracker on his phone and
found his body around 4.15amon
the service lane between Parthala
roundabout and Hindon bridge.

Suspectingittobeacaseofa
robbery gone wrong or a car-
jacking, a case of murder was
lodged. For almost a month,
Noida Police were unable to
crack the case or make an arrest.
Eventually, it was Chandel’s Kia
Seltos, found a week after his
murder at Ghaziabad’s Akash
Nagar, that provided a vital clue.

Noida Police brought the car
in for examination by the crime
team and forensic experts. As per
protocol, the fingerprint expert
lifted prints from the steering
which matched with that of
Chandel. However, more finger-
prints of two unidentified per-
sons were found on the door,
console, and gear, said a senior
police officer. “The vehicle had
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The victim, Gaurav Chandel;
(right) his car was found a
week after his murder

gathered dust over the week and
it was a task for forensic experts
to recover evidence from it,”
added the officer.

Police suspected the involve-
ment of the Mirchi gang, which

camp tenders: L-G directs
action against 3 officials

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

L-G VK Saxena has directed ac-
tion against three officers of the
revenue department in the Delhi
government for “irregularities”
inawarding work to put up tents
for the Kanwar Yatra in 2022.
Raj Niwas officials said “gross
misconduct” was seen in con-
nection with setting up tents and
other facilities for Kanwariyas.
Saxena directed Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar to take "strict ac-
tion" against the three officers.
The direction was based on a
Vigilance Directorate report, in
which it was alleged that a scam
had taken place in awarding the
tent work for Kanwar camps by
the caretaking branch of the rev-
enue department. The matter
was related to allotment of tent
work worth Rs 23.40 crore for
Kanwar camps in the city in 2022.
The L-G Secretariat had re-

Iped cops crack 2

ceived acomplaint dated July 19,
2022, that was forwarded to the
chief secretary, with a direction
to submit a factual report on the
matter, said a Raj Niwas official.
“The report categorically under-
lined gross misconduct on the
part of the three officials as the
work awarded to the bidders
was modified without prior ap-
proval of the competent author-
ity, thus causing loss to the gov-
ernment exchequer,” he said.
The revenue department,
during enquiry, informed that
prior approval was not taken by
the caretaking branch toinclude
new items in the work order and
they were presumably inserted
in the final document allegedly
by the three officials, he said.
The Delhi government said in
astatement that while it was un-
aware of any such case, if the al-
legations are substantiated, it is
“unequivocally committed to
taking the most stringent meas-
ures against those involved”.

isinvolved in several cases of car-
jacking, extortion, kidnapping,
robbery, and attempt to murder
cases in Delhi-NCR, Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana.

On January 26, UP Police ar-

rested one of the gang’s mem-
bers, sharpshooter Umesh
Pandit, from Hapur after rounds
of crossfire. Said a Noida Police
officer, “One of the fingerprints
lifted from the car’s door

Rapid rail from Ghaziabad to
Noida Airport: Survey kicks
off to chart layout of stations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, JANUARY 17

A SURVEY for a new Rapid Rail
from Ghaziabad to the upcom-
ing Noida International Airport
has begun, with officials stating
that soil testing, the layout of sta-
tions, and determination of the
track are ongoing.

A Detailed Project Report
(DPR) is expected to be submit-
ted by the National Capital
Region Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) by March, said an
official.

The new Rapid Rail, which
will go via Greater Noida West
and Pari Chowk, will be con-
structed in two phases. In the
first phase, a 37.15 km-long cor-
ridor will be built between
Ghaziabad and Ecotech-5
(Kasna). It is proposed to be
ready by the year 2031. In the
second phase, a 35.11 km-long
corridor will be built from
Ecotech 6 to the Noida Airport.

A total of at least 12 stations
will be part of the corridor —
Ghaziabad RRTS, Ghaziabad
South, Greater Noida West
(Sector 4), Greater Noida (Sector
2), Knowledge Park 5, Surajpur,
Pari Chowk, Ecotech-6, Dankaur,
YEIDA North (Sector-18), YEIDA
Central (Sector-21,35) and Noida
Airport.

According to the feasibility
report, the entire project will
cost around Rs 16,189 crore. The

THE PROJECT

FIRST PHASE: 37.15 km-
long corridor to be built
between Ghaziabad and
Ecotech-5 (Kasna).Itis
proposed to be ready

by 2031

SECOND PHASE: 35.11
km-long corridor to be
built from Ecotech 6 to
the Noida Airport

CORRIDORTO have
12 stations

TOTAL COST:X16,189 crore

first phase corridor from
Ghaziabad to Kasna will cost Rs
9,798 crore while the second
phase will cost Rs 6,391 crore.

Officials said that the Central
government will bear 20% of the
cost and the state government
will bear 50%. The rest will
be borne by the Yamuna Ex-
pressway Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (YEIDA) and
Greater Noida authority.

Last year in December, the
Uttar Pradesh government ap-
proved linking the Rapid Rail
project with the Noida
International Airport in Jewar,
parts of the NCR and Delhi.
However, it is a long-term plan,
where a 72.2 kilometre-long
corridor is expected to be com-
pleted by 2041.

The Airport is expected to be

No house tax increase
in Ghaziabad, existing
rates to apply: Mayor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, JANUARY 17

HOUSE TAX in Ghaziabad will not
beincreased and the existing rate
will continue to apply, said Mayor
Sunita Dayal Wednesday. This
comes after the Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation (GMC)
had proposed to increase the
house tax to be at par with the DM
circle rate and sought suggestions.

The circle rate in the city is
calculated based on a road’s
width in the area. The existing
house tax ranges from Rs 1.61
per sq ft to 2.45 per sq ft, whereas
the proposed one was a maxi-
mum of Rs 4 per sq ft. This would
mean that the properties near
the national highways would
have to pay more tax.

Dayal said house tax was re-
vised this financial year and it
would not be appropriate to in-
crease it further. “In the interest
of the people of the city, instruc-
tions have been given not to in-
crease house tax. It has alsobeen
said that in the past, house tax
was increased by 10%, before
that too, it was increased by 5%...
as per rules, it cannot be in-
creased now,” the Mayor said.

“This proposal has come
from the state government, but
it will not be implemented yet. [
will take this issue to the GMC
board, where it will be discussed
with all councillors... because if
we implement this in the cur-
rent form, then house tax will
increase a lot. If required, we will
take this matter to the govern-
ment level,” Dayal told The

matched those of Umesh...”
Police then found that
Chandel was targeted by three

people from the
gang — kingpin
Ashu ]Jat, his
wife Poonam,
and Umesh. The
trio were pass-
ing by Noida’s
Parthala Chowk
when they
spotted Chandel
on the phone.
Umesh targeted Chandel and
tried to grab hold of the car keys.
A scuffle broke out and Ashu al-
legedly shot Chandel twice in
the back of the head.

“On Umesh’s instance,
Poonam was also arrested,”

CRACKING

THECASE

Indian Express.

As the municipal corporation
cannot place additional burden
on the people, talks are on with
officials and every possible step
will be taken on priority, the
Mayor added.

Dayal also appealed to those
who have never paid any house
tax to voluntarily come forward
and do so.In such cases, only tax
for the last two years will be col-
lected. Otherwise, the GMC will
collect tax from them with
charges in place since the begin-
ning. “We have appealed to the
public to self-calculate and in-
form us how much house tax
they have to pay. In such a situa-
tion, they will be given an ex-
emption. For this, we will set up
camps at various places, so peo-
ple do not face any problems. But
if someone deliberately does not
deposit his/her house tax, then
action will be taken by the cor-
poration and they will have to
pay the full tax from the start,”
added Dayal.

Some former councillors too
opposed the move and said it
would be unfair toimpose addi-
tional burden on home buyers.

In his objection submitted to
the GMC, ex-councilor Mukesh
Garg said the municipal com-
missioner can revise house tax
only once in two years as per the
UP Municipal Corporation Act,
1959. “House tax was increased
by 10% on April 1,2023, and im-
plemented... and the proposed
rates are to be implemented
from April 1, 2024 -- this is not
legal because it would be revised
before two years,” said Garg.

added another officer.

Meanwhile, Ashu alias
Akash Rajendra Singh (32) con-
tinued to evade po-
lice. In September
2020, he was ar-
rested by the
Mumbai  Police
from Jogeshwari
West Prem Nagar.
Officers had said
Ashu used to hide
his identity by pos-
ing as a vegetable
vendor and kept changing his
location.

After his arrest, Ashu was
brought on transit remand to UP
and eventually taken on remand
by Noida Police in connection
with Chandel’s murder. Said an

The Noida Airport
is expected to be
operational by Dec 2024

operational by December 2024
and the priority section of the
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS,
from Sahibabad to Duhai, is cur-
rently operational. Meanwhile,
work is on for the next phase up
to Meerut.

Recently, NCRTC officials
gave a presentation to Yamuna
Authority officials detailing the
work done so far. Officials said a
survey has been started to pre-
pare the DPR. Apart from this,
soil is being examined, so that
the locations of stations, pillars
etc.canbe decided. The layout of
the station will be decided ac-
cordingly. NCRTC officials will
now give a presentation in
February, wherein authority of-
ficials will share their sugges-
tions. After this, the DPR will be
submitted to the government.

Now, travel

from home to
office & back
on one ticket

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

COMMUTERS IN Delhi will now
be able to travel from home to
their workplace and back via
four modes of transportation on
a single ticket.

The trial run of a single-ticket
platform — allowing journeys on
auto rickshaws, taxis, buses and
the Delhi Metro, on a single
ticket — went live Wednesday,
providing the service through-
out the city. It will expand over
the coming days.

The service, which allows
commuters to purchase a single
ticket to travel on, for instance,
an auto that will pick them up
from their doorstep and drop
them at a bus stop or Metro sta-
tion for the next leg of their jour-
ney aboard a bus or trainis a joint
venture between Tummoc and
the Delhi government.

“The app, which went live on
Wednesday, enables commuters
to book their journeys on four
modes of transport; the same
ticket will get activated and al-
low point A to B journeys across
the city,” a senior government
official said.

Announcing the initiative,
Delhi Transport Secretary-cum-
Commissioner Ashish Kundra,
in a post on X (earlier Twitter),
said, “Integrating first mile
(home to metro station / bus
stop ) and last mile from metro
station and bus stop. Single
ticket for a single journey. Delhi
transport goes digital. Urging all
users to give ita try...”

020 murder of Noida man

officer, “The second fingerprint
of the unidentified person
matched Ashu’s. It further made
it clear that both Ashu and
Umesh were involved in the as-
sault and murder while Poonam
was an accomplice.”

Four officers, including the
SHO of Bisrakh police station,
two sub-inspectors, and the
Kotwali Garhi station in-charge,
were suspended for negligence
in the case after Chandel’s family
alleged lack of appropriate and
speedy action.

The case is currently at the
stage of prosecution evidence at
the District and Sessions Court
in Surajpur. All three accused are
currently lodged in Noida’s
Luksar jail.
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Ensure no hate speech: SC tells
District Magistrates ahead of
rallies by BJP MLA, Hindu outfit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE SUPREME Court Wednesday
declined to stop upcoming pub-
licrallies by the Hindu Janajagruti
Samiti and BJP MLA T Raja Singh
in Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh
respectively, but directed author-
ities in each state to take appro-
priate steps to ensure that no hate
speech is made at the events.

Taking note of apprehensions
expressed regarding the events
in an interlocutory application,
aBench of Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice Dipankar Datta asked
the district magistrates of
Yavatmal in Maharashtra and
Raipur in Chhattisgarh to take
requisite steps and to install
CCTV cameras to record the
events, if needed.

The court, however, refused
to stop the events and pointed
out that the applicant had not
made the person or group
whose rally was being objected
to a party to his petition.

The Bench said inits order, “It
is to be noted that persons
against whom allegations have
been made have not been im-
pleaded as parties. Nevertheless,
in view of the assertions made,
we require the authorities to be
cautious of the fact that no in-
citement to violence or hate

BJP MLA
TRajaSingh

speech can be permitted. We ac-
cordingly direct the district mag-
istrate of Yavatmal and Raipur to
take notice of allegations and
take appropriate steps as may be
advised and required. If neces-
sary and deemed appropriate,
the police will install CCTV cam-
eras with recording facilities so
that perpetrators can be identi-
fied if any event happens.”

The plea alleged that the
Samiti “has been actively in-
volved in organising events
where speeches are delivered
openly demonising Muslims and
calling for their boycott”. It said
the outfit is organising three
eventsonJanuary 18 in Yavatmal,
while Singh “is also going to hold
a series of rallies in Chattisgarh
from January 19 to January 25”.

The application was filed in a
pending writ petition by Shaheen
Abdullah, a multimedia journal-
ist. Appearing for the applicant,
senior advocate Kapil Sibal said
the lodging of FIRs was not deter-
ring Singh from continuing to de-
liver objectionable speeches.

we come to this courtand an FIR
is lodged. But nothing is done.
Then he continues with this kind
of speech. What s the point of all
this then?” he said. Referring to
some of the speeches by the leg-
islator, Sibal added, “See the kind
of hatred he is propagating.”

Justice Khanna said he had
gone through the speeches and
added, “Certainly objectionable.”

However, the court said it can-
not preempt that a speech may
be objectionable and stop it.

“Ishe a party? Your request, if
granted, will affect someone. Your
prayer is to ensure that permis-
sion is not granted or withdraw
permission if already granted.
How can we pass this order with-
out this person being a party or
hearing them? This goes against
the fundamental principles of
natural justice” said Justice Datta.

Sbial said it “will happen
again and again unless Your
Lordships intervene”.

Justice Khanna pointed out
that the court had intervened
and passed orders. “In one case,
we had passed

2.5L investors of Sahara
Group co-op societies
got back Rs 241 cr: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

UNION HOME Minister and
Minister for Cooperation Amit
Shah on Wednesday said 2.5
lakh investors of Sahara Group
of Cooperative Societies have got
back Rs 241 crore so far.
Speaking after inaugurating
the office building of the Central
Registrar of Cooperative Societies
(CRCS) in New Delhi, Shah said
that though many had said peo-
ple’s money stuck in the Sahara
Group won't be returned, “about
1.5 crore investors... have been
registered, and 2.5 lakh people
have got Rs 241 crore back”.
OnAugust4,2023,Shahhad
released the first tranche of re-
funds to “genuine depositors” of
Sahara Group of Cooperative
Societies through CRCS-Sahara
Refund Portal, and Rs 10,000
eachwas transferred to the bank
accounts of 112 beneficiaries.
The CRCS-Sahara Refund
Portal was launched on July 18,
2023. Through this portal, de-

positors of four cooperative soci-
eties of Sahara Group can submit
their claims for their money.

In its order on March 29,
2023, the Supreme Court had di-
rected that Rs 5,000 crore should
be transferred out of the
“Sahara-SEBI Refund Account”,
to the CRCS for disbursement
against the legitimate dues of the
genuine depositors of the Sahara
Group of Cooperative Societies.
The process of disbursement is
being supervised and monitored
by Justice R. Subhash Reddy, for-
mer judge of Supreme Court.

‘Red Sea tensions won'’t affect fertilisers’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

TENSIONS IN the Red Sea will not

lead to any shortage of fertilisers
inIndia as the country has suf-
ficient stocks to meet the re-
quirement of the coming kharif
season, Minister of Chemicals
and Fertilizers Mansukh
Mandaviya said Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters,
Mandaviya said, “The Ministry
of External Affairs is making
interventions, and the Indian
Navy is providing protection
to Indian cargo vessels.”

He said that a stock of 70
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) urea,
20 LMT diammonium phos-
phate, 10 LMT muriate of

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

potash, 10 LMT NPK (nitrogen,
phosphorus, and potassium) and
20 LMT single super phosphate is
available as on January 17, and is
sufficient to meet the requirement
of one season.

“India’s domestic plants will
also produce fertilisers in the com-
ing week, so there will be no
shortage,” he said. He, however,
said there has beenanincreasein
freight cost due to the tensions.
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e-Application
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of Single Super Phosphate (SSP) units for supply of Powder and
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www.nationalfertilizers.com (Homepage). E-Tender No.
2024 NFL_ 181390_1. Last date of Bid submission date  Opening of
Technical Bid document is - 15.30 Hrs on 01.02.2024 [ 15.30 Hrs on
02.02.2024. Any Corrigendum (5] to this tender shall be published only

on our websiles DGM (lic) FPS (I & D)
& (@NFL_Kisan ¢ @nationalfertilizers @ National Fertilizers Limited

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE

15t Floor, Chanakya Place, R-Block, Patna- 800001
(Tel. 22206410-543, Fax: 0612-2223178)

Date : 18.01.2024

negative as-
pect?” he
asked.

Whereas,

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the BANK OF INDIA, PATNA MAIN BRANCH, FRASER ROAD, PATNA under the
Securtization and Reconstruction of Financlal Assels and Enforcement of Secunty Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferrad

“When the event takes place,

- centres par excellence in the service of humanity
(A group of autonomous institutions under the Govt. of NCT of Delhi)
EAST: DILSHAD GARDEN, DELHI 110095, INDIA

EPABX: +91-11-2213 5200, 2213 5700 FAX: +91-11-2211 0505
WEST: C-2/B, JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI 110058, INDIA
EPABX: +91-11-2550 1111, 2554 1111 FAX: +91-11-2554 3333
Website: www.dsci.nic.in E-mail: director.dsci@nic.in NIN No: 1112313380

RECRUITMENT NOTICE
(Advertisement No. 09/2023)

Delhi State Cancer Institute (DSCI) is a chain of Autonomous,
dedicated Cancer Care Institutions under the Government of
NCT of Delhi established under the Societies Registration Act
of 1860.

To achieve the aims and to expand its services further for the
patients, the Institute invites Applications for Professors and
Associate Professors in various disciplines, from the willing
persons who feel capable to accept challenges in various fields.
The appointment of all categories of staff will be made initially
for a period of 2 years on contract and extendable subject to
performance and requirement of this institute.

Interested candidates may visit Hospital website i.e.,
www.dsci.nic.in or Delhi Gouvt. website i.e.
www.health.delhigovt.nic.in for further details.

(Dr Vatsala Aggarwal)

DIP/SHABDARTH/CLASSIFIED/0301/23-24 Director & CEO

under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 af the Securty Intarast (Enforcement] rules 2002 issued a demand notica as detailed in the tabla
| hereunder written calling upon the below mentioned borowers to repay the amount shown in the respeciive notices mentioned against their

names in the table, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The barrower/s andior guarantorsis having failed to repay the amount, notice Is heraby given (o tha borrowarn's or guarantors’s and the public

in ganeral that the undersigned has taken possassion of the propery described harein balow in axercisa of powers conferred on him under

sub-section (4) of section 13 of Act read with nule & of the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 12" day of January of the

vear 2024,

Tha borrower's andior guarantorsds in partcular and the public in ganeral is hareby cautioned nat to daal with the properly and any dealings
with the said property will be subject 1o the charge of tha BANK OF INDIA, PATNAMAIN BRANCH, FRASER RDAD, PATMA for the amount

shown in the respective column of the table

| The borrowen's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8] of section 13 of the Act, In respect of time available, to redeem the secured

Kumar Pandeya, Jan Shakti Colony, Road

'Farm Address: Baisadih, P5-Piro Bhojpur,

' Guarantor: Mr. Pallav Kumar, S/o Mr. Arun

assals.
i. Branch, ii. Date _ Date of
Mame of Bormower & Guarantor & Amount as per Description of the Immovable property Possession
Notice ws 13(2) of Assets
M/S AHA FARM PRODUCTS DEVELOPERS (l)Patna Main 1. All that part and parcel of the property consisting | 412 01,2024
& PROCESSOR, Reg Office: Sri Akhileshwar | Branch, Patna | of Description of the Immovable Property Mauza-

Mo-24 E, Rajiv Magar, Patna-800024,

Faina, Partners: 1. Arun Prakash, Sio
Dudheshwar Pandey, E-G1, Jawshar Park,
Kanpur South Delhi, Delhi-110062, 2. Sanjay
Kumar Pandeya, S'o Akhileshwar Kumar
Pandeya, Jan Shakti Colony, Road No-24E,
Rajiv Magar, Keshri Magar, Paina-800024

upto the

Kumar Singh, B/41, Jagat Vaishnavi
Apartment, Ashivana Phase-l, Faina

* With further interest at applicable rate till repayment.

Date: 12.01.2024
Place: Patna

4% 3% sfear |

msﬁm

(*rraon A TT O T AErdeer)

(m Union Bank

af lndia
(A Qe of India Undamtaking)

PATLIPUTRA BRANCH

Ground Floor, Ramayan Plaza, Rajapurpul, Opp.
Gate Mo. - 32, Digha Main Road, Patna - 800001

said notice.

APPENDIX-IV RULE - 8(1) POSSESSION NOTICE

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Union Bank of India, Patliputra Branch under the
securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securty Interest Act, 2002 and in
exercise of powers conferrad under section 13{12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interast (Enforcement) Rules
2002 issued a demand notice dated 07.06.2023 calling upon The Borrowers Sri Baij Math Singh S/o Sri
Kailash Singh C/o Bhutan Singh, Post Office Gali, Punaichak, Patna - 800023 and Sri Kailash Singh Sfo Late
Marayan Singh, Both Rfo Rajpur, PO - Bihata English, Imamdpur, Bhojpur - 802209 to repay the amount
mentionad in notice being Rs. 11,15,392.80 (Rupees Eleven Lakh Fifteen Thousand Three Hundred Ninety
Two and Eighty Paise Only) as on 31.05.2023 & interest thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of the

The Bomower/Guarantor/Mortgagor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowar
and also the publicin general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described hereunder in
exercise of the powers conferred on him under saction 13(4) of the Act read with rule 8 of the said rules on this
15" day of January of the year 2024.
The Borrowen'Guarantor/Mortgagor in particular, and public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Union Bank of India, Patliputra
Branch (Branch Code 828505) for anamount Bs. 11,15,392 80 (Rupees Eleven Lakh Fifteen Thousand Three
Hundred Ninety Two and Eighty Paise Only)ason 31.05.2023 and further interest thereon.
The Borrower's/Guarantor's™ortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-saction (8) of saction 13 of
section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
Description of Inmovable Properties :

Land and Building in the name of Sri Baij Math Singh, Situated at
Thana No. 94, Tauzi Mo, - 5213 (Old),Bihar Govt. (Mew), Khata Mo, - 76, Survey Plot No. - 35 Part, Samiti Plot

h;.fh.ereas.

The aforesaid borrowers/guarantors in

and interest thereon.

(i1} Demand MNotice
Date: 05.10.2023,
¥ 80,26,888.14
{Contractual dues

Notice) with future
interest thereon
compoundead with
monthly rests & all
costs, charges &
Expenses

Bank of India

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable property)

The Undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the BANEK OF INDIA under the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financial of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13{12) read with Rule 3
of the Security Interest [Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as detailed in the table hereunder written
calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to repay the amount shown in the respective notices mentioned
against their names in the table, within 80days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrowers/guarantors mentioned below having failed to repay the amount shown in the respective3 notices
issued u/s 13(2) within the stipulated time, notice is hereby given to the aforementioned borrowers/guarantors and
the public in ganeral that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property/fies {Secured Assets)
described in the table given below in exercise of powers conferred on me under Section 13{4) of the said Act red
with rule 8 ofthe sald rules an the date(5) mentionead against the respective property.

the property/ies mentionad in the table hereunder written and any dealings with the said property/ies will be
subjectto the charge of the BANK OF INDIA for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and table

The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section {8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.

Baizadih, Khesra Mo. 103, Khata No. 39, Thana
Mo, 108, Tauzi- Bihar Gowt., PS5 .-Piro, Dist-Bhojpur,
Boundary:- Morth: Block Top Village Road,
South: Sunil Upadhaya, East: Vishram Upadhaya,
West: Bhuneshwar Upadhaya

Z.a: Primary Security: Hypothecation of Plant and
Machinery including Equipments, b: Collateral
Security: Equitable mongage of Land and Building
having measuring area 14.50 Katha, Mauza-
Baisadih, Khesra No-103, Khata No-29, Thana No-
108, Tauzi-Bihar Gowvt, PS-Piro in the Name of Mr,
Arun Prakash, Sfo Dudeshwar Pandey acquired
vide Gift deed No 4108 dated 02,12, 20186,

date of

Authorized Officer
Bank of India

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE

13t Faior, Chanak F] Place, R-Black, Pama-B00001
{Tel, 2230640643 Fau: 06123327

APPENDIX IV, Rule 3[1]

particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with

MINERAL EXPLORATION AND CONSULTANCY LIMITED
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Bhavan, Seminary Hills.
% Nagpur- 440006 (Maharashtra)
Phone: (0712) - 2510310 CIN:U13100MH1972G01016078
E-Mail: hod-hrd@mecl.co.in Website: www.mecl.co.in

Mineral Exploration And Consultancy Limited (MECL), A
Miniraina-1 CPSE, under the Ministry of Mines, Government
of India, invites application for Engagement of Experts
(Geosciences) and Expert (Mining) on contract basis.
For detailed advertisement please visit at Career Section of
our Corporate website at: www.mecl.co.in

Last date of receipt of application is 21 days from the

date of publication,
Advt. No. 01/Exp./Contract-2024 Date: 18.01.2024
General Manager (HR)

T Tiw frufassd voe SSifrad fafes
Garden Reach Ehmbulhde_r_s E- EI‘IgII‘IEEFE lelted

Regd and Corp Office: GRSE Bhavan, B each Foad, Kaolkata - TO0024

£

Opening Date for Online reglstrauon 11 Jan 2024
Closing Date for Online registration: 1 Feb 2024

GRSE Ltd. is one of the premier Defence Shipyards and Mini Ratna
Category-l Company. The Company invites applications fron";|
qualified, talented and energetic Indian Nationals for the posts o

Officers in various grades as indicated below:

(i)  General Manager (E-7)— Technical—01 Post (OBC)

(i)  Additional General Manager (E-6)—Finance —01 Post (UR)
(iii)  Additional General Manager (E-6)-HR —01 Post (OBC)

(iv) Deputy General Manager (E-5) Technical (IT)—-01 Post (SC)
(v) Senior Manager (E-4)-Engineering—01 Post (OBC)

(vi) Senior Manager (E-4)[Fixed Term]-Technical- 01 Post (UR)
(Experience and knowledge of export oriented
commercial shipbuilding and green technology in
shipbuilding projects is desirable.)

(vii) Manager (E-3)- Finance —01 Post (ST)

(viii) Manager (E-3)-1T-01Post(OBC)

(ix) Deputy Manager (E-2)-Legal-01 Post(OBC)

(x) Deputy Manager (E-2)- HR-01 Post (OBC)

(xi) Deputy Manager (E-2)- HR(CSR)-01 Post (OBC)

(xii) Deputy Manager (E-2)—Medical—01 Post (OBC)

(xiii) Deputy Manager (E-2) [Fixed Term]—Medical — 01 Post

[OBC & PWBD (OH)]

Deputy Manager (E-2) — Safety— 01 Post (EWS)

(Posting at GRSE’s Ranchi Unit)

Deputy Manager (E-2)—Fire— 01 Post (OBC)

Junior Manager (E-0) — Technical (Engineering) — 06*

(UR-01,0BC-02, SC-01, EWS-01, ST-01)

(xvii) Junior Manager (E-0)—Technical (Electrical) - 05*
(UR-02, OBC-01, SC-01, ST-01)

(xviii) Junior Manager (E-0) — Technical (Hull) — 04*
(UR-01,0BC-01, SC-01, ST-01)
* Out of 15 posts of JM (Tech), 02 posts are reserved for
PwBD(VH/LV)and 01 Post is reserved for PwBD(HH/PD)

The details like General Conditions, eligibility, essentiall
qualification, minimum experience, selection process, how to apply
etc. are available in 'Career section' of GRSE website
www.grse.in or https://jobapply.in/grse2024

Candidates are required to apply only through ONLINE mode. No
other means/ mode of submission of applications will be accepted.

Any Addendum/Corrigendum will only be published in GRSE
website.

(xiv)

(xv)
(xvi)

“In pursuit of Excellence and Quality in Shipbuilding™

WVikit us at @ wwwa Ersean

< ~= Modern Education Society, Pune
3 19, Late Prin. V. K. Joag Path,
Wadia College Campus, Pune - 411001

Mo. - 7 of Vazant Vihar Grih Mirman Samity Lid. Patna, Mauza - Betaurha, Survey PS - Phulwarisharif, Present
PS5 - Beur, Dist. Patna Having Area admeasuring 5.16384 Decimal (1 Katha 13 Dhur 16 Dhurki) and Boundary :
North - Amit Upadhyay, South - Prasent Purchaser, East - Survey Alang {Road), West : Purchaser

Place : Patna

Date : 15.01.2024

Authorised Officer (Union Bank of India]nl

MPL

RS THON POYWER LIMITED

MAITHON POWER LIMITED
(A Joint Venture of Tata Power and DVC)
Registered Office: Corporate Center, 24 Sant Tukaram Road,Carnac Bunder,
Mumbai-400009, Maharashtra, India.
CIN-UT43909MHZ000PLC26T29T, Website: www.tatapower.com/mp!

EXTRACT OF FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 315T DECEMBER, 2023

¥ crores
- ﬂuﬂarler ended l:ll.:arter ended ‘r’u:r ended
No. Standalone H D;;za;ﬂhar__ 3| D;Ezmhu. H II;;;ch,
Unaudited Unaudited Audited

1 | Totalincome from operafions a45.09 a03.35 302745
2 | NetProfit for the period before tax 34 61 1013 70,94
3 | Net Profil for the period after tax 81.12 101.B6 33820
4 | Total comprehansive income for tha period 81.12 101 .86 338.36
S | Paid-up equity share capital (Face Value of T 10 each) 1.508.92 1.503.92 1.508.592
£ | Ressrves{Excluding Revaluation Reserve) 334,95 ari44 58130
T | Netwarth 2497 87 1,982 36 206022
& | Outstanding debd 1,440 46 1,637.50 1,615.18
2 | Debtequity ratio 0.58 0.83 0.78
10 | Eamings pershare (EFSHofT 10 each)

Basic(¥)° .54 0.68 2.25

Diluted (T)* (.54 .68 2.25
11 | Dabenture redemplion resene 49,63 129.05 129.05
12 | Debtservice covarage ratio* (.69 0.96 1.63
13 | Interest service coverage rafio * 416 422 3.88

*Cuartely ralios are nofannualised
Notes:

16" January, 2024,

Place: Mumbai
Date: 16" January, 2024

1. The above resufts have been reviewed by the Awdit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at ther meeting held on

2. The above is an extract of the detaied format of Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 52 of the SEBI
[Listing and Cther Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, The full format of the annual financial Resuls is available on the
website of stock exchange www.nsendia,com and Company's websile www.lalapower.com/mpl,

Ashish Khanna
DM DEESA5ZT
Chairman

apaper..ne'ss.cnm

Moot i. Branch, ii. Date ) Date of
Borrower & Amount as per Details of Propery Possession
Notice u/s 13(2) of Assets
M/s m Rajendra Nagar Des-:r]ptbun of the Immovable Property: All that part and parcel of| 12.01.2024
intrade | Colony Branch | the property consisting of Office No. 216, 2nd Floor measuring an|
Commerce (ii) Dema nd area of 708 S5q.ft. situated in commercial complex "Ashiana Towers"
Prop. ”;.:.“ff E’g;‘;‘ bearing Holding No. 171/69 of 1988-89, Circle No. 9, Mauza:
Mrs. Rs. 3:5__4'9,“4];_ Moharrampur, PS: Gandhi Maidan, Exihibition Road, District: Patna,
2?::: and Interest State: Bihar, Pin; 800001, Bounded:- On the MNorth by: Corridor, On
thereon. the South by: Open Space being side setback of the building, On
the East by: Office No. 218, On the West by: Office Na. 214.
* With further interest at applicable rate till repayment.
Date: 12.01.2024 Authorized Officer|
Place: Patna Bank of India

e
rgﬁdtum
* Languages

feeeht e

Department of Art, Culture & Languages, Govt, of NCT of Delhi

REPUBLIC DAY MUSHAIRA

Urdu Academy, Delhi

Crpanises

19" January, 2024 at 6.30 P.M. (Friday)
Venue: Town Hall Park, Chandni Chowk , Delhi

Chief Guest

Mr. Saurabh Bhardwaj

To be presided over by
Prof. Shehpar Rasool

Hon'ble Minister for Art, Culture & Languages, Govt. of Dell

DIPShabdarth/Display/0300/23-14

Invited Poets:eAquil NaumanieFaiyaz Farooqui eVajahat Hussain Dayam
eShyama Singh Saba eFehmi Badayuni eAhmad Alvi eShaida Amrohvi eQuaiser
Khalid eMehmood Asar eNadeem Shad eSyed Nazam Igbal eAkhtar Allahabadi
eHina Rizwi eAamir Azher eMushfique Bachhrayuni eCompere: Riyaz Saghar

You ane cordially invited

Please take your seat before time. For security reasons, do not bring any
objectionable items into the venue of Mushaira.

Secretary (A.C.L.)
Government of NCT of Delhi

secretary
Urdu Academy,Delh

Applications (in the prescribed format are available on the website
https:/mespune.org) are invited from eligible candidates for the Post of
Principal at the following colleges of Modern Education Society, Pune

F?.I.:;. ?;:Pen:: Name of the College ;‘:;:: Reservation
1. Nawrosjee Wadia College, Pune
2. Neass Wadia College of Commerce, Pune SC 01
1 |Principal | 3. D.G. Ruparel College Of Arts, 04 Vi-A: 01
Commerce and Science, Mumbai Open : 02
4, New Law College, Mumbai

Terms & Conditions :

*  Qualifications, pay scales and other requirement are as prescribed
by the UGC notification dated. 18-July-2018 Government of
Maharashtra Resolution No. Misc-2018/C.R.56/18/UNI-1, dated.
8-March-2019 and University circular No. TAAS/(CT)ICD/2018-
19/1241, dated. 26-March-2019 and revised from time to time."

» Reservation policies for candidates will be as per the norms &
circulars of UGC, Delhi, Government of Maharashtra, Mumbai,
Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune & University of Mumbai,
Mumbai as applicable.

* Candidates having knowledge of Marathi will be preferred.

» Candidates applying for the post of Principal should submit their
verified APl score record A minimum score as stipulated in the
Academic Performance Indicater (APl) Performance Based
Appraisal System [PBAS) as set out in UGC norms.

* Asperthe U.G.C norms appointment for the post of Principal will be
for tenure of five years from the date of appointment or up to tha
attainment of superannuation whichewveris earlier,

» fssociate Professor) Professor with approved total experience of
fifteen years of teaching/ research fadministration in Universities,
Colleges and other institutions of Higher Education,

# Candidates belonging to reserved categories should be send two
xerox copies of their application along with the attested copy of
caste certificate to the Dy. Registrar, Special Cell, University of
Mumbai - 400032 and Deputy Registrar, Reservation Cell,
Savitribal Phule Pune University, Ganeshkhind Road, Pune -
411007.

= The candidates selected for the position of Principal, against the
reservation categories menticned above will be considered for all
four colleges under Modern Education Society. The dacision of the
management shall be final inthis regard.

= This recruitment procedure is subject to decision by Hon, Bombay
High Court Aurangabad Bench on writ Petitions Mo, 12051,/2015.

» Applicants who are already employed must send their application
through proper channel. Applicants are reguired to account for
breaks if any in their academic career,

*  The post of Principal is subject to transfer among the institutions of
the Modern Education Society at Pune and Mumbai.

= Mo, TAS DA will be payable tothe candidates.

+ [nterested candidates should send Hardcopy of the application
form (filled through Google form) with Resume, Testimonials,
attested copies of all refevant documents and certificates, API
should reach. The Secretary, Modern Education Society, Pune 19,
Late Prin. V.K loag Path, Wadia College Campus, Pune - 411 001
within 30 days from the date of publication of this advertisement.
This is University approved advertisement.

* |ncomplete applications, applications received after the last date
and applications not submitted through proper channel are liable
to be rejected. 5d/-

Secretary/Trustee
Modern Education Society, Pune

Date: 18/01/2024
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Templeis flood,

AYODHYA DIARIES

UP tostart helicopter services to
Ayodhya from 6 dists by month-end

UTTAR PRADESH government will start helicopter services to
Ayodhya from six districts in the state by the end of this month,
a senior official said on Wednesday. The services will be started
from Gorakhpur, Varanasi, Lucknow, Prayagraj, Mathura and
Agra. Helicopter services will be started from Lucknow later
this month, Principal Secretary, Tourism, Mukesh Meshram
said. He added the government has fixed the fare for the serv-
ices.In addition to this, the state government is also introduc-
ing an aerial darshan of Ayodhya and the Ram temple there,
Meshram said. For this, helicopter rides will start from a heli-
pad near the tourism guesthouse along the banks of the Saryu
river. People interested in the aerial darshan will have to make
advance bookings, the official said. PTI

BClwrites to CJl requesting

court holiday on consecration day

THE BAR Council of India (BCI) has written to CJID Y Chan-
drachud, requesting him to declare a holiday in all courts across
the country to mark the consecration of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya on January 22. The letter written by BCI chairperson
Manan Kumar Mishra highlighted the religious and cultural sig-
nificance of the event. It said a holiday would allow members of
thelegal fraternity and court staff to participate in or observe the
ceremonies in Ayodhya and the related events elsewhere.
Underlining that the SC's verdict of November9, 2019, which al-
located the disputed land for the construction of the temple, af-
firmed the birthplace of Lord Ram and resonated with the truth
and beliefs of the Hindu community, the letter said a holiday
would also “demonstrate a harmonious blend of legal processes
with the cultural ethos of our nation”. PTI

Gorakhpur Zoo offers 50% off
ontickets forthose named ‘Ram’

IN AN unusual initiative ahead of the ‘Pran Pratishtha’ event,
Gorakhpur Zoo has decided that visitors named ‘Ram’ will be
given a 50% discount on tickets on the eve of the ceremony.
Visitors will need to show ID papers to avail the discount, the
zoo’s director said Wednesday. Manoj Kumar Shukla, director
of the Shaheed Ashfaq Ulla Khan Prani Udyan, said that it will
be available only for a day on January 21. Although the zoo has
aweekly off on Mondays, Shukla has decided to play a live tele-
cast of the ceremony at the entrance plaza of the zoo. PTI

Man arrested for tearing banners

put up for Lord Ram in Karnataka

A 22-YEAR-old man was arrested Wednesday for allegedly
tearing banners of Lord Ram that were put up in Kolar district
to commemorate the Ram temple inauguration in Ayodhya on
January 22. After checking CCTV footage, a street vendor, Zaheer
Khan, was arrested. A police officer said, “The banners were
put up for the Ram Mandir inauguration in Ayodhya and also
for the Sankranti festival. Around 10.45 pm on Tuesday, Zaheer
used sharp objects to cut the banners in Jahangir Mohalla and
Gungunte Palya villages.” The police went through CCTV
footage and arrested Zaheer. ENS

EPHPEF-.I"IE)'SS.CUIII

(Clockwise from top left) New
Ram idol being broughtin a
truck, Wednesday; women
take part in ‘Jal Kalash Yatra’;
people arrive at the Ayodhya
Airport; actor and BJP MP
Hema Malini peforms atan
event, and first visuals of
the temple’s sanctum
sanctorum, where the idol
will be kept. PTI, Express

,.;*" ;. quake resistant,

says architect

Should open to people from all faiths,
says Ahmedabad-based Chandrakant

LEENA MISRA
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 17

THE RS 1,200-CRORE Ram tem-
ple, to be inaugurated by PM Na-
rendra Modi, has been tested for
resistance to flood and earth-
quakes of severe intensity that
strike the Himalayan region, thus
ensuringalife of up to 2,500 years,
said Ahmedabad-based architects
Chandrakant Sompura (81) and
sonAshish(51),whodesigned the
temple complex.

Chandrakant told The Indian
Express he would not go for the
consecretation because of “health
reasons” but wishes that the tem-
ple, when complete, “should
open to people from all faiths”.

The patriarch of the family,
who has designed over 200 tem-
ples in the country and abroad,
is happy that this project has the
stamp of his son - the first tem-
ple architect in the family backed
by a professional degree.

The Sompuras told The Indian
Express about the challengesin the
project and how it has heralded
the integration of technology in
their family of traditionally trained
architects. Ashish said “we feel we
were the chosen ones” for this task
after the Somnath temple in Prab-
has Patan was built by Chandra-
kant’s grandfather Prabhashankar
at the “exact same place where
the earlier shivling was”.

Ashish added this will be the
“first temple in the world” to have
undergone a 3D structural analy-
sis before it was built, for calamity
resistance, including earthquakes
up to 8 on the Richter scale. The
Central Building Research Instit-
ute in Roorkee conducted the
structural analysis to ensure “wh-
atever calamity strikes, nothing
will happen to this temple”. “Itis
20fthigher than the highest flood

New idol brought 1n51de sanctum sanctorum

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 17

ON THE second day of Pran
Pratishtha rituals in the run-up
to the ceremony on January 22,
the 51-inch-tall new idol of Ram
Lalla was brought to the Ram
temple premises on Wednesday
evening.

The new idol, sculpted by
Mysuru-based sculptor Arun
Yogiraj, will likely be placed at
the garbhagriha (sanctum sanc-
torum) of the temple on
Thursday, Shri Ram Mandir
Construction Committee chair-
person Nripendra Mishra said.

The new idol, sculpted on

‘THE FIRST KAR SEVAK’

‘Krishna Shila’ (black stone), was
brought to the temple premises
from a workshop near
Karasewakpuram in a closed
truck amid heavy security.

A crane was used to shift the
idol, weighing around 150-200
kg, inside the temple.

Before the arrival of the new
idol, rituals were performed for
the second day by the Trust
members and main ‘yajman’
Anil Mishra.

The rituals began around 1.20
pmwith Jal Yatra, in which water
from the Saryu river was used for
cleaning the sanctum sancto-
rum. It was followed by Teerth
Pujan which saw havan being
performed at the temple site.

Ram Lalla idol being brought to the ‘Garbhagriha’ of the
Ram temple on Wednesday. P11

ADM who blocked a CM after

Ram Lalla‘

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

FORMER VHP leader Ashok
Singhal called his grandfather
“the first kar sevak of the
Ayodhya movement”, recalls
Raghvendra Singh, former Union
Culture Secretary and ex-direc-
tor of the Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library.

Guru Dutt Singh earned that
title for his actions as the Faizabad
city magistrate and additional
district magistrate (ADM) in the
days following the mysterious ap-
pearance of Ram Lalla idol inside
the disputed Babri Masjid struc-
ture in December 1949. After PM
Jawaharlal Nehru directed CM
Govind Ballabh Pant to ensure
that the idol was removed, Guru
Dutt stood firm and did not let the
CM enter Faizabad-Ayodhya,
Raghvendra says.

“On December 22-23, Ram
Lalla appeared (in the Babri
Masjid) and the news spread lo-
cally. Then Pakistan Radio
showed the news and said
Hindus are capturing the spaces
they had vacated after Partition.
The Central government in Delhi
immediately came under pres-
sure. They said if this status was

allowed to prevail, the (Muslim)
community would distance itself
from the Congress. CM Pant was
asked to look into the matter. He
got in touch with the district ad-
ministration. A report was asked
for, and it was submitted. It said
that seeing the state of mind of
the people, there would be a
problem if the idol was removed,”
Raghvendra says, adding that the
guard of the garbha griha (sanc-
tum sanctorum) testified seeing
alightand fainting (when talking
about the appearance of theidol).

He adds that word reached
Nehru, and he sent Pant to
Ayodhya. Raghvendra says Guru
Dutt met the CM on the bound-
aries of Faizabad, and advised
him not to visit given the
charged atmosphere.

An angry Pant told Dutt he
would have to face the conse-
quences, Raghvendra says. “He
(Dutt) came back... and submit-
ted his resignation. But he passed
two orders before resigning - one,
that the prayers happening near
the Ram Chabutra would con-
tinue, and, two, Section 144
would be imposed.” Dutt was
made to vacate his official ac-
commodation in the middle of
the night and his belongings re-
moved, Raghvendra says. “He

appeared’ in 1949

had to stay in the open. The next
day, he shifted for some time to
the third floor of the house of his
acquaintance Bhagwati Babu.
Later, he built his own house cal-
led Ram Bhawan near the Faiza-
bad bus stand,” Raghvendra says.

According to the grandson,
the government also created
problems with Dutt’s pension.
But people were fond of him and
he went on to become the chair-
person of the municipality. Subs-
equently, he joined Jana Sangh
and was the district chief of the
Jana Sangh, Raghvendra says.

He recalls receiving at their
home visitors such as Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Murli Manohar Joshi
and Gumnami Baba, about whom
there was a rumour that he was
Netaji Subhas Bose in disguise.

Raghvendra also says even
before the Ram Lalla idol was
placed in the Babri Masjid on the
night of December 22-23, 1949,
there were demands that a tem-
ple be constructed near the Ram
Chabutra within its premises.

Dutt was not the only official
who backed the idol installation.
Then Ayodhya DM K K K Nair
also refused to remove the idol
from the disputed masjid, as per
reports. FULLREPORT

www.indianexpress.com

The Brahmin-Batuk-Kumariand
Suvasini ritual was also per-
formed, followed by Varddhini
pujan and Kalash Yatra. There are
121 ‘acharyas’ who are conduct-
ing the rituals.

Earlier in the day, around 500
women took part in the “Jal
Kalash Yatra” from the Saryu
Ghat to the Ram temple, carry-
ing water from the river in their
kalash (pitcher).

Among them were Namrata
Pathak, wife of Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Birjesh
Pathak, as well as Ram Laxmi
Tripathi, wife of Ayodhya Mayor
Girish Pati Tripathi and Zilla
Panchayat chairperson Roli
Singh. WITHPTIINPUTS

Firozabad has a gift
for temple opening:
Bangles for devotees

MANISH SAHU

LUCKNOW, JANUARY 17
AHEAD OF the Ram temple inau-
guration, the city of Firozabad in
UP, known for its glass-art works,
Wednesday sent 10,000 boxes of
kangan or bangles to Ayodhya. A
truck carrying the 10,000 packets
of bangles is expected to reach
Ayodhya Thursday morning.

Before heading to the temple
town, the boxes of bangles were
moved around Firozabad city. A
large number of residents took
part in the procession that cul-
minated with a puja at the city’s
Bada Hanuman Mandir.

The bangles have been made
by a local 57-year-old business-
man and BJP district general sec-
retary, Anand Agarwal, who said
he began work around 4 months
ago after obtaining permission
from the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

“I felt a deep stirring as the
date for Pran Pratishtha was an-
nounced last year. As a bangle
maker, I wanted to offer some-
thing special. Something that
would become a cherished mem-
ory for devotees,” said Agarwal,
adding he was a part of the Ram

10,000 boxes of bangles sent
to Ayodhya. Express

Mandir movement in 1992.

After much thought, Agarwal
said, he came up with the idea of
“aunique offering” of 10,000 bo-
xes, each containing two exquis-
itely crafted glass bangles. “Aro-
und 250 artisans, belonging to
both Hindu and Muslim comm-
unities, worked day and night to
prepare bangles,” Agarwal said.

Agarwal said: “This is for the
first time that bangles without
any joint have been made. The
bangles have five layers of chem-
ical coatings which will remain
intact for around six months. In
each bangle, there is a gold mix-
ture coating on its side.”

While one set of bangles has
images of Lord Ram, Sita,and Lord
Hanuman engraved on them, the
other set has ‘Jai Shri Ram’ and
‘Ram Darbar’ inscribed onit.

Chandrakant Sompura (left)
with the Ram temple
replica. Sompura family

level (recorded till now),” said
Ashish. The other unique feature
of the temple will be the ‘surya
tilak’, where lenses will be pro-
vided on the roof (shikhar) to en-
sure the Sun rays fall on the
“forehead of the idol on the day
of Ram Navami”, said Ashish.
On the Congress top brass de-
clining the invitation to attend
the ceremony, Chandrakant said,
“They are seeing it as Modiji’s...
(project) but a President did in-
augurate the Somnath temple...”
He was referring to late President
Rajendra Prasad inaugurating the
rebuilt Somnath temple in 1951.
Headded, “The temple should
be open to people fromall faiths...
Icanweara cap,and if I know how
to read the namaaz, go to a mos-
que...why should we stop anyone,
this is my opinion.” Even before
the Babri Masjid demolition,
Chandrakant had made a model
of the Ram temple on a request
fromlate PM Narasimha Rao with
three domes of the mosque intact
and with the temple by its side,
but the VHP did not approve it.
The temple has been built in
traditional technique of interlock-
ing stones, said the Sompuras, ex-
plaining how Larsen & Toubro,
which got the contract, had to be
convinced about this technique.
FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

Will go once
construction of
temple is over,
says Pawar

NCP chief Sharad Pawar. File

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

THE NCP has become the latest

INDIA ally to declare thatitwon’t
be attending the consecration
ceremony. Confirming that he
had received the invite for the
event, NCP chief Sharad Pawar
said Wednesday it would be eas-
ier to visit the temple later, by
when, “the construction of Ram
Temple will also be completed”.
Thanking Champat Rai, the
general secretary of the Shriram
Janmabhoomi Tirtha Kshetra, for
the invitation, Pawar wrote in his
reply: “The devotees of Lord Ram
are enthusiastic and eager to
witness the ceremony at
Ayodhya. The joy of this cere-
mony will reach me through
them. After the ceremony on
January 22, it will be easier to
take the darshan of Ram Lalla...”
AAP supremo Arvind Kej-
riwal, who reiterated that he had
not got a formal invitation yet,
also indicated Wednesday he
won'’t be there for the event, pre-
ferring to go with his family later.
“They had sent a letter, after
which we called them. They said
someone will come toinvite (me)
personally. That did not happen,
butitis okay. They wrote thatalot
of VIPs and VVIPs will come...only
one person will be allowed. But I
want to go to the temple with my
wife and children. My parents are
alsovery keenon Ram Lalla’sdar-
shan. So [ will go with my family
later,” he said. Pawar’s observa-
tion about the temple still being
incomplete is significant as some
religious quarters have raised
objection to the idol being in-
stalled in such a structure.
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9 GOVT ¢ POLITICS

PoLL POSITION

IN A key meeting held on Tuesday to outline BJP’s poll cam-
paign strategy, Home Minister Amit Shah reassigned the re-
sponsibilities to the party’s senior leaders. More than 300 lead-
ers have been asked to monitor parliamentary constituencies.
Sources said 146 clusters have been formed and each leader
would have three to five constituencies to oversee the party’s
electioneering for the Lok Sabha elections. The leaders have
been told that the party would have its national council and
national executive meeting by mid-February and the Lok
Sabha elections could be announced anytime after that.

lash, it withdrew the appeal.

FOR ANIMALS

The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), which comes un-
der the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying,
has asked states to celebrate Vasant Panchami (February 14)
as ‘Jeev Jantu Kalyan Divas’. In a letter to the states and animal
welfare organisations, the AWBI urged them to celebrate ‘Jeev
Jantu Kalyan Divas’ with “full enthusiasm” and share photos
with it. Last year, the Board had appealed to people to cele-
brate February 14 as ‘Cow Hug Day’. However, after a back-

WRITING SPREE

Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, whose
book, Fertilising the Future: Bharat's March Towards Fertiliser Self-
Sufficiency, was released by Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar
Wednesday, is working on a new book; it is learnt. Mandaviya,
whois also Health and Family Welfare Minister, new bookis said
tobe on how India handled the Covid-19.The book will provide
aringside view of the government’s response to the pandemic.

Ahead of polls, Bihar
doles out 2L each to
94]. homes in 5 years

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 17

TWO MONTHS after aBihar caste
survey report showed thatovera
third or 94 lakh of the state’s fam-
ilies earned less than Rs 6,000 a
month, Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has announced the Laghu
Udyami Yojanaunder which one
member of each family will get Rs
2 lakh over five years.

OnTuesday, the Bihar Cabinet
sanctioned the first instalment
under the scheme, which the
party hopes will pay rich divi-
dends in the coming elections.

Under the scheme, the Rs 2
lakh amount will be split into
three instalments - the first in-
stalment, amounting to a total
outlay of Rs 250 crore for 2022-
23, is of Rs 50,000 to be dis-
bursed in February to five lakh
families chosen through a com-
puterised randomisation. The
next instalment of Rs 50,000 is
set to be disbursed in April to an-
other 20 lakh families, amount-
ing to a total outlay of Rs 1,000
crore for 2024-25.

The caste survey report re-
leased in November showed that
36.1% of Bihar's population be-
longs to Economically Backward
Classes (EBCs) and 19.65% to SCs
— with many now set to benefit
from the government scheme,
which will be implemented by
the state’s industries department.

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar with
his Deputy Tejashwi Yadav.

The government said Tuesday
that the programme could enable
some poor families to engage in
forms of self-employment, in-
cluding small industrial and pro-
cessing units.

“Rs 2 lakh to a poor family to
boost their income is a winning
scheme,” a leader of the ruling
JD(U) said, admitting that the
party's hope is that after receiv-
ing the first instalment of Rs
50,000 before the elections, peo-
ple would be inclined to go with
the same government for getting
the remaining Rs 1.5 lakh. "Call
it competitive populism or doles,
we are seeing it asa scheme that
can win us elections.”

With the total estimated cost
of the scheme touching Rs
50,000 crore per year, including
the costs of a housing scheme for
67 lakh families without homes,
the government said it had ap-
proached the Centre for funding
support.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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Wheat stocks above buffer but plunge to a 7-yr low

Inflation and
impact of March
temperature on
crop is challenge

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17/

WHEAT STOCKS in government
godowns have depleted to a
seven-year-low. According to of-
ficial data, the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) and state agencies
were holding 163.5 lakh tonnes
(It) of the cereal as on January 1,
the lowest for this date since the
137.51t of 2017 (see table).

The current stocks are, how-
ever, higher than the minimum
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*Minimum operational stock plus strategic reserve for January 1; **Includes rice
equivalent of un-milled paddy; Source: Food Corporation of India

buffer of 138 It (to cover three-
months’ operational require-
ment of 108 It plus a strategic re-
serve of 30 It to meet any
procurement shortfalls) for the
start of the calendar year.

Moreover, rice stocks, at
516.5 It (inclusive of grain de-
rived from un-milled paddy),
were way above the correspon-
ding January 1 normative mini-
mum buffer of 76.1 It.

Together with wheat, the
overall stocklevels of 680 It were
comfortably higher than the
necessary 214.11t(164.1 It oper-
ational requirement and 50 It
strategic reserve) for this time.

The current wheat stocks de-
pletion comes even as retail ce-
real prices rose 9.93 per cent
year-on-year in December, fol-
lowing 15 consecutive months
of double-digit inflation from
September 2022 to November
2023.

The Narendra Modi govern-
ment has resorted to a range of
measures for controlling cereal
inflation - including banning ex-
ports of wheat and non-basmati
white rice; not allowing whole-
salers and big chain retailers to
hold more than 1,000 tonnes of
wheat; and selling grain from

If we win all booths, we can win
Kerala, Modi tells BJP workers

PM visits two temples, attends Weddmg of ex-MP Suresh Gopi’s daughter

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 17

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Wednesday offered prayers at
Sree Krishna Temple and Sree
Ramaswami Temple in Thrissur,
and also attended the wedding
ceremony of actor-turned-BJP
leader Suresh Gopi's daughter, fi-
nally leaving for Kochi where he
addressed 7,000 booth-level in-
charges from across Kerala.

PM Modi, who is on a two-
day visit to Kerala, reached Kochi
Tuesday late evening, and flew
by a chopper to the temple town
Guruvayur.

At the temple, Modi prayed
and performed a thulabharam,an
offering, with lotus buds. He also
handed over garlands to Suresh
Gopi’s daughter, Bhagya Suresh,
who got married to businessman
Sreyas Mohan. He also offered
greetings to 10 other couples who
wed on the same premise. Actors
Mammootty, Mohanlal, Jayaram,
Dileep, and several from the
Malayalam film fraternity wit-
nessed the ceremony.

After spending nearly an hour
at Guruvayur, he offered prayers
atone of Kerala’s prominent Ram
temples in Kerala, Sree
Ramaswami  Temple, at
Thriprayar in Thrissur district.

Modi then returned to Kochi,

PM Narendra Modi at Conolly Canal during a visit to Thriprayar
Sree Ramaswamy Temple in Kerala, Wednesday. P11

where he addressed a gathering
of BJP booth-level in-charges
whom he termed as the “lifeline
of the party”. “We should win all
the booths and then we can win

Kerala,” he told the gathering,

In his debut address to the
7,000-odd Shakthi Kendra in-
chargesin Kerala, Modi urged the
party workers to take the achieve-

PMILA probe: ED questions
Hooda over land aquisitions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

HARYANA'S FORMER chief min-
ister and veteran Congress leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Wednesday was questioned by
the Enforcement Directorate in
connection with a money laun-
dering investigation into alleged
irregularities inland acquisition
at Manesar during 2004-07.

At 10.30 am, the 76-year-old
Hooda reached at ED’s head-
quarters and the investigation
officer recorded his statement
under the provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

In 2021, the ED had filed a
prosecution complaint against
Hooda and 21 others under
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act, 2002 (PMLA) in Panchkula’s

Former
Haryana CM
Bhupinder
Singh
Hooda

industrial plot allotment case. The
prosecution complaint pertains to
allocation of 14 industrial plots in
2013, worth Rs 30.34 crore, al-
legedly to the acquaintances of
then CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda.

The ED has found inits inves-
tigations that “as aresult of crim-
inal conspiracy, the then Chief
Minister and ex-officio
Chairman, Haryana Urban
Development Authority (HUDA),
four retired IAS officers and other
office bearers of HUDA, illegally
benefited pre-selected acquain-
tances of the then CM by allot-
ting them 14 industrial plots,

denying allotment to more wor-
thy applicants.

It said, “The price fixed for the
allotment was kept 4-5 times be-
low circle rate and 7-8 times be-
low the market rate. The criteria
for allotment was altered 18 days
after last date of application and
when all the applicant data was
in possession of HUDA. Criteria
was altered... to favour pre-se-
lected applicants by increasing
the discretion at the hands of the
interview committee”.

“Hence, worthy applicants
were driven out of merit and ap-
plicants who were closely con-
nected to Bhupinder Singh
Hooda...were allotted these plots”,
the prosecution complaint reads.

The ED initiated investigation
on the basis of an FIR filed on
December 19, 2015 by the State
Vigilance Bureau. The said FIR
was transferred to the CBI.

ments of the Central government
toall peoplein theirlocality. “Ican
tell that you would win over the
people of Kerala,” he said.
“Shakthi Kendra in-charges
should be frequently in touch with
people of theirlocality. You should
understand their issues. You
should take the benefits of Digital
India to them. At footpaths, you
should talk to the street vendors
about the welfare schemes meant
for them... You should contact
first-time voters and should en-
sure that nobody is excluded from
the voters’ list,” he said.
Referring to a recent NITI
Aayog report on multidimen-
sional poverty in India, Modi said
25 crore people have been out of
poverty in the last nine years.
Referring to Ayodhya Ram
temple consecration on January
22, Modi asked the booth-level
workers to clean all the temples
intheirlocalities and light up Sree
Rama Jyothi on the day of the
Ram temple consecration in
Ayodhya. “Kerala is a state where
people observe Ramayana
month...On January 22, you
should light Sree Rama Jyothi in
all houses and temples,” he said.
Apart from party-related
events, the PM also inaugurated
three infrastructure projects worth
Rs 4,000 crore at the Cochin ship-
yard. On Tuesday night, Modi had
a 1.3-km roadshow in Kochi with
BJP state president K Surendran.

Odisha ex-CM
Gamang, family
return to Cong

Bhubaneswar: Nine years after he
resigned from the party, former
Odisha chief minister and tribal
leader Giridhar Gamang returned
to Congress along with his wife
and sonin New Delhi Wednesday.
Gamang, whose controversial
vote during a no-confidence mo-
tion had led to the fall of the 13-
month-old NDA government at
the Centreled by AB Vajpayee on
April 17,1999, had quit the grand
old party in 2015 to join the BJP.
He quit the BJPin January 2023
and joined Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) which had planned to ex-
pand its base in southern Odisha.
Gamang’s wife Hema, also a
former Lok Sabha memberand a
former MLA, son Shishir and for-
mer MP Sanjay Bhoi also returned
to the Congress in presence of
senior Congress leader Ajay
Maken and Congress’s Odishain-
charge Ajoy Kumar. ENS

Akhilesh hints won’t join Rahul Yatra, Cong denies ‘no invite’ claim

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 17

IN ANOTHER sign of the frayed
ties between the two INDIA al-
lies amidst seat negotiations in
Uttar Pradesh, Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav
Wednesday indicated that he
might not participate in
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra, saying
that “the Congress and BJP don't
invite me for their programmes”.

At a press conference in
Lucknow whether he would join
Rahul's yatra, which is expected
to enter UP on February 14 from
Chandauli in the east and remain
in the state for 10 days, Akhilesh
said: “The BJPdoesn’tinvite us for
their programme, and the

Congress also doesn't invite us.
The Samajwadis have a separate
fight. We work towards strength-
ening the alliance (INDIA). We are
working to remove the BJP.”

Contacted by The Indian
Express, UP Congress chief Ajay
Rai said invitations for the yatra
had gone out to all INDIA allies.
"The invitations have been sent
by Rahulji and (Mallikarjun)
Khargeji. I can show a copy too...
Akhileshji has also been sent an
invite along with other INDIA
leaders," he said.

Another Congress leader said
the Opposition leaders who are
part of the INDIA alliance are
likely to get an invite, like they did
during Rahul’s BharatJodo Yatra.
However, that time too, BSP chief
Mayawati, RLD president Jayant
Chaudhary and Akhilesh had all

Epﬂper..neiss.cnm

‘ BJP doesn’tinvite
us for their
programme, and
Congress also doesn’t
invite us. The
Samajwadis have a
separate fight

— AKHILESH YADAV
SAMAJWADI PARTY PRESIDENT

stayed from the yatra that cov-
ered some districts in western UP.
The RLD, though, had sent some
leaders to take part in the yatra.

After entering UP, the yatrais
expected to cover atleast 15 dis-
tricts, including PM Modi’s
Varanasi, Congress MP Sonia
Gandbhi’s seat Rae Bareli, Rahul’s
former seat Amethi, state capi-
tal Lucknow, Prayagraj, and other
districts, before moving into
Rajasthan.

“The schedule is still not fi-
nalised. Once that happens, we
will send invites to INDIA al-
liance leaders, like we did last
time. Whether Akhileshji will at-
tend or not, depends on him,” a
senior Congress leader said.

The fresh quibble comes as
the Congress and SP held a meet-
ing on Wednesday evening in

New Delhi to discuss seat-shar-
ing for the Lok Sabha polls.

Speaking to mediapersons af-
ter the meeting, SP national gen-
eral secretary Ram Gopal Yadav
said, “Aadhaa raasta teh kar liya,
aur baaki aadhaa bhi teh kar lenge
(We have covered half the dis-
tance and we will cover therest).”

Asked whether the BSPwould
join the alliance, Yadav said: “You
should ask the BSP if they will
join... We are here to talk to the
Congress.”

The Congress is keen for the
Mayawati-led party to come
within the INDIA fold. However,
earlier this week, Mayawati reit-
erated that she would fight the
Lok Sabha polls alone.

On Wednesday, Akhilesh also
flagged off the party's 'Samvidhan
Bachao, Desh Bachao Samajwadi

PDA (Pichchde, Dalit, Adivasi)
Yatra', which aims to take to peo-
ple the ideologies of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar, Dr Ram Manohar
Lohia and Mulayam Singh Yadav.

“The fight of the Samajwadis
is to ensure respect for farmers,
poor, Backwards, Dalits. The
youth are roaming around with
their CVs... Navy and Army per-
sonnel came. They promised
'Make in India’ and 'Make in UP'.
In the Assembly, the government
said MoUs worth Rs40 lakh crore
had been signed. What hap-
pened to the MoUs? Where is
thatinvestment?” said Akhilesh,
adding that hospitals in UP too
were “in a bad state”.

The SP chief also accused
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
of running the Assembly, taking
over the role of the Speaker.

FCI's stocks in the open market.
While these measures
should help keep prices under
check, especially ahead of Lok
Sabha elections scheduled in
April-May, a great deal hinges on
the size of the wheat crop to be
harvested from March-end.
Farmers have sown 336.96
lakh hectares (1h) area under
wheat this time, up from last
year’s 335.67 Ih and the normal
five-year-average of 307.32 1h.
“The crop that was sown early
(from late-October to the first
week of November) is coming
close to heading(i.e. for the ‘baali’,
or earheads bearing the flowers
and eventually grain, to fully
emerge from the wheat tillers).
We were initially worried about
the winter not settinginand tem-
peratures ruling above normal till

about mid-December. But now,
both the weather and the crop
(sown early as well as late after
mid-November)look very good,”
said Rajbir Yadav, principal scien-
tistat the New Delhi-based Indian
Agricultural Research Institute.

The wheat crop, though, is
highly susceptible to temperature
spikes — more so during March at
the time of grain formation and
filling. A sudden rise in mercury
when the kernels are accumulat-
ing starch and proteins canimpact
yields through premature ripen-
ing,asithappened to the 2021-22
crop.Arepeatof that-oreven last
year’s unseasonal heavy rains in
March - could aggravate prob-
lems from already-depleted
stocks and near double-digit ce-
real inflation, making imports in-
evitable.

Chief of Naval Staff Admiral R Hari Kumar at the inauguration
of indigenously built CO2 based air conditioning plant at INS
Shivaji in Lonavala on Wednesday. Pavan Khengre

No place to do piracy
when Indian Navy is
around: Admiral Hari

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE, JANUARY 17

IN Aresolute warning to pirates,
Chief of Naval Staff Admiral R
Hari Kumar said on Wednesday
that piracy will not be tolerated
when the Indian Navy is around
and added that the Navy was ag-
gressively going after the pirates.

The Naval chief was interact-
ing with media persons on the
sidelines of an event at INS
Shivaji where a unique carbon
dioxide-based air conditioning
plant was inaugurated by him.
INS Shivajiis a premier technical
training institute of the Navy, lo-
cated at Lonavala in Pune district.

Asked about piracy in the
Indian Ocean Region, the Navy
chief said, “We have got ongoing
operations in the Indian Ocean
Region including the anti-piracy
operations since 2008. We have a
constant deployment of one ship...
Since 2008, we have deployed 106
ships to combat piracy. Presence
of warships deters the pirates...

Towards the end of last year and
beginning of this year, we saw hi-
jacking one vessel and attempted
hijacking of a vessel withan Indian
crew. We have increased our de-
ployment... We want to tell them
that thisis nota place todo piracy
where the Indian Navy isaround.”

He said, “We are boarding
suspicious fishing vessels etc... at
around 2,000 kilometres away
closer to the coast of Somalia. We
have deployed our units there.”

Asked about the status of the
proposed third aircraft carrier, he
said, “It has been cleared by the
Defence Procurement Board."

When asked about the Red
Sea crisis and Navy's deployment
in that regard, he said, “We have
deployed a ship to the east of Bab-
el-Mandeb... We will goinside the
Red Sea when our interests are
threatened... So farIndian flag ves-
sels have not faced threat.

When asked of the military
withdrawal from Maldives, he
said: “We have good relations with
Maldives military... We will do
whatever is agreed upon.”

Andhra Cong stirs
buzz with Sharmila
as chief, but leaders
fear not enough

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 17/

THE NEWLY appointed Andhra
Pradesh Congress chief, Y S
Sharmila, faces an uphill task lead-
ing the beleaguered state unit that
did not win a single MLA or MP
seat in the past two elections —
2014 0r 2019.Anumber of senior
leaders appear to be unhappy
with her rapid elevation — just
days after she merged her party
with the Congress — may not be
willing to cooperate with her.
“It is good to have a new face
in the party, and Sharmila is also
the daughter of the late Dr Y S
Rajasekhara Reddy, but whether
she will receive the cooperation
and support from other party
leaders is a big question,” a top
state leader said on Wednesday.
Busy with arrangements for
herson’swedding, Sharmilais yet
toformally take charge of the post.
“In general, everyone is wel-
coming herinto the party. But will
there be any change in the for-
tunes of the Andhra Congress
unit? Not many think so. The
party's vote share may go up by 2-
3% due to Sharmila, but any hopes
of winning are far-fetched,” said
former Andhra Congress chief
Sake Sailajanath. However,
Sailajanath saya, there is a buzz
about the Congress now, which
otherwise no one was discussing.
Former Congress MP G V

Y S Sharmila

Harsha Kumar openly expressed
his reservations. “She has said she
belongs to Telangana, but she
failed as aleader there. What can
she do here?"

The biggest hope of Congress
leadersis that with Sharmila lead-
ing the state unit, they can lay a
claim to former CM YSR's political
legacy. “Whether she will be able
toreachouttothe peopleas YSR’s
successor... is to be seen,” one
Congress member said. In five
years as CM, Jagan has consoli-
dated his hold on YSR's legacy by
naming all welfare schemes of his
government in his father's name.

Sharmila, whois likely to visit
the Congress headquarters only
next week, is hoping her son's
wedding festivities will be a
showcase of her political mus-
cle. The guest list includes almost
all political leaders across
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,
including brother Jagan. Several
filmstars, sportspersons and
business tycoons of the area
have also received the invite.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

CUES FOR REFORM

Latest ASER report has significant pointers on how country
could use education to leverage its demographic dividend

HE LATEST ANNUAL Status of Education Report (ASER) focuses on an age
group that is critical to India unlocking its demographic dividend — 14- 18-
year-olds in rural areas. It confirms the heartening trend of more students
transiting to secondary education. Apprehensions that the pandemic-induced
economic distress would result in older children dropping out of school have been belied.
Education’s well-established links with people’s aspirations seem to have trumped eco-
nomic exigencies. ASER 2023 notes that “today more children in India have more years
of schooling than ever before”. But like ASER’s previous editions, the latest report does-
n't see enrollment as an end in itself. It lists failings and challenges, and charts opportu-
nities. The more sobering findings relate to foundational skills — about a fourth of those
surveyed find it difficult to read a Grade 2 level text in the local language and more than
half struggle with arithmetic skills they should have been proficient in by Grade 5. This
is a serious deficit that has a bearing on the quality of the country's labour force — no
skilling programme, however ambitious and well-designed, can succeed whenits targeted
beneficiaries have problems with elementary reading and basic arithmetic.

The report engages with one of the most difficult education-related predicaments of
recent times — the increasing pressure on young students amidst acute academic compe-
tition. The problem, as ASER 2023 reveals, is not confined to urban areas. The difficulties of
a section of learners get compounded because they have to juggle academic requirements
with responsibilities like working in family farms. ASER suggests reforming pedagogic
processes to reduce pressures on such students. The increasing use of smartphones in ru-
ral areas — about 95 per cent surveyed households had these devices and nearly 95 per cent
men and 90 per cent women could use them — is an opportunity to extend education, and
design classrooms that are flexible with time and schedules. Planners will, however, have
to find ways to nudge students and their parents to use digital technologies for learning.
The use of smartphones for education today is way less than that for entertainment. NEP 2020
envisions embedding digital technologies in the educational landscape. It also talks of piv-
oting from a curriculum-centred approach to one focused on the individual learner. The
snapshots of the digital — and other educational — capabilities of youngsters in ASER 2023
could provide cues to policymakers in implementing NEP's visions. At the same time, they
should also remain alert against lapsing into technological fundamentalism.

China has been able to realise its demographic dividend to a large extent by prudent
reforms in its technical and vocational education and training systems. The ASER report
shows that India has a long way to go in this respect. Vocational skilling is not the first
choice for youth. Only 6 per cent of the surveyed are currently doing vocational courses.
This should be a wake-up call for policymakers to re-imagine vocational education — as
NEP envisages — and make it truly aspirational.

>

INVOLVES US ALL

TRADE UPS AND DOWNS

Goods exports pick up marginally in December. But, Houthi
attacks in the Red Sea may have clouded the outlook

FTER FALLING IN November last year, India's merchandise exports picked

up marginally in December. As per data released by the Ministry of

Commerce and Industry this week, goods exports stood at $38.45 billion in

December 2023, up 1 per cent over the same period the year before.
Stripping away petroleum exports, core non-oil exports grew at a higher 6 per cent.
Alongside, the country's imports continue to fall, declining by 4.9 per cent in December.
This combination of a mildly positive export growth and falling imports has led to the
merchandise trade deficit narrowing to $19.8 billion in December, down from $20.6 bil-
lion in November. As a consequence, analysts at Nomura expect the current account
deficit to touch around 1.6 per cent of GDP in the quarter.

In December, of the 30 key merchandise sectors, 17 showed positive export growth.
Exports of electronic goods grew at a healthy 14.4 per cent, engineering goods by 10.2
per cent, and gems and jewellery by 14 per cent. For the year so far (April-December),
while aggregate exports are almost 6 per cent lower than over the same period last year,
14 sectors have shown positive growth, with sectors like electronic goods and drugs and
pharmaceuticals showing healthy performance. The former has grown by 22 per cent,
while the latter has registered a growth of 8.2 per cent. On the other hand, even as imports
on aggregate have declined by almost 8 per cent in the year so far (April-December ), they
remain healthy in segments such as iron and steel, non-ferrous metals, machinery and
machine tools, electronic goods and gold.

Global trade is facing tremendous uncertainty due to the Houthi attacks in the Red Sea.
The consequent increases in transportation costs, insurance premiums and the time in-
volved — as per reports a substantial number of vessels are now being rerouted through
the Cape of Good Hope — are likely to adversely impact India's exports, especially to
Europe which accounts for around 15 per cent of the country's merchandise exports. As
per the commerce ministry, around 80 per cent of the outbound shipping to Europe takes
place through the Red Sea region. The full impact of these attacks in the Red Sea will only
be visible in weeks and months ahead. However, if India’s exports are sharply impacted,
the merchandise trade deficit could widen more than currently expected in the last quar-
ter of the financial year.

THE LOVER’S TEST

AmaninPunjab tried to take an exam in his girlfriend’s garb. His
cross-dressing may have failed, but his commitment did not

N 1746, AN Englishman, Charles Hamilton, married Mary Price. Hamilton was

born a woman and had been living as a man since the age of 14. Upon discovery,

Hamilton was sentenced to hard labour and public whippings. British novelist

Henry Fielding coined the term the “female husband” in a fictionalised and sen-
sationalised account of the incident. There are numerous accounts of lesbian lovers (and
transgender men, possibly like Hamilton) in literature who would don male attire and
present themselves as men to be able to live with the one they loved. Shakespearean
plays such as The Twelfth Night and The Merchant of Venice have both men and women
cross-dressing for a variety of purposes.

He might not yet be immortalised in literature but the latest addition to this esteemed
list of cross-dressers is one Angrez Singh. Hailing from Punjab’s Fazilka, Singh imperson-
ated his girlfriend so he could take the multi-purpose health workers exam held by the
Baba Farid University of Health Sciences on her behalf. He walked into the examination
hall in a salwar-kameez and was quickly caught and handed to the police. For the exam-
ination, Singh had even got a fake Aadhaar card, voter card and I card made in the name
of Paramjeet Kaur (his girlfriend). Since the incident came to light on January 7, the inter-
net has offered overwhelming support and admiration to Singh. Comments like “This
or nothing”, “Relationship goals”, “#Truelove” are all over the internet.

Ina society that remains biased against cross-dressers and effeminate expressions in
men, Angrez Singh is a refreshing deviant. To willingly put oneself on the wrong side of
the law just to make sure that one’s girlfriend passes an exam is the epitome of loyalty,
albeit a slightly warped idea of it. Singh may have failed to help Kaur pass her exam, but
he passed the lover’s test with flying colours.

.
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WORDLY WISE
IN THE FIRST PLACE, GOD MADE IDIOTS. THAT WAS
FOR PRACTICE. THEN HE MADE SCHOOL BOARDS.
— MARK TWAIN

The genocide question

South Africa’s case against Israel at IC] could linger.
Court’s history in putting a stop to violence is patchy

UPENDRA BAXI

SOUTH AFRICA’S (SA) application to the
International Court of Justice (IC]) is simple
but devastating. Israel is a state founded on
saying “never again” to the modern Nazi
genocide against the Jews. SA alleges viola-
tions of the 1948 Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide (Convention) because Israel con-
tinually threatens, adopts, and condones
genocidal acts “against the Palestinian peo-
ple, a distinct national, racial and ethnical
group”. SA “unequivocally condemns all vi-
olations of international law by all parties,
including the direct targeting of Israeli civil-
ians and other nationals and hostage-taking
by Hamas and other Palestinian armed
groups”, but it maintains that no “armed at-
tack ona state’s territory” even “serious... “at-
tack involving atrocity crimes” can, provide
any possible justification for breaches of the
Convention whether in “law or morality”.
Rather, the Convention is attracted because
“acts and omissions by Israel” manifest geno-
cidal intent as these “are intended to bring
about the destruction of a substantial part of
the Palestinian national, racial and ethnical
group in the Gaza Strip... including inten-
tionally directing attacks against the civilian
population... and buildings dedicated to re-
ligion, education, art, science, historic mon-
uments, hospitals”.

Israel opens its statement by saying:
“Seared in our collective memory is the sys-
tematic murder of six million Jews as part of
a pre-meditated and heinous program for
their total annihilation”. It is not surprising
that it was “among the first States to ratify
the Convention, without reservation, and to
incorporate its provisions in its domestic leg-
islation”. For Israel the promise of “Never
Again” for all peoples signifies the “highest
moral obligation”.

Describing the civilian suffering in this
war, like in all wars, as “tragic” and “heart-
breaking”, Israel stresses the “harsh realities
of the current hostilities” aggravated for civil-

It will take several months to
decide jurisdictional issues
such as whether a ‘dispute’
under the Convention exists
at all between SA and Israel.
It would then take years to
decide whether there was any
criminal genocidal intent.
The Bosnia case took 14
years; ‘Gambia v Myanmar’
that concerns genocide is
still being heard. Both SA
and Israel are rightly seeking
provisional measures until
the case is decided. Unless
the ICJ innovates
jurisprudence on the matter,
the repository of
international law dictates a
ceasefire and the systemic
flow of humanitarian

relief. However, the
experience in this regard is

not a good guide.

ians given Hamas's reprehensible strategy of
“seeking to maximise civilian harm to both
Israelis and Palestinians, even as Israel seeks
to minimise it”. However, the Convention
was not designed to address the “brutal im-
pact of intensive hostilities on the civilian
population, even when the use of force raises
“very serious issues of international law” and
involves “enormous suffering” and
“continuing loss of life”. The Convention ad-
dresses a “malevolent crime of the most ex-
ceptional severity”.

SA’s attempt to “weaponise the term
genocide against Israel... does more than
tell the Court a grossly distorted story”. It
empties the word of its “unique force and
special meaning”. In effect, the message is
that self-defensive actions are rarely avail-
able even when there is a terror attack fully
disrespecting “life and ... the law”. All told,
some “1,200 people were butchered that
day, more than 5,500 maimed, and ... 240
hostages abducted, including infants, entire
families, persons with disabilities and
Holocaust survivors, some of whom have
since been executed”.

Israel stated firmly the recall of these acts
of horror does not relieve it of its “unques-
tionable obligations to uphold the law as it
defendsits citizens and territory” but rather
to make it possible to “understand the armed
conflict in Gaza... the nature of the threat
Israelis facing, and the brutality and lawless-
ness of the armed force confronting it”.
Contesting SA, Israel, for example, exposes
the weakness in data collection and analysis
— while every “civilian casualty in this con-
flict is a human tragedy that demands our
compassion... the Court is not told how
many thousands of casualties are in fact mil-
itants, how many were killed by Hamas fire,
how many were civilians taking direct part
in hostilities”.

It will take several months to decide juris-
dictional issues such as whether a “dispute”
under the Convention exists at all between

SA and Israel. It would then take years to de-
cide whether there was any criminal genoci-
dal intent. The Bosnia case took 14 years;
Gambia v Myanmar that concerns genocide
is still being heard.

ICJ’s verdict in 2007 pertained to the
Srebrenica July 1995 genocide -- it was about
the killing of more than 8,000 Bosniak
Muslim men and boys in and around the
town during the Bosnian War. The massacre
was conducted largely by the Bosnian Serb
Army of Republika Srpska (VRS) under the
command of Ratko Mladic. He was later in-
dicted by the Intentional Criminal Court
(ICC), thus establishing a high “synergy” be-
tween ICCand IC]. Yet, there is no rule estab-
lishing proof of genocidal intent, except that
avery high standard is required as the court
considers each case. But the wait was worth-
while in this case, as the IC] invoked the
obligatory duties (in Article 1 of the
Convention) of contracting parties to pre-
vent and punish acts of genocide, now con-
sidered a part of customary international
law binding all states.

Both SA and Israel are rightly seeking pro-
visional measures until the case is decided.
Unless the IC] innovates jurisprudence on the
matter, the repository of international law
dictates a ceasefire and the systemic flow of
humanitarian relief. However, the experi-
ence in this regard is not a good guide. Russia
challenged the ICJ when ceasefire directions
in the Ukraine war were ordered. As regards
enforcement, a single veto by any one of the
five permanent members of the UN Security
Council may result in non-compliance with
the IC] directives.

All one can do is hope against hope that
the present litigation may offer avenues for
innovation from the past histories of non -
compliance at the IC].

The writer is professor of law, University of
Warwick, and former vice chancellor of
Universities of South Gujarat and Delhi

MADHAV CHAVAN

CLASSROOM AT A CILICK

Smartphones can be enablers in education, make it more inclusive

TWO DECADES AGO, there was much hope
that computers with the Internet would rev-
olutionise education. A decade later, mobile
technology led to the belief that education
anytime anywhere was possible. From one
laptop per child, we started thinking of mo-
bile devices replacing books. Now we are
about to reach a situation when there will be
a mobile phone in every home. In its survey
of 14-18-year-olds across the country, the re-
cently released Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER) 2023 shows that about 89 per
cent youth in the surveyed age group of 14-
18, said they have a smartphone at home. An
even higher proportion — 92 per cent — said
that they can use a smartphone.

Of those who reported knowing how to
use a smartphone, two-thirds said that they
had used mobile phones for their studies,
the week before the survey. This is a large
proportion, but it's smaller than the popula-
tion who reported using smartphones for
entertainment. The market has many prod-
ucts from for-profit and not-for-profit com-
panies for education but they are generally
focused on preparing for examinations. Al-
based tutoring programs are growing. As
technology advances, making such pro-
grams in local languages will be easily pos-
sible. There is reason to believe that costs
will keep falling. But their focus is still on
preparation for exams because that is what
the market demands.

Technology barriers to the availability of
knowledge are falling but the transfer of this
knowledge and certification is still a re-
stricted process. These processes need to be
opened up.

The idea of education anytime anywhere
is now being put to test. Universal elemen-
tary school enrollment has been achieved

Although the education
policy talks about greater
flexibility in entering and re-
entering the formal
education process, the need
really is for the
underprivileged to be able to
study while working to earn
a living. Open schooling and
digital technologyis a
powerful combination. The
open school and open
university processes need to
be decentralised and
strengthened. Rapidly
developing technology is
going to make it easy not
only to teach and learn
anywhere-anytime but
testing anytime-anywhere
should be possible as well.

in India and we are on our way to achieving
universal secondary and higher secondary
enrollment. But, as ASER first reported in
2005, enrollment or schooling is not the
same as learning. Also, the 2023 report
points out, half of these adolescents start
working part time after completing Class X
or the age of 15-16. Although the education
policy talks about greater flexibility in en-
tering and re-entering the formal education
process, the need really is for the underpriv-
ileged to be able to study while working to
earn a living. Open schooling and digital
technology is a powerful combination. The
open school and open university processes
need to be decentralised and strengthened.
Rapidly developing technology is going to
make it easy not only to teach and learn any-
where-anytime but testing anytime-any-
where should be possible as well.

The need for many more universities in
India is much talked about. This is directly
linked to the fact that the population is go-
ing to continue growing for the next 40 years
or so. But there is also a need for non-formal
education to supplement the formal
processes of education or fulfil other needs.
Widespread smartphone ownership com-
bined with cheap data presents a huge chal-
lenge because of the risks of distortion of in-
formation. But it is also an opportunity for
education of the kind that is not offered in
schools and colleges. For example, agricul-
ture, or broadly natural resource manage-
ment, is a subject that is not offered in rural
schools and colleges, at least on the scale it
should be. The ASER 2023 survey found that
while 56.4 per cent and 31.3 per cent rural
students respectively were studying
Humanities and Science beyond Class X,
only 0.7 per cent reported they were study-

ing agriculture. Agriculture employs over 50
per cent of India’s workforce and ASER 2023
shows that nearly a quarter of all adolescents
in the 14-18 age group also work in agricul-
ture while being enrolled in schools or col-
leges. The need to formally train our youthin
advanced skills and knowledge of agricul-
ture, fisheries and forestry, traditionally
handed down in families, should be obvi-
ous. This is not a matter of skilling for jobs
or livelihoods alone.

Issues of natural resource management
are the issues of environment and climate.
They have always been interconnected. The
difference now is that there is a growing
awareness about the linkages. Therefore,
there is all the more reason for the entire
population to learn about agriculture and
the environment — not just agrarian com-
munities. Each home has a laboratory
around it for experimentation and learning.
Knowledge and information can be accessed
using digital technology wherever people
are. So, the way to do it probably is not
through rigid structures of classrooms, de-
partments and universities run by govern-
ments or for-profit private players although
these will continue to thrive for much of the
foreseeable future.

Our education system has grown to train
students to aim at one purpose — do wellin
examinations and get jobs. Times are chang-
ing. Doing well in examinations and getting
jobs will continue to be a goal for a good pro-
portion of youth but life goals that are not
connected with academics are also becom-
ing popular. Our system has to evolve to sup-
port them. Technology can assist but our
mindsets have to change.

The writer is co-founder and CEO, Pratham
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CALCUTTA VIOLENCE

THE POLICE FIRED 11 rounds and resorted to
tear gassing to disperse Congress (I) demon-
strators who set up road blockades and burnt
buses in Calcutta, demanding the release of
three leaders arrested by the Calcutta police.
Congress(I)leaders said that two of their party
workers were killed in the police firing. No of-
ficial confirmation was available.

KASHMIR BANDH

THE RULING NATIONAL Conference and its
youth wing have given a call for a Kashmir

bandh to protest against the assault on the
Chief Minister, Farooq Abdullah, in Calcutta
and Delhi recently. The National Conference
has called upon the people of the Valley to
make the bandh a success, appealing to
traders and business establishments to close
their shops and offices in protest.

INDO-PAK TRADE

PAKISTAN AND INDIA have reiterated their
desire to substantially increase bilateral trade
and have identified a large number of items
for bulk trading. The two sides signed a joint
statement on the conclusion of the three-day

joint sub-commission talks. India and
Pakistan’s commerce secretaries, Abid
Hussain, and Izharul Haq respectively signed
the statement.

INDO-FRENCH N-DEAL

FRANCE IS UNDERSTOOD to be willing to
forgo the safeguards clause in the supply of
French nuclear components to India and in
the sharing of its fast-breeder technology. The
French government seems to have given the
go-ahead for French companies to participate
intenders floated by India for nuclear compo-
nents, according to informed sources in Paris.
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The monumental fate

As the buzz over the Ram temple in Ayodhya builds to a crescendo, it remains to be seen if it achieves
sacred status for Hindus or remains a cultural monument — and a political project

RAMESH VENKATARAMAN

AS THE BUZZ over the Ram mandir builds to
acrescendoin the lead-up toits consecration
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on January
22, the new temple is being hailed as many
things: A symbol of Hindu civilisational res-
urrection, just retribution for past wrongs,
even a Hindu Vatican. But one critical thing
thatis unclear, if the history of Hindu worship
isany guide, is whether the Ayodhya complex
will ever become a sacred pilgrimage desti-
nation for Hindus or be just a cultural monu-
ment and, in this age of Instagram and Tik Tok,
a “bucket list” tourist attraction?

For context, take two major Siva temples
in the ancient town of Kanchipuram. One is
the Kailasanatha, among the oldest structural
temples in south India built around 700 CE
(prior temples were either cut out of caves or
made of perishable materials such as wood,
thatch, or mud). The other is the hoary
Ekambareshwar Temple.

The Kailasanatha is an “imperial” temple
sponsored by the great Pallava ruler Rajasimha
who wasalso responsible for the famous Shore
Temple in Mahabalipuram. The elaborate in-
scriptions on the central structure tell the story
of Rajasimha’s quasi-mythical lineage and ac-
complishments and, in tandem with the sculp-
tures of various gods and goddesses, propound
aconvergence of Rajasimha with Siva. The en-
tire site is palpably a monument showcasing
Rajasimha’s power and underpinning his le-
gitimacy via divine association.

The Ekambareswarar Temple, on the other
hand, is an “organic” temple. The present ma-
sonry structures are variously attributed to
the Cholas(who succeeded the Pallavasin the
Tamil country in the late 9th century), later
Vijayanagara rulers, and a local chieftain. But
the site itself is celebrated as far back as the
hymns of the Tamil Saiva poet-saints of the
6th-9th century. Judging by this and the many
charming Puranic myths of Parvati and Siva
associated with the locale, it is very likely to
have been regarded as sacred and has been a
place of worship and pilgrimage for many cen-
turies prior. The spot probably housed a shrine
made of makeshift materials that was re-
placed by the current stone buildings in the
medieval era.

Although both the Kailasanatha and
Ekambareswarar temples are barely a mile
apart and both dedicated to Siva, they could-
n't be further apart on the map of Hindu sa-
cred geography. The Ekambareswarar is a ma-
jor living shrine, one of the pancha bhoota
sthalas revered by south Indian Saivites. The
devout throng its grounds, especially on fes-
tive occasions, and a posse of priests conduct
multiple rituals every day.

The Kailasanatha is by far more impres-
sive and artistically rich than the mishmash
architecture of the Ekambareswarar. But it is
no more than a heritage attraction maintained
by the Archaeological Survey of India. A soli-
tary priest conducts worship at the main sanc-
tum at the behest of the authorities. The buses
that pull up before the site carry holidaymak-
ers. Few come to the Kailasanatha to pray,
whereas the buses at the Ekambareswarar are
packed with reverential pilgrims eager to wor-

ship and fulfill vows.

In short, the organic Ekambareswarar is
an important holy spot for Hindus and has
been for perhaps two millenia. The imperial
Kailasanatha is an impressive cultural edifice
and a testimonial to the power of a
bygone dynasty.

There are several imperial Hindu temples
similar to the Kailasanatha that dot the length
and breadth of India — the Mahabalipuram
complex, Ellora, the Brihadeshwara Temple
inThanjavur, the Sun Temple in Konarak, and
the temples in Khajuraho, Belur and Halebidu,
and Hampi to name only the most prominent.
Like the Kailasanatha, they were built mainly
in the 1,000 years before the Mughal epoch
by various dynasts keen to flaunt their power
and shore up their legitimacy. Most are not
living places of worship and many are, or were
at least, partly in ruins before being restored.
(One has only to glance at colonial-era photo-
graphs of the Brihadeshwara Temple in
Thanjavur built by the Chola emperor Raja
Raja in the early 11th century to see how the
magnificent monument had been reduced to
an overgrown and virtually abandoned site.)

Hindus do visitimperial temples — but as
tourists, not pilgrims. They go to admire their
marvellous architecture and the beauty of the
sculptures on their walls and pillars. In some
cases, as in the Kailasanatha, there are priests
on site conducting worship, which has been
recently reinstated. Visitors may pay obei-
sance as Hindus are wont to do when passing
by any godly sanctum, but there is nothing
particularly notable about their reverence.

The shrines that Hindus consider truly
holy are organic ones such as Tirupati,
Srirangam, Sabarimala, Palani, Kedarnath,
Badrinath, Gangotri, Amarnath, Vaishnodevi,
Rishikesh, Varanasi, Puri, Nasik, Ujjain, and
Kalahasti. No single ruler selected their loca-
tion or planned their construction. Rather,
these sites developed piecemeal over cen-
turies in spots long regarded as sacred - what
the Hindu scriptures refer to as tirthas, typi-
cally located on the banks of rivers or on
mountain tops.

Arguably the most renowned Hindu pil-
grimage destination today, the Tirupati Balaji
Temple, sits on Venkatam hill, which finds
mention as far back as the classical Tamil po-
etry of the Sangam age (roughly 3rd century

Widely accepted lists of
tirthas, the organic sacred
spots of Hinduism, are found
in the Puranas and other
scriptures. Though not
perfectly overlapping or
consistent, these lists mark
the places still regarded as
auspicious by Hindus. Even if
one accepts that the Ram
Janmabhoomi location is the
birthplace of Rama and that a
temple pre-existed the Babri
mosque, present-day
Ayodhya does not clearly
figure in the conventional
tirtha lists.There is also no
known, even oral, tradition of
established Hindu
pilgrimage to Ayodhya from
outside the area.

CR Sasikumar

BCto3rd century CE)as an especially revered
natural feature. Organic holy locales like
Tirupati and the Ekambareswarar likely
hosted wooden or brick shrines until the 3rd
to 5th century CE after which they were grad-
ually built over with more permanent stone
structures sponsored by kings and other nota-
bles (many of whom also constructed
imperial shrines).

Given their higgledy-piggledy construc-
tion history, organic temples typically lack
much architectural and artistic distinction
(think of the simple structures of the
Amarnath or Sabarimala temples in contrast
toany of the grand imperial complexes). There
are no tourist guides or cameras allowed in
organic temples. Yet, for millennia, the Hindu
faithful have travelled long distances to these
locations (often enduring hardship and dan-
ger) to make offerings and fulfill vows to the
deities there, pray for their material well-be-
ing as well as salvation, and performrites, es-
pecially for the departed.

This capsule history of Hindu worship pro-
vides the backdrop to the Ayodhya project.
Widely accepted lists of tirthas, the organic sa-
cred spots of Hinduism, are found in the
Puranas and other scriptures. Though not per-
fectly overlapping or consistent, these lists
mark the places still regarded as auspicious
by Hindus. Even if one accepts that the Ram
Janmabhoomi location is the birthplace of
Rama and that a temple pre-existed the Babri
mosque, present-day Ayodhya does not
clearly figure in the conventional tirtha
lists.There is also no known, even oral, tradi-
tion of established Hindu pilgrimage to
Ayodhya from outside the area.

The Ayodhya Ram Mandir is squarely a po-
litical project, a refrain in the BJP’s manifesto
since the demolition of the Babri Masjid. Like
the imperial temples of yore, it isa monument
to the Modiregime’s power and burnishesits
Hindu credentials. It also promises to be ama-
jor tourist attraction if only on account of its
tumultuous recent history. But whether the
new temple will resonate with the Hindu
faithful and achieve the status of a sacred site
is a question whose answer will unfold only
in the decades after January 22.

The writer is a private equity investor and
student of Hinduism

School over hijab

The Karnataka ban was unfair. But forcing girls to cover up is misinterpreting Islam

A FAIZUR RAHMAN

ON DECEMBER 22, when Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah hinted that the re-
strictions on wearing hijab (headscarf)in ed-
ucational institutions in the state would
soon be lifted, the reaction of an overjoyed
Muskan Khan was, “I had given up my edu-
cation over the hijab. Now... I will continue
my education.”

Khan, a second-year B.Com student in
Mandya, hit the headlines in February 2022
for standing up to a group of Hindu boys
who tried to bully her into removing her hi-
jab inside her college. After the Karnataka
government banned hijab in schools and
colleges, she discontinued her education
and “refused to take up” opportunities from
colleges in other cities. Khan’s attitude indi-
cates that if the ban is not lifted she would-
n’'t mind remaining incompletely educated.

The ban was certainly unwarranted be-
cause the wearing of hijab does not affect
any legitimate state interest, public order,
health, or morality. But the bigger question
is: What makes young Muslims such as
Khan prioritise religious symbolism over
something as important as education to the
extent of giving it up?

Muskan Khan has been reportedly wear-
ing the hijab since she was seven or eight
years old. At such a young age, she could not
have been intellectually mature enough to
make an informed decision about any
marker of religious identity. Her parents, in
all probability, must have chosen the hijab
for her,and wearing it over the years would
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have conditioned her into accepting its reli-
gious importance.

If thisis the case, it would mean thateven
when courts uphold the Muslim students’
right to cover their heads, agreeing in good
faith with their claim to decisional autonomy
or conscientious belief as the case may be, it
can still be asked if their volition is free from
the constraints of another’s choice. In his
1958 essay ‘Two Concepts of Liberty’, politi-
cal theorist Isaiah Berlin called freedom from
external constraints “negative liberty”, and
“positive liberty” the freedom to pursue one’s
choices with full autonomy.

In other words, if a court upholds the
Muslim students’ positive liberty to wear
the hijab, their negative liberty can still be
questioned because coercion does not al-
ways take the form of physical threats or in-
timidation. An individual’s free will can be
subverted through propaganda, indoctrina-
tion, or advertisement. This is the subject of
Robert Sapolsky’s book Determined: Life
Without Free Will (2023).

For instance, there are several "Islamic"
CBSE (Central Board of Secondary
Education) schools in South India today —
many of them controlled by traditionalist
Muslim elite opposed to religious
reforms — where the hijab and skull cap are
part of the uniform from classes I-XII, with-
out which students are not allowed to enter
the classrooms. Besides, many conservative
Muslim families make their female mem-
bers wear the hijab from a very young age.

Then there are rebarbative illustrations
that depict Muslim women as two candies,
one wrapped and the other unwrapped
with flies devouring it. The disgusting in-
sinuation is that only hijab-wearing
women (represented by the wrapped
candy) will remain unmolested; in con-
trast, women who don't wear the hijab
could excite sexual predators like un-
wrapped candies attracting flies.

These facts suggest that the condition-
ing of Muslim girls to adopt an “Islamic” at-
tire does happen. Hence, the speculation
about the free will of Muslim students who
want to wear the hijab both inside and out-
side their classrooms.

The factis that the Quran does not spec-
ify any attire for women except modest
clothing (24:31,33:59). It instructs them to
“lower their gaze” (24:30-31) which would
make sense only when they are not
shrouded in a head-to-toe burqa.

Interestingly, the word hijab occurs eight
times in the Quran(7:46, 17:45,19:17,33:53,
38:32,41:5,42:51 and 83:15) but not once in
the meaning of headscarf as understood by
Muslims today. It refers to an imaginary or
real barrier between people or things.

In the Indian subcontinent, the most in-
fluential votary of feminine seclusion was
Abul Ala Maududi, founder of the Jamaat-e-
Islami. His book Purdah and the Status of
Women in Islam has been so widely quoted
by Muslim theologians that it is now a by-
word for Muslim patriarchy.

In Maududi’s understanding of Islam, a
Muslim woman cannot “wear glamorous
clothes that attract attention, nor should
she cherish the desire to display the charms
of the face and the hand, nor should she
walk in a manner as may invite the atten-
tion of others.”

He goes on to warn that according to
Islam, “the real place for the woman is the
house and she has been exempted from the
outdoor duties so that she may lead a dig-
nified and peaceful life at home and carry
out her domestic responsibilities efficiently.”

And if any woman dissents from this
view, it is because of “modern democracy
[which] looks upon man as wholly inde-
pendent and unaccountable and makes him
his own legislator, and so renders all legisla-
tive business dependent on majority opin-
ion.” The biggest culprit, of course, is the
“concept of liberty [that] gave birth to the
democratic system of government”.

Maududi wrote Purdah in 1939, which
means that for more than eight decades his
shocking misinterpretations of Islam have
been percolating in Muslim minds, and now,
have engendered a paradox where freedom
of conscience is being used by liberated
Muslim women to impose on themselves a
symbol of patriarchy in the name of a reli-
gion that does not mandate it.

The writer is secretary-general of the
Islamic Forum for the Promotion of
Moderate Thought
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The current president [Joe Biden] wants to restore the old norms of stable, civil
politics. Mr Trump wants to destroy them. As things stand, the stakes could not be

higher this November.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Why I will light a
diya for Sita

The consecration on January 22 will be an
affirmation of our deeply ingrained
faith and belief systems

ADITI NARAYANI PASWAN

WITH THE ADHIVAS of the shyam rang
Ramlallaidol carved in Krishna Shila stone,
in the sanctum sanctorum of Ram
Janmabhoomi temple at Ayodhya, a strug-
gle that has gone on for decades will cul-
minate in faith and conviction. It would be
right to say that after Independence in 1947,
January 22, 2024, will be marked as an-
other day of liberation — this time of the
mind and conscience from fear, prejudice
and colonialism.

Relegating Ram to a mere religious fig-
ure would diminish the contribution of
Bharat’s cultural history, just as it would be
to relegate an ancient religion (Sanatan
Dharma) to mere orthodox hegemonic
practices. Ram’s all-embracing cultural sig-
nificance goes beyond the dwellers of the
Indo-Gangetic plain or the Indian
Subcontinent. Ram surpasses a monolithic
understanding of religion.

The belief and faith in Ram goes be-
yond the geographical boundaries of
Bharat and is found in various places in-
cluding Thailand, Indonesia, Myanmar, the
Philippines and Malaysia. The religious
and cultural heritage of these countries
celebrates Ram. In Thailand, his mention
is in Ramakien, Serat Rama in Indonesia,
Yama Zatdaw in Myanmar, Maharadia
Lawana in the Philippines and Hikayat Seri
Rama in Malaysia. In India, various com-
munities honour Ram in their own ways.
One such community is the Ramnami
community found in Chhattisgarh, known
for their distinctive way of showing devo-
tion to Lord Ram. They ink every part of
their body with the word “ Ram”. This is
more than just an act of devotion - itis also
atool of defiance against the deep-rooted
caste system.

The consecration on January 22 can also
be seen as revival and rebirth and an un-
equivocal reinstatement of our deeply in-
grained faith and belief systems. This is not
merely a political movement. The second
struggle for independence from fears and
prejudices paves the way for self-realisa-
tion. From the restrictions around women
and Dalits entering temples to a Dalit lay-
ing the foundation stone for the Ram tem-
ple (Kameshwar Chaupal in 1989), Bharat
had to take a transformative journey be-
fore the homecoming of Lord Ram.
Kameshwar Chaupal, who is currently the
trustee of the Ram mandir Trust, contends
that the Ram mandir stands as a potent
agent for social integration. It isimportant
to emphasise that during a period when
Dalits were steeped in the shackles of
casteism, the foundation stone for this ed-
ifice was laid by an individual belonging to
the Dalit community.

The Ram mandir will also come with
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hope and anticipation for the arrival of
Ram-Rajya. Ram has been associated with
model governance, politics and statecraft
built on ageless values and ethics. The cur-
rent political dispensation and the
Government of India under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi have moved be-
yond rhetoric and acted to restore the site.
The country will not be guided by a
Darwinian “survival of the fittest” model
but through internal and external coop-
eration rooted in the principles of har-
mony and non-violence.

Etymologically, “Ayodhya” is a city that
cannot be defeated. This resonates with PM
Modi’s clarion call that “this is not an era of
war”. With the Ram mandir, divinity, unity
and transcendence will lay the basis for fos-
tering a united and harmonious society.
The temple is emblematic of collaboration
and interdependence — the very founda-
tion of a society.

AsIndia marches on to take up the role
of vishwaguru with its young and thriving
population and the scale and potential of
its economy, the mandir in Ayodhya will
symbolise the awakening of its spiritual
and social consciousness. It will bolster the
pillars of GYAN (knowledge) — garib, yuva,
annadata and nari shakti — an acronym
coined by PM Modi.

Since the BJP-led government took of-
fice in 2014, it has worked hard to ensure
schemes and policies focus on various
marginalised communities to strengthen
the aforementioned pillars for attaining
GYAN. This is reflected in schemes such as
the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Abhiyan,
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) Yojana, Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana,
Pradhan MantriJan Dhan Yojana and Nari
Arthik Sashaktikaran Yojana.

The Ram temple cannot be only under-
stood in terms of its religiosity — it is a mile-
stone in the spiritual journey that this na-
tion is undertaking towards decolonisation
and de-castification. Hopefully, with the
great utsav and utsah (fervour and excite-
ment) around Ram’s homecoming, the un-
maad (conflict/confusion) created by a few
will be put to an end. In terms of culture,
religion and even infrastructure, this is a
moment of awakening for the nation. It’s
our liberation from domination, exploita-
tion and oppression that colonialism im-
posed. As Hindus, we are seekers, not be-
lievers. So, we seek in the consecration of
the Ram mandir the beginnings of a
Bhartiya renaissance.

The temple is also the foundation of
good governance, premised on justice and
morality. As a daughter of Mithila, the land
of Sita, I will light a diya on January 22. It
will be a diya for an era of inclusive en-
lightenment and for Sita, as well — an epit-
ome of resilience and women empower-
ment. [ will light the diya for the
dedication and devotion of Mata Sabri, for
the intellect of Maharishi Valmiki and for
the value of selflessness of Nishad Raaj.

The writer is assistant professor,
Department of Sociology,
Lakshmibai College,

University of Delhi

FOR SMOOTH TRAVEL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Grounded’ (IE, January 17). Flights were
cancelled due to poor visibility and
dense fog. Airlines bear the primary re-
sponsibility for providing accurate in-
formation during delays. In such situa-
tions, either the flight should be
cancelled, or passengers ought to be
taken care of. Delhi experiences winter
annually, often impacting flights.
Shouldn'tit be the responsibility of air-
lines, airports, and DGCA authorities to
monitor the infrastructure and facili-
ties? Authorities must take concrete ac-
tions for a smoother travel experience.

Ditika, Bengaluru

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Grounded’ ( IE, January 17). Itis com-
mon knowledge that dense fog is an
annual occurrence in North India. It is
common sense that repair work on
runways built to handle fog should be
completed before the onset of winters.
A cocktail of lack of due diligence and
understaffing led to foggy responses by
hapless crew members which led to vi-
olent reactions by distraught passen-
gers. All this calls for a strong audit of
systems and procedures by non-gov-
ernmental agencies to lift the fog
shrouding reasons for this chaos.

Raja Bandopadhaya, Vadodara

A POLITICAL PROJECT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A place of
bonding’ (IE, January 17). The writer is
misrepresenting facts. Firstly, there is

no outrage about the construction of
templesinIndia. Theissue athand is the
state machinery’s involvement in the
building and inauguration of the Ram
mandir in Ayodhya. The problem is that
ithas become a political event (though
itwas always political, faith was just the
bogeyman). Secondly, the Supreme
Court ruled that it did not find any evi-
dence to prove that Babri Masjid was
constructed after the demolition of a
temple. The allotment of land has sent
the wrong message to the masses. The
allotment of an alternate land for a
mosque does not serve any purpose ei-
ther because the demolition was not
about just a mosque. It was an assault
on a religious minority.

S Z AHusain, via email

AT ECOLOGY’S COST

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A dated
urban vision’ (IE, January 17). India’s
longest sea bridge, Atal Setu, raises en-
vironmental concerns. The construc-
tion of the Mumbai Trans Harbour Link
required thorough evaluations of its
environmental impact and the imple-
mentation of necessary measures to
minimise any potential harm. Rapid
infrastructure development without
adequate environmental considera-
tions poses a threat to the delicate bal-
ance of local ecosystems. This empha-
sises the need for sustainable and
eco-friendly engineering solutions. As
we move forward, it must be ensured
that the ecology of a region is not for-
saken for thedevelopment agenda.

S S Paul, Nadia
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ANNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION REPORT 2023

Access, usage, privacy: Boys have edge
over girls when it comes to smartphones

RRADHIKA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17/

THE ANNUAL Status of Education
Report (ASER 2023) findings re-
flect that while there is a wider
access as 95% males and 907% fe-
males reported knowing how to
use a smartphone, however, the
technical nuance of “know-how
to use a smartphone” looks dif-
ferent for men and women.

For instance, males between
the 14- and 18-year age group
were more than twice as likely to
own theirown smartphone than
females, and therefore were likely
spending far more time using the
device for awider variety of tasks.

This theory is supported by
the ASER data, which shows that
although both sexes use smart-
phones, men were twice as likely
as women to have done so in or-

der to utilise it for practical tasks
like making a reservation or pay-
ing a bill. The report showed that
38% males used smartphones for
online services while only 19% fe-
males did so. Even for entertain-
ment, the percentage of males
was higher at 69% compared to
just 46% female, indicating girls
and young women have far less
access toit than their male coun-
terparts.

“Owning one’s own smart-
phone also enables the possibil-
ity of its unsupervised use for
tasks unrelated to work or edu-
cation,” the report said.

ASER 2017 found 16% of 14-
18- year-old females out of school
as compared to 11.9% males - a
gap of 4.1 percentage points. This
year, that gap has narrowed to
just 0.2 percentage points. The
data showed that more females
in this age group expressed desire

to continue to higher levels of ed-
ucation than their male counter-
parts. In other words, girls are
staying in school longer and
wanting to continue studying
evenlonger. Around 7.4% females
were enrolled in undergraduate
and other courses while 6.8 %
males continued higher educa-
tion.44.3 % aspired to study in un-
dergraduate programmes as op-
posed to 41.2% males.

When reading a Class Il level
text in their native tongue, girls
(76%) outperform males (70.9%)
across all enrolment groups. On
the other hand, males outper-
form women in maths and read-
ing comprehension in English.
Men fared better than females
across all functional tasks like cal-
culating time, adding weights,
measuring length and applying
unitary method. For instance,
only 41.1% females were able to

tell the time compared to 51%
males. Similarly, 88% males were
able to measure length compared
to 82% women.

Half of the surveyed males re-
ported to have an email as com-
pared to 30% females. The gender
gapis further prominent in activ-
ities like online shopping and even
more soinusinglocation or maps.
Almost half of the males — 49% —
were able to use maps to figure
out how long it would take to get
from their current location to the
district bus stand on a two- or
four-wheeler and only 25% of girls
and young women - could do so.

“With most girls entirely de-
pendent on family members (or,
occasionally, on school trips) for
expeditions outside their home
villages, planning of travel logis-
tics — what mode of transport to
use, how long the trip will take,
where to book tickets,and soon -

involves a set of tasks that are usu-
ally done by the men in the fam-
ily,and may therefore be hard for
girls to even conceptualise, let
alone implement. In this sense,
the idea that such planning can
be aided by the use of apps on a
smartphone is even more re-
mote,” said Director of research,
Suman Bhattacharjea, in the re-
port. The gender gap furtherreit-
erates in career choices, especially
higher education. Changes in so-
cietal norms surrounding the
ideal age for marriage emerged
among females as a major factor
influencing their capacity to pur-
sue higher education.

The ASER 2023 ‘Beyond
Basics’ survey was conducted in
28 districts across 26 states,
reaching a total of 34,745 youth
in the age group 14-18 years.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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STATE OFFICE, KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION

o

- (e, &Y v e ey Ware, Wwa wean) (Ministry of M.S.M.E. Govt. of India)
wve wered e vre, wigeh devrg—248001, GMS Road, Kanwali, Dehradun-248001
Wi S0 1352724700, 2627241, 3-Hdl-sodehradun@gmail.com & sodehradun kvic@gov.in

GeM Bid Number GEM/2023/B/ 4390820 Dt. 24.12.2023

The Corrigendum for the above TENDER through GeM has been
uploaded along with revised terms and conditions in RFP on 12.01.2024 for
selection of Event Management Company/ Fabricator for setting up
Exhibition, Cultural Programs at Dehrdun/Roorkee, Uttarakhand for
"STATE LEVEL EXHIBITION UNDER PMEGP" for a period of 7days
from SECOND week of February, 2024.

All the bidders are requested to go through the Corrigendum dated

12.01.2024. The last date for submission of bid through GeMis 19.01.2024.
State Director, Uttarakhand

'OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER]
AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA

Short Term Notice inviting E-Tender

Letter No. : 35/14M-AC/2023 Dated: 03-01-2024

1. The Superintending Engineer, Agra Circle, P.W.D, Agra on behalf of Governor of Uttar
Pradesh invites the Percentage rate bids from the eligible and approved Contractors
registered with UP, PWD, Road work. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of]
the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in
Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.
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3 Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season. 4 Bid document with detailed
terms and conditions will be available online on website http://etender.up.nic.in and
Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 20.01.2024 to 27.01.2024. Bids
must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in and
Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176(¥10)/06
Dt 25-08-2020 on or before 12:30 Hours Dt. 27.01.2024. Technical Bid received
online will be opened on 27.01.2024 at 01:00 Hours.

5  The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must
get the same issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.

6  Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per

applicable at the time of payment.

Maintenance Period of work will be Five year.

The cost of maintenance will be given at 7.50 percent of the cost of the work done.

Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be deducted from contractor’s bill at the time of payment.
0 The bidder is not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance. The rates to be

paid for routine maintenance (Excluding GST) are indicated in the T-2, GST will be

paid extra as applicable. Further, the payment for routine maintenance to the contractor

shall be regulated based on his performance of maintenance activities.

11 Original MM-11 forms proof of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every
running bill in accordance to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining
utter Pradesh Letter No-2146/86-2019-52(€10)/2019 Dt. 30.09.2019, G.O.
No- 115(1)/86-2020 dated 15.01.2020 and other relevant Government orders, circulars
for all the materials procured from the quarries.

12 The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender
portal Account as per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 1.T./2017 T.C., I.T. & Electronics
Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows as :

(1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by
Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable).
(2) Online Bid security

— O o0

(Nripendra Singh)
Executive Engineer
P.D., P.W.D., Agra

(Anand Kumar)
Superintending Engineer
Agra Circle, P.W.D., AGRA

UPID-200949 Date 16/01/2024
Www.upgov.nic.in

SAHADEB SARKAR DENIES CHARGE

[IM-C acting director
removed over sexual
harassment complaint

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 17

THE DIRECTOR-IN-CHARGE of the Indian
Institute of Management, Calcutta (IIM-
C), Sahadeb Sarkar, was removed from
the post on Tuesday evening, weeks after
a complaint of sexual harassment was
filed by a female administrative staff.
Professor Saibal Chattopadhyay, a
senior faculty member, has been ap-

pointed in his place.
In a press statement, the institute
said: “The Internal Complaints

Committee (ICC) of the institute has been
in receipt of a written complaint under
the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibitionand
Redressal) Act, 2013 (POSH Act) against
the then Director-in-Charge Professor
Sahadeb Sarkar. The ICC has ascertained
that prima facie, the complaint warrants
aformal inquiry and communicated the
same to the Board of Governors (BoG)."

“The ICC expressed its concern and
apprehension in proceeding with a free
and fair inquiry, including its ability to
access other witnesses including con-
tract staff, and faculty and documents
available with the institute, when Prof.

Sahadeb Sarkar is occupying the position
of Director-in-Charge and recommended
his removal from the said post and any
other position wherein he has adminis-
trative charges, during the pendency of
formal inquiry before the ICC and any
proceedings arising therefrom or inci-
dental thereto," it said.

“The IIM-C Board of Governors held
aspecial meeting on January 6, 2024, and
accepted the recommendation of the ICC
that Professor Sahadeb Sarkar shall not
continue in the office of Director-in-
Charge and shall be removed from the
said post and any other position wherein
he has administrative charges in [IM
Calcutta, during the pendency of formal
inquiry before the ICC and any proceed-
ings arising therefrom or incidental
thereto," it said.

According to sources, the alleged in-
cident took place last November,
shortly after Sarkar was appointed di-
rector-in-charge of the institute. It has
been alleged that Sarkar made lewd
comments to a woman administrative
staff member.

In a written statement to The Indian
Express, Sarkar said, “l emphatically deny
the allegations made against me. I am
shocked by the baseless allegations.”

PETITION AGAINST ‘ILLEGAL DETENTION’

SC asks parents of 25-yr-old
woman to free her, return
passport within 48 hours

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE SUPREME Court Wednesday directed
the parents of a 25-year-old woman, who
allegedly has been detained by themas she
was inarelationship against their wishes,
to “set her at liberty forthwith”.

A bench of Justices B R Gavai and
Sandeep Mehta also criticised the
Karnataka High Court over the manner
in which it dealt with the issue and said
“when the question of liberty of a person
is involved, even a day’s delay counts”.

Hearing a plea by Dubai-based Kevin
Joy Varghese who alleged that the parents
of the woman, Meera Chidambaram, had
taken her away from Dubai andillegally de-
tained her in Bengaluru at her uncle’s
house, the bench said that the “continued
detention of” the woman by her parents “is
illegal” and added that they “shall set her
atliberty forthwith and sheis permitted to
proceed further as per her own wishes”.

It also asked the parents to return her
passports and other documents to her
within 48 hours.

Varghese had earlier moved a habeas
corpus petition before the Karnataka
High Court which recorded her state-
ment on September 27, 2023.

The woman in her statement “cate-
gorically stated that she was forcibly
taken away from Dubai on the pretext of
her grandfather’s sickness and that she
is being forced to enter into an arranged
marriage”.

Varghese told the SC that the tenta-
tive date shown against the matter is for
April 10,2024.

Taking exception to this, the SCbench
expressed its “anguish at the manner in
which the” HC dealt with the matter.

“Whenina habeas corpus petition the
detenue-Meera Chidambaram had in un-
equivocal terms expressed before the
High Court that she desired to go back to
Dubai to pursue her career, the High
Court ought to have passed the order set-
ting her at liberty withimmediate effect.
Adjourning the matter on 14 occasions
and now postponing it indefinitely and
posting it in the year 2025 depicts a total
lack of sensitivity on the part of the High
Court...” the bench said in its order.

2 security personnel

killed, Manipur asks

Centre for helicopters

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 17

THE VIOLENCE in the border
town of Moreh in Manipur esca-
lated on Wednesday with the
killing of two police personnel af-
ter which Manipur Home
Department Commissioner re-
quested the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs for helicopters for
medical emergencies and to airlift
troops and weaponry to the area.
In the second incident of
killing of Meitei police personnel
in Moreh in two-and-a-half
months, Wangkhem Somorjit,an
Indian Reserve Battalion (IRB)
jawan attached to Manipur police
commandos deployed in the
town, and Takhellambam
Saileshwor, a havildar, were killed
inanincident around 3.25 am.
According to the police, they
had been deployed atan IRB post
near the Kondong Lairembi Devi
Mandir at the time and the as-
sailants attacked it using
grenades, followed by a volley of
firing. Along with them, two
other personnel also suffered in-
juries in the attack.
OnWednesday, TRanjit Singh,
the state’s Home Department
Commissioner, wrote to the

NON-RENEWAL OF
FCRALICENCE

Operations
virtually forced
to halt: Oxfam
India to HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

RUNNING ON a “bare minimum
capacity” due to non-renewal of
its licence under the FCRA by the
Centre, Oxfam India told the
Delhi High Court thatits “opera-
tions have virtually been forced
to halt entirely”.

The submissions, made inan
affidavit filed last week by advo-
cate Prabhsahay Kaur, men-
tioned that there were “seven dif-
ferent development projects”
active till December 11,2023, and
three of them have already been
terminated, while the rest are in
“various stages of the termina-
tion process which is likely to be
completed by January 20,2024".

“The petitioner will not have
any projects in operation. This
means the petitioner will be
without any work on the ground,”
the affidavit read.

The matter is next listed on
February 7.

Compared toFY 2021-22, wh-
en Oxfam India received over Rs
100 crorein foreign contributions,
but after licence non-renewal, it
has received “only Rs 20 crore in
domestic contributionin the cur-
rent FY of 2022-23”, not enough
to sustainits “core functioning, let
alone projects”, the affidavit said.

The organisation had earlier
moved the HC in 2022 against
the non-disposal of its revision
application filed on January 13,
2022. The HC on November 11,
2022 directed the Centre to de-
cide the revision plea. The Centre
passed an order on December 1,
2022, rejecting Oxfam India’s re-
vision application and denying
its FCRA renewal registration.
Oxfam India again moved the
HC. The Centre said after Oxfam
India applied for licence renewal
in 2021, a field inquiry was done,
which reported that it was in-
volved in activities other than
those permitted under FCRA.

Home Ministry requesting “air as-
sets” or helicopters to be placed in
Imphal immediately for a mini-
mum period of seven days citing
“emergency requirements” in
light of the incident.

“The law and order situation
at the border town of Moreh has
become a matter of serious con-
cernas there have been continu-
ous exchanges of fire taking
place and this has resulted in the
death of one IRB personnel this
morning. In view of the preva-
lent situation, the situation may
deteriorate further in Moreh,
medical emergency may arise
any time. Police department has
also informed that there is also
need for airlifting of security per-
sonnel, ammunition, etc to
Moreh,” wrote Singh.

After the morning’s incident,
combined teams of police and
security forces launched opera-
tions to crack down on the as-
sailants.

“The firing had started early
in the morning after which secu-
rity forces entered the areas to
neutralise it. In the midst of this,
afew miscreants set some build-
ings on fire. We do not know
who these are. Police and secu-
rity forces are coordinating and
executing the ongoing opera-

tion,” said a security source.

Kuki-Zomi organisations
held Manipur police comman-
dos responsible for the arson,
saying multiple houses and two
schools had been gutted by the
afternoon.

On October 31, 2023,
Chingtham Anand Kumar, an
SDPO with the Manipur Police,
was shot dead in Moreh, and on
Monday evening, police had ar-
rested two men, Philip
Khaikholal Khongsai and
Hemkholal Mate, and stated that
they were “among the main sus-
pects” for the killing of Anand.

This arrest had caused unrest
in the Kuki community, the ma-
jority in the mixed population
town, after which a curfew was
imposed in the Tengnoupal dis-
trict, under which Moreh falls.

Two Kuki-Zomi organisa-
tions — the ITLF and COTU - had
issued a joint statement claim-
ing that the two men had been
wrongly linked to the killing of
the police officer.

The organisations declared a
48-hour deadline for their re-
lease, failing which they said
they would “not allow the one-
sided communal government
favouring only the Meiteis to
function in Kuki-Zo areas”.

Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik during the inauguration of the
Srimandir Parikrama Prakalpa in Puri on Wednesday. P11

Odisha CM inaugurates
heritage corridor project
around Jagannath temple

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY 17

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik Wednesday inaugurated
his government’s ambitious
Parikrama Prakalpa project
around Puri’s Jagannath Temple,
five days before the consecration
ceremony of the Ram temple at
Ayodhya.

The Parikrama Prakalpa is a
75-metre free passage built
around the outer walls of the 12th
century shrine. The Rs 800-crore
heritage corridor project aims to
provide improved amenities for
pilgrims around the temple.

Religious heads of 90 tem-
ples from across the nation and
representatives from the
Pashupatinath Temple in Nepal

were among the many who at-
tended the ceremony. The inau-
guration ceremony also marked
the culmination of a three-day
“mahayajna” that had started on
Monday.

Patnaik’s trusted lieutenant
VK Pandian, who recently joined
the BJD after quitting IAS, was
present, along with Dibyasingha
Deb, the scion of the erstwhile
royal kingdom of Utkala, when
the Parikrama Prakalpa plaque
was unveiled.

Pandian supervised the con-
struction of the Parikrama
Prakalpa by visiting the temple
town every week ever since the
BJD governmentin 2019 unveiled
the project thataimed atimprov-
ing infrastructure for the visiting
devotees and enhancing the “vi-
sual connect” with the temple.

Karni Sena leader shot dead, 1 held

Meerut: AKarni Sena leader was
shot dead by a man who had
sneaked into his house along
with his two brothers to abduct
his 17-year-old daughter,
Badaun police said Wednesday,
adding they have arrested the
main accused.

According to police, the mur-
der took place on Monday night
when 32-year-old Somendra

Singh, alias Nanhe, accompanied
by his two brothers — Antu (28)
and Satendra (30) — entered the
house of Karni Sena leader
Sudhir Kumar Singh at Sadaullah
Ganj village. Singh, 40, was the
Badaun district vice-president of
Karni Sena. Police said that they
arrested Nanhe the next day,and
are looking for his absconding
brothers. ENS

Tree census code in suicide note helps cops crack murder

Epﬂper..ne'ss.cnm

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

“L01-501” — NAVI Mumbai
Police racked their brains
over for several weeks over
the code before realising that
it was a tree census number,
using which on Tuesday they
tracked the body of a 19-year-
old girl who was murdered
on December 12.

According to police, the
girl, Vaishnavi Babar, was al-
legedly murdered by 24-
year-old Vaibhav Burungale,
with whom she was in a re-
lationship earlier. The code
was scribbled across the sui-
cide note of Burungale who
allegedly strangulated her
with a zip tag and later died

by suicide in front of a mov-
ing train at Sanpada on
December 12.

As per police, the girl’s
family was unhappy with
their affair as they hailed
from different castes, due to
which she wanted to snap
ties with him. Burungale sus-
pected the girl was seeing an-
other man and decided to kill
her before committing sui-
cide, they said. While the girl
was studying in SIES college,
Burungale had studied up to
Class 12 and was working.

On December 12, the Navi
Mumbai police received a
missing persons complaint
from the girl’s family. The
same day, the police found
the body of Burungale at the
Sanpada railway tracks.

7
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Vaibhav Burungale allegedly killed Vaishnavi Babar

before dying by suicide

Police also found a suicide
note in his phone which said
he had murdered the girl.
However, for a month police
were not able to trace the

body of the girl.
Navi Mumbai Police
Commissioner Milind

Bharambe set up a special

task force to investigate the
case under DCP Amit Kale.
The police team went
through the suicide note they
had found. Based on call
records and technical inves-
tigation, the police found that
the couple had gone to the
Kharghar hill area on the day

she went missing.

Soon a team led by senior
inspector Atul Aher of the Anti
Human Trafficking Unit of the
Navi Mumbai police started
spending hours in the area
looking for the body. Police
took the help of voluntary res-
cuers from Lonavala and col-
laborated with the Fire Brigade,
Cidco, and Forest Department
to search the woman's body.
Drones were also used.

Aher said that in the sui-
cide note, he had mentioned
LO1 - 501 as the place where
the body had been dumped. “
googled for the code and we
tried various combinations but
we could not figure out what
the code word stood for.”

Eventually the police had
a breakthrough after they

consulted the forest depart-
ment that told them it was
the tree census number. The
number led the police to the
spot where the girl’s body
was spotted lying in bushes in
a dumping ground in
Kalamboli area, around 6 km
from Kharghar, an officer said.

The body was identified
based on the clothing the
woman was wearing when
she had left for college, in-
cluding the wristwatch and
the ID card. An officer said in
Burungale’s mobile phone,
Burungale writing to himself,
tells the girl that he had
“tested” the tag on himself
before strangling her and it
would not hurt much. He fur-
ther told her that they would
be together in their next life.
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HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

AFTER THE 2.44 per cent rally
in the last five sessions, Indian
markets fellby 2.23 per centon
Wednesday after signals from
the US Federal Reserve that it
may notrush tolower
interest rates until
lower inflation can
clearly be sustained,
the rise in US bond
yields and the plunge
in HDFC Bank stocks |

EXPLAINED

SECTOR WATCH
MARKET

Black Wednesday:

What led to a mkt
crash of over 2%?

worTies over delay in US Fed
rate cut, which could dampen
investors’ sentiment going
ahead,” said Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research), Mehta
Equities.

HDFCBank leads the rout
HDFC Bank’s scrip tanked
8.16 per cent to end
7 atRs1,542.15apiece,
a day after the bank
declared weak re-
sults for the quarter
® ended December
2023. The bank re-

triggered a massive sell-off.

Domestically, profit book-
ing, concerns over the valua-
tion of stocks and anticipation
of correction in prices also
weighed on the investors’ sen-
timent.

The big plunge

The BSE’s 30-share Sensex
fell 1,628.01 points, or 2.23 per
cent, to close at 71,500.76. The
broader Nifty 50 lost 460.35
points, or 2.09 per cent, to end
at 21,571.95 on Wednesday.
Both the indices opened gap
downonWednesday with the
Sensex opening at 71,998.93,
down 1,130 points, and the
Nifty losing 385 points toopen
at21,647.25.

“There are challengesinthe
near term such as persisting
conflictin the Middle Eastand

ported a33.5percentriseinits
standalone net profit at Rs
16,370 crore in Q3 FY 24."The
underperformance in its net
interest margin seems to be
the most worrying point forin-
vestors,” said Sheersham
Gupta, Director and Senior
Technical Analyst, Rupeezy.

Markets overvalued?

Analysts say that the mar-
ket was ripe for a correction as
it had run up very fast in the
last few weeks.

“Stock market valuations
are also expensively valued
compared to other global stock
indices and investors would
wait for more positive cues
now to extend their equity ex-
posure,” Tapse said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Govt proposes repealing
Indian Stamp Act, seeks
public input on draft Bill

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE GOVERNMENT has pro-
posed repealing the Indian Stamp
Act, 1899 and bringing in a new
legislation for the stamp duty
regime in the country, inviting
suggestions on the draft ‘Indian
Stamp Bill, 2023’ from the public
within a period of 30 days.

“The Department of Revenue,
Ministry of Finance, Government
of India, has prepared a draft
‘Indian Stamp Bill, 2023’ to align
it with the modern stamp duty
regime. Once enacted, the Bill
shall replace the Indian Stamp
Act, 1899,” the Ministry of Finance
said in a statement on
Wednesday.

The Indian Stamp Act, 1899
lays down the legal provisions for
tax levied in the form of stamps
on instruments recording trans-
actions.

Stamp duties are levied by the
central government, but within
the states are collected and ap-

—— BRIEFLY ——

Adanitoinvest

62,400crin
datacentres

New Delhi: Gautam Adani’s
apples-to-airport conglomer-
ate willinvest Rs 62,400 crore
in the next 10 years in setting
up data centres in
Maharashtra and Telangana
to provide infrastructure for
the booming digital services
demand in the country. PTI

GPay signs pact
with NPClto
expand UPI

New Delhi: Google India
Digital Services and NPCI
International Payments Ltd
(NIPL) have signed an agree-
ment that will help expand
UPI payments to countries
outside India. The memo-
randum of understanding
will enable Indian travellers
to make payments in other
countries via Google Pay
(GPay), eliminating the need
to carry cash or resort to in-
ternational payment gate-
ways. PTI

cpaper 55 il >

propriated by the concerned
states in terms of provisions of
Article 268 of the Constitution.
The stamp duties on docu-
ments specified inentry 91 of the
union list of the Seventh Schedule
including bills of exchange,
cheques, promissory notes, bills
of lading, letters of credit, policies
of insurance, transfer of shares,
debentures, proxies and receipts)
are levied by the Union. Other
stamp duties on documents are
levied and collected by the states.
The Indian Stamp Act, 1899, a
pre-Constitution Act, has been
amended from time to time to
enable a more modern stamp
duty regime, the ministry said.
“However, a number of provi-
sions contained in the Indian
Stamp Act, 1899 have become re-
dundant/inoperative and hence,
there is a need to re-orient the
Indian Stamp Act, 1899.
Accordingly, it has been proposed
that the Indian Stamp Act, 1899is
repealed and a new legislation is
enacted to reflect the present re-
alities and objectives,” it said.
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ABOUT ¥1,515 CRORE WAS DISBURSED INFY24 TILLOCTOBER

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE CENTRAL government has
disbursed incentive amount of
Rs 4,415 crore under its flagship
Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) schemes for as many as
eight sectors, including large-
scale electronics manufacturing,
IT hardware, bulk drugs among
others till October this fiscal
year, a government official said
on Wednesday.

AboutRs 1,515 crore was dis-
bursed in FY24 till October,
while it was Rs 2,900 crore in
2022-23, when payments under
the scheme commenced. The
governmentin 2021 announced
PLI schemes for 14 sectors with
an outlay of Rs 1.97 lakh crore.

“Incentive amount of around
Rs 4,415 crore disbursed under
PLI Schemes for eight sectors in-
cluding large-scale electronics
manufacturing, IT hardware,
bulk drugs, medical devices,
pharma, telecom, food process-
ing, and drones,” Additional
Secretary in the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) Rajeev
Singh Thakur said in a press con-
ference.

On a question regarding low
job creation commensurate
with investments, Thakur said
that several tech driven produc-
tions have low job creation. The
government said that employ-
ment generation, both direct
and indirect, is over 6.78 lakh.
Former Reserve Bank of India

The schemes aim to attract investments in key sectors and
cutting-edge technology. File

(RBI) governor Raghuram Rajan
had raised questions over lack of
job creation under the scheme.

“The nature of these product
lines is such that it is highly tech-
nology driven and the require-
ment of man power is limited. It
will be challenging in the future
whenindustry 4.0 comesin. Itis
a cause of concern but we will
see job creation going forward,”
Thakur said.

Thakur said the departments
implementing their respective
schemes are responsible for the
disbursals. They, along with
Project Monitoring Agencies
(PMAs), scrutinise the claim ap-
plications and sometimes visit
the plants, too.

He added that it has been ob-
served that in some cases more
time gets “wasted” on back-and-
forth communication between

PMAs and companies, “so it has
been directed to ministries and
PMAs to create an SOP (Standard
Operating Procedure) and re-
duce the time for processing” of
the documents. The remarks as-
sume significance as certain
quarters have raised concerns
over slow disbursal of fiscal in-
centives under the scheme. “It
has been told to the PMAs and
departments to approve the
claim and not to raise unneces-
sary objections,” he added.

As on date, 746 applications
have been approved in 14 sec-
tors with expected investment
of over Rs 3 lakh crore. About
176 MSMEs are among the PLI
beneficiaries in sectors such
pharma, and telecom.

He said over Rs 1.03 lakh
crore of investment was re-
ported till November 2023,

Govt disburses 4,415 crunder
PLI; low job creation aconcern

which has led to
production/sales of Rs 8.61 lakh
crore and employment genera-
tion (direct and indirect) of over
6.78 lakh. There are about 1,000
units under the scheme.

These schemes have wit-
nessed exports surpassing Rs 3.2
lakh crore, with significant con-
tributions from sectors such as
electronics, pharma, food pro-
cessing, and telecom.

“The disbursement is not
showing the numbers but we
are hopeful because invest-
ments are on target and in some
cases achieved almost the
tenure and similarly, production
is also on the right path,” Thakur
said.

By end of this fiscal, the dis-
bursal target is Rs 11,000 crore.
Departments are stating that
they are going to achieve this
target or are likely to get close to
it, he said.

The schemes aim to attract
investments in key sectors and
cutting-edge technology; en-
sure efficiency, bring economies
of size and scale in the manufac-
turing sector and make Indian
companies and manufacturers
globally competitive.

Further he said the DPIIT has
set up a system to facilitate visa
applications for PLI beneficiary
companies. He added that for-
eign direct investment has in-
creased significantly since the
inception of the PLI scheme for
the electronics segment. Import
substitution of 60 per cent has
been achieved in the telecom
sector, he added.

Refreshments on tarmac: Aviation regulators
impose hefty fines on IndiGo, Mumbai airport

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

AVIATION SECURITY regulator
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) Wednesday slapped
penalties totalling Rs 1.80 crore on
IndiGo and Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (MIAL) over the recent
incident of passengers having
food on the tarmacbesides anair-
craft at the Mumbai airport.
IndiGo was fined a total of Rs 1.20
crore forvarious violations, while
Mumbai airport operator MIAL
was fined Rs 60 lakh by BCAS.

Additionally, aviation safety
watchdog—the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)—
imposed a fine of Rs 30 lakh on
MIAL for safety-related violations
in the same incident.

On Tuesday, BCAS had issued
show cause notices to the airline
and MIAL after a video of passen-
gerssitting on the tarmacand hav-
ing food there went viral on social
media platforms. The incident
pertains to an IndiGo Goa-Delhi
flight on Sunday, which was di-
verted to Mumbai due to massive

Based on the replies filed by
IndiGo and MIAL, BCAS and
the DGCA decided to impose

the fines. File

fog-related disruptions at the
Delhi airport. Upon landing, the
passengers were allegedly al-
lowed todisembark on the tarmac
and even served refreshments
there, something thatis in contra-
vention of the regulations.
According to the two aviation
regulators, IndiGo allowed de-
planing of passengers from the di-
verted flight—6E 2195—on to the
apron and then boarded themon
toanother flight—6E 2091 —with-
out following the procedure of se-
curity screening, which is in vio-

Market cap: HDFC Bank loses
Ik cr, LIC overtakes SBI

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 17

EVEN AS the market fell by 2.23
per cent, HDFC Bank, which fell
by over 8 per cent, lost over Rs
one lakh crore of investor
wealth as its market capitalisa-
tion declined to Rs 11.66 lakh
crore on Wednesday.

The overall BSE market cap-
italisation, or the total value of
all listed shares, fell by Rs 4.53
lakh crore to Rs 370.4 lakh crore
on Wednesday. Reliance India
Limitied (RIL) has remained the
most valuable listed firm witha
market capitalisation of Rs 18.42
lakh crore.

Life Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC) became the most
valuable listed public sector
company, surpassing the mar-
ket capitalisation of the State
Bank of India (SBI). LIC’s market
capitalisation now stands at Rs
5.60 lakh crore as against SBI’s
Rs 5.58 lakh crore. The surge in
LIC’s market value is under-
scored by the fact that its share
price reached a high of Rs
919.45.

Shares of LIC were listed on

o

TOP TEN IN MARKET CAP

Company Share price* Market cap™*
RIL 2722.80 18,42,160.54
TCS 3884.15 14,21,230.44
HDFC Bank 1536.90 11,66,888.98
ICICIBANK 980.35 687,740.99
INFOSYS 1639.90 680,631.89
BHARTI AIRTEL 1085.15 610,389.59
HIND UNILEVER 2563.80 602,388.21
ITCLTD. 466.80 582,423.61
LIC 886.90 560,964.05
SBI 626.15 558,814.5

*In Rs per share; **Rs crore; Source: BSE

the stock exchange on May 17,  over 12.85 per cent.

2022, with a listing price of Rs
867.20 per share on the BSE,
slightly below its issue price of
Rs 949. However, in the subse-
quent months, the shares expe-
rienced adownturn, reaching an
all-time low of Rs 530.20 on
March 29, 2023. Despite this
challenging period, LIC’s for-
tunes took a positive turn in
November 2023 when its shares
witnessed a substantial spike of

This upward momentum
continued with a 22.63 per cent
surge in December 2023, and a
further 6.43 per cent spike in the
first two weeks of January 2024.
These gains contributed to LIC’s
market capitalisation witness-
ing an increase of Rs 1.50 lakh
crore in the last three months.

The government sold LIC
shares worth Rs 21,000 crore in
the IPO to raise funds.

lation of regulations. After the
video went viral on Monday, Civil
Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindiais learnt to have convened
a midnight meeting with MoCA
officials. Following the meeting,
notices were issued to the airline
and the airport operator early
Tuesday. Based on the replies filed
by IndiGoand MIAL,BCAS and the
DGCA decided to impose hefty
fines. Apart from submissions
made by IndiGo and MIAL, the
BCAS also examined other evi-
dence related to the incident, in-
cluding footage from security
cameras before deciding on the
penalty.

According to the penalty order
issued against IndiGo, the aviation
security regulator found that the
airline failed to report the incident
to BCAS, did not ensure security
screening of passengers and their
cabin baggage before making
them board another flight, and
failed todeploy security staff in re-
quired numbers and respond to
the situationina “responsible and
efficient manner”, among others.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Air India,
SpiceJet fined
for rostering
lapses

New Delhi: The DGCA also
imposed fines of Rs 30
lakh each on Air India and
SpiceJet for failure to
comply with directives on
rostering of pilots for
flight operations in low
visibility conditions.

The aviation safety
regulator had issued
show cause notices to the
two carriers for not de-
ploying pilots trained to
operate in low visibility
conditions for some
flights to Delhi late
December. Numerous
flights had to be diverted
to other airports due to
dense fog at the Delhi air-
port in the last week of
December. ENS

Internationalmarket datatill 19001ST

Red Sea route crisis:
Commerce ministry
asks DFS to maintain
credit flow to exporters

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE COMMERCE Ministry has
asked the Department Of
Financial Services (DES) under
the Ministry of Finance to main-
tain credit flow to exporters
amid disruptions in the Red Sea
route that could potentially im-
pact over 80 per cent of the ex-
ports going to Europe, a senior
government official said after an
inter-ministerial meeting on
Wednesday.

The high level inter-ministe-
rial meeting was chaired by
Union Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal and saw officials
from Ministry of External
Affairs, Defence, Shipping and
DFS.

The meeting comes after
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar started his two day
visit on Sunday after the United
States (US) and the United
Kingdom (UK) launched mili-
tary strikes in Yemen in re-
sponse to Houthi rebel attacks
on shipping in the Red Sea.

“We are monitoring the is-
sue closely... DFS has been asked
to maintain credit flow to the ex-
porters. And what we are gath-
ering is that the volumes from
major ports are not impacted.
We have asked the shipping
ministry to monitor the vol-
umes too. Time and cost will be
impacted because instead of go-
ing through the Suez Canal,
shipments are going through
the cape of good hope,” the offi-

Freight rates to Europe have
more than doubled due to
security tension. File

cial said.

Freight rates to Europe have
more than doubled due to secu-
rity tension in the Red Sea re-
gion. Fears of disruptions in the
Red Searegion have risen while
oil prices have begun inching up.

According to the commerce
ministry, consignments have
been put on hold due to high
freight and surcharges and the
sailing of most of the ships have
been impacted and generally
postponed by two-three weeks
as the incoming ships, with
longer routes, are getting de-
layed.

Indian shipments of low-
value products, such as agricul-
ture and textiles to Europe, are
primarily expected to face the
impact of disruption in the Red
Searegion.

Earlier, the government had
asked Export Credit Guarantee
Corporation (ECGC) not to raise
insurance premiums amid ris-
ing cost of shipping to Europe.

Economy likely to grow 7%
in FY25, says RBI Governor

Davos: Indian economy should
record a growth rate of 7 per cent
in the next fiscal and inflation is
likely to ease further, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said on
Wednesday. He also credited the
government for structural re-
forms undertaken inrecentyears,
saying they have boosted the
medium and long-term growth
prospects of the Indian economy.

He said that amidst a chal-

lenging global macroeconomic
environment, India presents a
picture of growth and stability.

Speaking at a CII session on
‘High growth, low risk: The India
story’ here during the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting, Das said recent informa-
tion on the global economic front
hasbeenreassuring with inflation
falling, though growth remains
low. PTI

© KERALA WATER AUTHORITY CRCLGEAIT

Tender No: e-Tender No2278&228/2023-24/SE/PHC/ALP-RT1
JJM-Construction of 10 M dia Intake well cum pump House at Mandapathinkadavu and
Supplying and Laying of Raw water pumping Main from Well cum pump House to 30 ML
WTP at Mavelikkara-and adjoining Pts-Construction of 30 MLD Water Treatment Plant af
Mavelikkara EMD: Rs. 2,00,000 to 5,00,000/- Tender fee: Rs. 13,010/- to Rs.19,518/- Las
Date for submitting Tender: 27.01.2024 02:00:pm Phone: 0477-2237953 Website
www.kwa.kerala.gov.in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

KWA-JB-GL-6-2104-2023-24

Superintending Enginee!
PH Circl
Alapputh

ARAI{HAHD POWER CEHFEHATIDH LTD.

itarakhand

f Undertaki
Jehradun

High demand
pushes India’s
reliance on

crude imports

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

INDIA'’S RELIANCE on crude oil
imports in the first nine months
0f2023-24(FY24)rose to 87.5 per
cent from 87 per cent in the cor-
responding April-December pe-
riod of the last fiscal as consump-
tion of fuels and other petroleum
productsincreased while domes-
tic oil production largely re-
mained flat, as perlatest data from
the petroleumn ministry.

The reliance on imported
crude in April-December was
marginally higher than the previ-
ous fiscal’s 87.4 per cent, which
was the highest-everin a financial
year. If the trend seen so far in the
ongoing fiscal holds, oil import de-
pendency could hit yet another
fresh high this year. In FY22, de-
pendence onimported crude was
85.5 per cent. Sluggish domestic
oil output in the face of steady
growth in domestic demand has
led to reliance on imports rising
over the years.FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

RailTel

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
GIN No. LE4202DLZ000G0IN 07905

e-Tender Mo. RailTel'E-Tender 0T/ WR/RD/
2022-23/HMIS03 Dated 13.01.2024
BallTed Western Pegon inviles open E-Tendar
for “Supply & Installation of Deskiops, Printers,
Display unils, Switches and ather IT related
items In Divisional Railway Hozpital, Sub
Divisional Railway Hospital & Healh unils of
Kalyan (Mumbal) Division, Central Rallway”
Tender Motice and Tender Document are
available on hifps://www.railielindia.com/’

| |and can be downlozded from the e-tendering

portal hitps:/'www.ireps.govin’ . Al future
Addendumy Corrigendum will be uploaded on
RailTel website and e-tendering portal onby
Weslern Railway Microwave Complax, Sanapati
Bapat Marg, Mahalaxml, Mambad-3e001 3
Phone; 91 (22) 24923907
Fax 91 (22) 24925513

~ NO.12/CE({COMM)/UPCL-12/LTPP/2023

Itis to inform that an amendment/modification for extension of due date for
submission of gqueries has bean made by UPCL in tender specification No.
12(CE(COMMVUPCL-12/LTPP/2023 and the detailed amendment
imodifications can be read/studied completely in official website of UPCL
I.e. www.upcl.org and wbsite of MSTC India Limited {(DEEP Portal) i.e.
www. metcecommerce. com. All other terms and conditions shall remain
unchanged.

Mo.: 29/EE(CMYURPCL/A-Z  Dated : 16.01.2024

EE{EGMHERL‘-IAL}

I-IrFI -|I I'--=| |r||"rn:' mE |||rr'-— to To

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED
(Government of Karnataka undertaking)
Corporate Office, MESCOM Bhavana, Bejai, Mangaluru-575 004
Phone: 0824-2885795 CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425
Mo. E 45271/ T3096/2024 Date: 12.01.2024

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL OMLY)

MESCOM imvites Short Term tender for Manufaciure & Supply of following materals

Tender No Name of the Material proposed for Procurement |  Quantity
MESCOM/2023-24/ ;
INDOD5A 8 SWiG Gl Wire 100 MT

The interested efigible bidders may log on to www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or

;-'3 RAIL WHEEL FACTORY
¥ elahanka, Bengaluru - 560 084,
Wabsie: www.rwindlanrailways.govin
Tender Molice Mo. RWEIS/E2
Dated 16/01: 2024

On behall of the President of India, tha
Principal Chief Matenals Manager inites
Electronic  Open Tender from expenenced
Manutacturers’ authonsed dealers, for supply
of thi following item, on the Indian Railways -
portal wweireps.govin.,

023-24

Brief Description of fam

Tender No:P2235844  Item Description
Energy Dispersive X-ray Flourescence,
Spectrometer as per RWF, Specfication
Quantity : 1 5et, Tender Closing Date and
Time Z20M02/20024, 14:00 hrs. Pre bid
conferance o 24/01/2024 @15.00 hrs.

Tandar datails can be wiawad an aur wabsila
www. rwl indignrailways.gov.in or
wwwiireps.govin, The tender documents and
the corigendum o the Tender i any, will be
available on the portal onky

For Principal Chief Materials Manager

after 18.01.2024, 8d/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.) (Proc.)

For Power Related Complaints and Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

NMDC STEEL Limited

(& Government of india Enterprise)
P.0: Magarnar, Distt. — Bastar (Chhattisgarh) - 484341
[CIN: EZT310CT2015GOI001618)
Tender Enquiry No:NSL{Contracts) Transport Empanel/2023/406/398 Dated 18.01.2024
NMDC Steel Limited, a public sector company under Ministry of Steel, Gowl. of
India, invites tenders from experienced domestic Transporters for Empanelment
far Transportation of Steel Plant Finished Products (HR Coils / Sheets ! Plates
etc.) across various destinations from Steel Mill Loading yard / NSL stock yard
and alsa from stock yard al Vishakapainam Plant to vanious destinations in the
Country for a period of one year and extendable for 1 more year on the same
terms and conditions.
The detailed NIT and Bid documents can be viewed and for downloaded from
18-01-2024 to 07-02-2024 from following website links;
1. NMDC website - hitps:/inmdcportals.nmdc.co.infnmdctender
£. Central Fublic Procurameant portal — hitps:iiwww.eprocure.gov.injepublish/
app and search tender through tender engquiry number

The bidders are requested to submit their original bids are per the details given in
Notice Inviting Tender(NIT). The Bidders on regular basis are required to
visit the NMDC's website/CPP Portal for comigendum, if any, at a future date,
For further clarification, Deputy General Manager {Contracts), NMDC Stes|
Limited, Nagarnar can be contacted at nslcontracts@nmdc.co.in

Deputy General Manager (Contracts)
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PRANPRATISF
RAMTEMP
CEREMONY, HC

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17

THE DAY of the pran pratishtha of the idol
at Ayodhya’s Ram temple is coming
closer. The pran pratishtha ceremony will
be held on January 22, and various ritu-
als leading up to it have begun from

January 16.

While the basic meaning of pran
pratishtha — giving life to the idol — is
simple enough, the ceremony involves
various rituals taken from the Vedas and
Puranas, each with its own significance.

What is pran pratistha?

Pran pratistha is the act which trans-
forms anidol into a deity, giving it the ca-
pacity to accept prayers and grant boons.
For this, the statue has to go through var-
ious stages. Here we describe some of the

prominent steps. The
number of steps in-
volved depend on the
scale of the ceremony.
SHOBHA YATRA:
One of the first
stagesisashobhayatra,
or a procession of the
idol, taken out in the
neighbourhood of the
temple. During this ya-
tra, as the idol is
greeted and cheered
on by onlookers, some
of their devotion is
transferred into it, im-
buing it with divine
strength. It is, thus, the

devotee who begins

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JANUARY 18,2024

THAATAYODHYA'S
E:WHATISTHIS
WISITPERFORMED?

merged in various materials. For one
night, the idol is kept in water, which is
called jaladhivaas. Then it is submerged
in grain, which is called dhanyadhivaas.

Jha explained that when an idol is
being crafted, it sustains various injuries
from the craftsman’s tools. These ad-
hivaas are meant to heal up all such in-
juries. Dipakbhai explained that the

process serves another purpose: “If the

idol has a defect, or if the stone is not of
great quality, that will be found out when
the idol is submerged in various materi-
als,” he said.

RITUAL BATH: After this, the idol is

given aritual bath and its abhishek is per-
formed with various materials, depend-

MANDIR

AYODHYA

THE INAUGURATION
4 DAYSTOGO

the alchemy of turning
a statue into God.

Once the idol comes back to the tem-
ple begin the rituals that make up pran

pratishtha.

Dr Dipakbhai Jyotishacharya, who
runs the Parashar Jyotishalaya in Gujarat’s
Vapi, told The Indian Express that pran
pratishtha can be held for both chalit
moorti (household idols that can be
moved about) and sthir moorti (temple
idols that once fixed remain so).

Dr. Sunder Narayan Jha, professor at
the Department of Veda at the Shri Lal
Bahadur Shastri National Sanskrit
University, New Delhi, said when the
mantra for pran pratishtha is chanted, the
prayer is both for the idol to come to life

ing on the scale of the ceremony.
According to the BAPS Swaminarayan
Sanstha, this rite can involve “108 differ-
ent types of materials, such as pancham-
rut, water containing the essence of var-

ious fragrant flowers
and leaves, water
which has been poured
over the horns of a cow,
and sugar cane juice.”

The mostimportant
ceremony is that of
netronmeelan, or the
opening of the deity’s
eyes.

OPENING OF
EYES: After the statue
has adequately recov-
ered from the stress of
its fashioning and has
been given its ritual
bath comes the time for
it to be awakened.
Many mantras are
chanted, asking for var-

ious Gods to come and animate its vari-

ous parts — Soorya the eyes, Vayu the ears,
Chandra the mind, etc.

Then comes the final step, the open-

honey.

and to be prepared to give up that life.

“This is because, in case that particular
statue is damaged, another will have to
be installed in its place, and life should
flow from the damaged idol to the new

one,” he said.

ing of the statue’s eyes. This ceremony in-
volves putting anjan, somewhat like kohl,
around the deity’s eyes, with a swarn
shlaka (gold needle). This process is car-
ried out from behind, as itis believed that
if one looks into God’s eyes the moment
they open, their brilliance can be too
much to take. The substances generally
used to make the anjan are ghee and

Once the anjan has been applied and
the deity’s eyes have opened, it has ‘come
to life’ and can now receive devotees.

Where are these steps mentioned?
The process of the pran pratishtha is

mentioned in the Vedas and elaborated

upon in various Puranas, such as Matsya

Puran, Vaman Puran, Narad Puran, etc.

ADHIVAAS: To ready the idol for the
pran pratishtha, multiple adhivaas are

conducted, in which the idol is sub-
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Inequality & social mobility

The winners of 2019 Nobel Prize in Economics spoke to Udit Misra about the most important policy
challenges facing India, in fields including education and employment. The laureates, who co-founded
The Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) in 2003, were speaking on J-PAL’s 20th anniversary
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ABHUIT BANERJEE &
ESTHER DUFLO

There are two views on poverty in India.
One is that India has eliminated extreme
poverty. The other is that poverty has
gone up post-Covid. What has fuelled
this debate is that we don’t have official
data on poverty since 2011. What is your
view on extreme poverty in India?

Esther Duflo: It's difficult to answer these
questions in the absence of data. And it’s
something that will eventually make it dif-
ficult to have an appropriate policy response,
because it is necessary to know what s going
on to be able to address the problem.

Abhijit Banerjee: Even the (other) data
sets that are available, diverge. This is often
the reason for an authoritative survey that’s
credible, and politically insulated, to exist.
Every country needs those things.

Duflo: India has along tradition of excel-
lent infrastructure with the national sample
survey organisation — with the flagship sur-
vey, the NSS, but also with various surveys.
So we kind of go from having very, very reg-
ular data with a consistent sampling frame
to this state of affairs, where it’s hard to say.

Is the multidimensional poverty index,
being used by the NITI Aayog and the
Centre in common discourse, a good
substitute for the consumption data-
based method?

Banerjee: Given that the consumption
datais not really there, it's probably a better
thing to use, because at least then you focus
on infant mortality, maternal mortality, etc.,
which we can get reliably from the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS). So in that
sense, this is probably the right direction to
go unless we go back to generating reliable,
transparent data on consumption.

India has tried different things to
alleviate extreme poverty — from giving
direct cash or food to focusing on
growth and hoping that growth will
bring about prosperity. Based on your J-
PAL experience, what has worked?

Banerjee: Evidence suggests that the
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(NREGA)worked; there are good evaluations
showing it reduced poverty. [ am relatively
confident, without having seen direct evi-
dence, that PDS is also doing something for
alleviating poverty.

What is harder to say is what is the im-
pact of the more targeted-to-specific-needs
schemes — the PM Awas Yojana, for exam-
ple, or the energy subsidy. That's becauseitis
not clear who exactly is getting them; if they
are really about poverty, or about politically
navigating a situation where there is lots of
inequality and people are resentful.

Over the years, the issue of inequality
seems to have become relatively more
important than poverty reduction. Is
inequality a bigger concern today?
Banerjee: One thing that's very clear is

EXPLAINED

Daily-wage construction labourers wait for work in Old Delhi. Abhinav Saha/Archive

that our national policy frame is really not
focused on inequality; there is no real dis-
course about it. And partly, that's a statement
about, what is your view of why inequality
is important? It needs to be theorised.

It’s not clear whether things have got
worse or better, because maybe economicin-
equality was much more limited in the past
but social inequality through caste and class
was vast. The levels of violence and inequality
have, maybe, somewhat mitigated. The polit-
ical systemis more responsive. If the abuse of
power was the primary source of inequality,
then it is not clear which way things have
gone. In many ways, power has shifted from
maybe rural landlords to urban businessmen.

But then you could have a very different
theory. Inequality is a mechanism that reflects
the lack of social mobility. Once, government
schools used to be good, and if you were a tal-
ented child from a poor family, you had a
chance. But that's got harder. There have been
some attempts to fix that. For example, Delhi
has made a valiant attempt at improving
school quality, butin general, the factis every-
body’s checking out of the public school sys-
tem. The fact that the rich can essentially in-
elastically buy whatever they want means
everybody else is facing an unfair competi-
tion. So, a different aspect of inequality is just
access to the channels of social mobility. The
rich parents can invest so much in their chil-
dren, so out of range for anybody else.

There are other forms of inequality that
we don'’t talk about. For example, poor chil-
dren have no amenities, they have no place
to play, they have no green spaces... And these
have long-term consequences on how peo-
ple grow up, their psychology, etc.

So we need to first start by articulating:
what is it that troubles us about inequality?
The fact that schools are really a central piece
of social mobility, and yet the best private
schools get more and more expensive and
fancy and create mechanisms for people to
hold on to their privilege, is, in the long run,
not in the national interest.

On education, there are two main
concerns: improving outcomes, and
addressing unemployability. How do you
see the policy landscape in India?

Duflo: The progress on improving edu-
cational outcomes has been extremely slow.
Especially since we have a sense that it’s not
rocket science for primary school; itis really

EDUCATION

amatter of focusing on the basics, and being
relentless until every child learns every bit
of those basics. It has been demonstrated
that it’s possible at a huge scale in govern-
ment schools. It worked even in some of the
very poor schools in UP where there was al-
most nothing. So, given that we have an easy
solution, the adoption of that solution has
been rather sluggish.

Banerjee: Where we really don’t know
much is on secondary and post-secondary
education. And in particular, there are two
issues about employability.

One is that the pedagogy is often de-
signed to suppress curiosity, your own way
of thinking or your own way of solving prob-
lems — it is extraordinarily routinised. And
some work we've done in Uganda suggests
you can get huge effects from encouraging
children to think on their own. Once you ex-
posed children to a pedagogy that encour-
ages them to think on their own, the pass rate
went up from 50% to 75%.

So a pedagogy that’s sort of top-down —
‘here’s the truth; you don’t have to think, you
have to know whatitis’ —is doing damage...

The other thing about employability is
expectations. A lot of young people expect
that because in their parents’ generation ed-
ucation had high returns and they could get
ajob, they too will get a job. In India, the ob-
session with government jobs is really coun-
terproductive. People spend the first six,
seven years of what would be the working
life taking tests, trying to get a job, etc., and
then failing and taking some other job.

The Indian labour force participation data
looks very strange. At 30, suddenly, every-
body, all the males are working. That’s reflec-
tive of the fact that we have created a system
where this obsession with government jobs
is hurting employability. People don’t want
(other) jobs. We did some work with training
programmes — people were trained, and
then they didn’t want the jobs they could get
from the training. So this employability is-
sueisn’t justa matter of skills, it’s a matter of
attitudes, and we’ve created a setting where
the attitudes are extraordinarily distorted.

How to address the expectations issue?
Banerjee: There are probably two sides
to this. One is, the government could expand
the number of people it employs if it didn’t
offer the kind of terms it does. For example,
in China, there are three people with a

Bachelor’s degree in every village working
for the village government. These are people
with certain skills and a certain amount of
knowledge of the world.

So one thought is that the government
should start introducing maybe a transitional
mechanism where you take a job, and then
you keep it only if you're good at it. It’s like a
tenure system. That will create more jobs.

We need more people on the ground.
don’t think our government is big enough. A
lot of people will say that we have a big gov-
ernment, butin fact, we have a small govern-
ment that’s trying to keep control. The size
is small but the hands are heavy. So rethink-
ing the shape of the government, having
more young people in government, as a trial
as a way to start your life, but then you can
go out and do something else, could help.

NFHS data show that a large proportion
of children are stunted and wasted.
What can be done to address this?

Duflo: There is no one solution that we
know would work. Here and there, some-
thing makes a difference. For example, in
Tamil Nadu, J-PAL experimented with adding
a second Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) worker in the anganwadi,
with one person focused on nutrition, and
that helped a bit. But it was very expensive,
and wasn’t scaled up.

We are at aloss in terms of solutions, un-
like in other countries. In Africa, where coun-
tries are much poorer, stunting and wasting
of children are improving much faster.

Banerjee: We already knew this was not
apoverty problem because the malnutrition
rates in some categories of NFHS were worse
than the average African child in a very poor
country.

If you look at the numbers, protein con-
sumption is extraordinarily low in India.
Relative to everywhere in the world, we eat
too little protein. We think that daal contains
protein, but it’s actually very starchy and has
very little protein. The reason why it is polit-
ically difficultis that telling people they really
don’teat the right way is a tricky thing to do.

But on the other hand, here, awareness is
critical. In our work, we made up a sitcom to
push the use of iron-fortified salt in Bihar,
and it was the only thing — we did many in-
terventions — that worked. So the media re-
ally needs to tell people you're not feeding
your children the right things.

Eggs have protein, milk has protein,
peanut butter has protein. Protein is not hard
to get. Vegetarians can get it. But you really
need to think about protein as being the
thing that we are missing in our diet.

It is often said that India doesn’t allocate
much money in its budget for health and
education. Is that a big concern?

Banerjee: On budget allocation for
health, even now, India is globally on the low
side. On education, we are kind of at the me-
dian level for our per capita GDP. The ques-
tion is more about the allocation towards the
elite institutions versus the schools. The dis-
tortions are more there than in the total
amount of money allocated.

We really need to take the idea of build-
ing institutions for social mobility, because
in the long run, their absence will lead to a
crisis. If people feel they are completely left
behind — that there are only poor quality jobs
for them and good jobs for a small field of
people — that will eventually not work out.

Edited excerpts from the interview.
Longer version on www.indianexpress.com

Gaps in learning persist, but tech access offers avenues beyond school

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

RUKMINI BANERJI

SINCE 2005, the NGO Pratham’s Annual Status
of Education Report (ASER) has recorded trends
in school enrollment, attendance, and reading
and arithmetic abilities among children ages
6-14 years in rural areas of the country.

The 2023 edition focused on the 14-18 age
group, specifically on their ability to apply read-
ing and math skills to everyday situations, and
their aspirations. It also sought to capture their
access to digital technology, and whether they
possess the skills to use it.

The ASER 2023 Beyond Basics survey was
carried out among 34,745 respondents in 28 ru-
ral districts in 26 states, including two districts
each in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.

Why did the survey focus on children in
the 14-18 age group?

From 2005 to 2014, we did annual sur-
veys on the learning abilities of rural children.
We now do such full surveys in alternate

Epﬂper..nelss.cnm

years, which allows us to explore something
in depth in the in-between years. The scale
issmaller becauseit’s 1-2 districts per state,
but the angle is much wider. This year, we
decided to focus on this age group.

What did the survey seek to measure?
We had four broad buckets to measure —
activity, aspiration, awareness in general,
and ability. When we surveyed the same age
group in 2017, on the ability front, we did the
basic survey on reading and arithmetic; this
time there is also a mapping of how ready
the children are for everyday activities.

We also added the digital component
because a lot has happened in the last 4-5
years to allow for some self-reported ques-
tions, such as, “Do you know how to use a
cell phone?” The survey also included doing
some tasks with a phone, such as setting an
alarm or searching for information online.

What are some key findings from the
2023 survey?

First, the children are doing multiple
things, though that is not always captured
by the education sector or the job market.
Around 30% are already working, often for
their parents. But when asked whether that
was what they wanted to do when they
grew up, they said that was not for them.

THOSE WHO HAVE THEIR OWN SMARTPHONE*

AGE MALE FEMALE ALL
\ 14 155 7 1
15 — 261 E] 182
16 | 1453 173 305
17 ] 654 |mmmmmm 294 | 466
L 18 | 799 r 406| 586
AL 437 19.8 311

Second, even for doing all kinds of every-
day tasks, it seems to be very useful to have
some basic skills of reading and math. Just
because a child in Class 8 is still struggling
with the basics, it does not mean we should
not make an effort to reach out to them.

About one in four children in the 14-18
age group cannot read a Std II-level text flu-
ently in their regional language. Overall,
girls do better than boys in this respect.

More than half struggle with division (3-
digit by 1-digit) problems, a skill that is usu-
ally expected in Std IIl or IV. About 57% can
read sentences in English; more than 73%
among them can tell the meanings. Boys do

*% of those who can use a smartphone; Source: ASER (Rural) 2023

better in arithmetic and English reading.
The digital component is interesting: at
one level, everyone knows how to use the ba-
sic things; but they’re not using it in depth —
they’re using the surface layer, say, mainly en-
gaging with social media. There are also a lot
of opportunities there. Beyond school, there
could be ways to get young people to develop
amuch stronger set of digital skills, which will
enable them to get over many obstacles.

The enrollment gap between boys and
girls has been closing over the years. Is
that true of digital access too?

When asked if they can use a smart-

phone, more than 90% of respondents said
yes, and this is not exclusive to any gender.
But there is a big difference between boys
and girls when answering the question,
“How many of you own a smartphone?”
Boys have much greater access.

About 90% of surveyed households had
smartphones. Of the surveyed children, al-
most 95% boys and 90% girls could use a
smartphone.

Across all phone-related tasks, boys out-
performed girls. Performance in digital
tasks improved with education level. Ability
to perform digital tasks also increased with
basic reading proficiency.

Among those who can use a smartphone,
two-thirds reported usingit for an education-
related activity during the reference week,
such as watching online videos related to
studies, solving doubts, or exchanging notes.

As access to phones and digital avenues
for learning increase, what does the
schooling system have to offer?

School enrollment means that schools
and the system can reach out to everyone
on the rolls. Whether they are coming every
day;, sitting in school, is another story.

When you have 85% of an age group that
you can reach, you can use that reach to beef
up many other components. Face-to-face

in the classroom is only one mode of learn-
ing. But if you have information on whom
you have to reach, you can reach them in
many different ways. The school is a con-
vening place, a place to share things. Itis a
very important platform.

The majority of respondents in Class 11
or higher were studying humanities-
related subjects. What does that
suggest for their prospectsin ajob
market that values STEM knowledge?

The responses also reflect what is avail-
ableintheirvillages.Itis possible that some-
one wants to do science, but their local high
school does not have science. But again, there
may be other ways to connect to subjects that
the local high school does not offer.

The system s also very streamlined, but
the New Education Policy of 2020 allows
for more flexibility. There should be a way
for a student to register for other kinds of
learning opportunities. Over some time, it
should loosen up; physical restrictions
should also loosen — you may not have a
physical science teacher, but there are sci-
ence teachers in the world from whom you
should be able to learn.

Dr Rukmini Banerji is CEO of Pratham.
She spoke to Rishika Singh
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: NMORTHERN RAILWAY
o, IS Tender Notice

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement System
Principal Chéel materials manager, Morthern Raibway, New Dethi-110001 for and on
behall of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement system fcar
supplhy of the Tollowing ienms:-

Sr. No.| Tender Hnl Brief Description Qty.| Closing Date
Infusion Human Sarum Albumin 20% wiv |1825
01 | 82241031 W in 100 mi botile nos| 12-02-2024

Mote: 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website i.e. www. ireps.gov.in for x
detalls, 2, Mo manual affer will be entariainad 3
Tender Motice No. BZ241031 Dated: 17.01.2024 -

2032024

Serving Customers With A Smile

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that an
unidentified male {depicted in the photo) name
unknown, residence and family is unknown
was found lving unconscious at Subway No. 1,
Delhi Side at Anand Vihar Terminal, Delhi,
he was admitted in GTB Hospital, Delhi, during
treatment he was declared dead by doctors on
15.01.2024. In this regard a DD No. 32-A dated
15.01.2024 has been lodged at PS Anand
Vihar Railway Station, Delhi. The Dead body
has been preserved in GTE Hospital Mortuary for 72 hrs. for
ldentification. His physical description is as under:

Sex: Male, Age: 40-45 years, Height: 5' 6" ft., Complexion: Shallow,
Wearing: Grey colour Jacket and grey colour Pant

Any person having any information or clue about the deceased
may kindly inform to the undersigned on the following address or
telephona numbers:-

SHO
PS: Anand Vihar Rly. Station, Delhi

Ph.: 011-22145601, 22145602
Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 Mob.: 8750871314
Fax No.; 011-24368639 DF‘ITdBFRIyEﬂH

Website: http://cbi.nic.in
E-mail: cic@chbi.gov.in

e

0

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY

Telalaaka, BAMSALORAE - 560 054, Webrsle: wwwt. vl indianniberps povin, E-mail sosslendscabigrai.can i

TENDER NOTICE NO. RWF/S/P1/017/2023-24 di. 16.01.24

O beralt of the President of India, Prncipal Chind Matersds Mansger imvites elecironic Terdens irem
Interested Vendors for supply of the following items on the Indian Railways
E-Portal — wwwwtireps.gav.in. Tha Tender documents and the Garmgenda ta the Temders, if any, will
be H'fall‘_'ltllv"l'.'ll'l-.l"t Pl:lr[ah.'ll'll_'p'

51| Tender Wo | Due date “8hent Deseription
, | Magnesivm Aluminium Silicate Granules to BWE Specificatsan
1 P20 | 02-02-24 [Developmental TEI'II]EH Oty. 369 Kgs
| Asbestos Gasket 1o AWF Specification (Developmental Tender)
2| Fr241048 | 10-02-24 My, 2100 Mos.
E-Reverse Auction Stoel Bloarms 340mm sq A-43 a5 per RWF Specilication.
1|P1z3z087A | 14-02-24 | Qty. 5758 MT

Global Tender

Graphite moukd blanks 1097 mm 4l € 575mm Height (43,27 ¥ 2267
1 lF1‘.'-'3-C.'-':-'F.|H | 2H-02-24

tp RWF Gpecification, Oy, 354 Nos

Pelrciae? Caiet Malzrials Mineges

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

e

i
aiw il g fontsiirn

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C,
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Md Shakil S/o Md Jalil R/lo RZ-A1/180, Vijay Enclave
Dabri Palam Road, Palam Delhi has Committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
293/19 U/S 379/411 IPC, PS Maurice Nagar, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Md Shakil cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Md Shakil has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Md
Shakil of case FIR No. 293/19 U/S 379/411 IPC, PS
Maurice Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 19.02.2024.
By Order
Ms. Shipra Dhankar
Metropolitan Magistrate, (Central District)
Room No. 180, First Floor
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DPIT40/N/2024{Court Matter)

MN.LT. No. |3I} -A4,8,C D EFGHIJ KE&L - 2023-24-Wv

HwR Y srferh

Beautification & Environment

HEH ¥o UE-U (E511.), 37 Ui Iod, FOF Hed g1 $550 I 1T &
-5 e g diradeor G s weafad &, 50 0 swoe
Individuals, NGOs, Trusts, Hotriculturists, Nursery developers,
Charitable Institutions, Corporates, Govt. Bodies and Self Help
Groups ¥ WS H1 W= (Expression of Interest) HHEA
& FE 2l 39 TE H fga e 399 uiEy Yod o deanEe
nwr.indianrailways.gov.in & About us Tab # Division— JAIPUR—
Engineering U7 30w 21 50 Hey ¥ Wy fEm o & & OE @R
fAfaEr/evey 0 &)1 €30 30E.(E.0.) 51 & 6 3w @A 02.02.2024
TOT 15.00 F51 TS0 J01 HeEd S (S3) g1 wed AeEtEa
A W WFEd 51 9Ed € §34: srdencojp@gmail.com
Ht, 7%¥: 9001199200 (Sr.DEN/Co./|P) 73-AK/24

w [ B O /NWRailways B NWRailways_ w #far &

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. Divisional Elaclrical EnginaerTraction Distnbution, DRM's Office, Slale
Entry Raad, Maw Delhi for & on behalf of President of India, invites open e-
tender for the under noted work:
1.| Name of | PART-D: Design, supply, erection, testing & commissioning
Work | of 25 KV AC OHE for electrification of un-electrified sidings/
with S | Jiccal sheds at GZE & JOW stations inconnaction with
et "Electrification of un-elecirified sidings/diese] sheds over
DLI Division in already electrified sections”.

2.| Approx. Cost of work Fs=. 892,17 ,106.35/-

3.| Earnest Money Deposit | Rs. 1,84.400/-

4. | E-Tender Bid Online 01.02.2024 (00.00 Hrs.) to 15,02 2024
Submission Period (15.00 Hrs.}

5.| E-Tender Bid Submission End Date |15.02.2024.(15.00 hrs.}

& E-Tender Open Date & Tima

6.| Website particulars where complete
details of tender documents can be seen

www.ireps.gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 205124

E-Tender No.: 44-TRD-NDLS-2023-24 Dated 16.01.2024

1. Name of work with (s location:

B.N. (A} Installation of wasbe wabar frealment & recycling planbERuent Trealmeant
Plants at GGN station (200 KLD)} and PTRD station (50 KLD) under SSEMWINGGN
under ADENDEE

Similar nature of work:- Supply, design, eraction and commissioning of sewsrags
treatment plant and/or effluent frestment plant

{B) Annual PwWay 2ane For maintenancs of frack work in the section of SSEP Way!
HMZM under ADEM/HMZM for the year 2023-24,

[C) Anmual repair and malnmenance of the staff offices and service building at
HMZM & D5 Station in the seckon of SEEMMMHNZM under ADEMHMZM for tha
perod ending 30.06.2024

Sirmnilar nature of work:= Ary Civil work ofher than rack work.

(O} CTR{S}-1.454 Km in the saction of S5E PWay/TED under ADEMTED.

(B} CTR{Sk1.45 Km In the section of SSE/P WAYIGGEN under ADEN/DEE

(F} CTR{S)-1.45 Km in the saclion of S5EP.WAYDEE under ADEN/DEE.

{5} CTR(S5}1.45 Km in the section of SSEPAWAYINZM under ADEM/NZM.

[H) CTR{S)-1.454 Km in the section of SSEPWAY/FDB under ADENTKD

(I} TBER{H-Beam) Renewal of channel sleeper by H-Beam Slesper on DLI-RE &
HREM-AMD (DALY section under SrDEMN-Y,

Similar nature of work:- Fabrcation & kying of channel sléspans in running track
() Raising of steel girder with stee! stools of bridge no-22 UP Main [ne between
DEC-PM on DEE-RE Section

{K) Prowision of 3.05 mir wide FOB at Palli statson under ADEM-DEE.

Similar nature of work:- Fabrication, supply, assembly, erecticn and launching!
ragarding af girders through girder, plat girders, FOBS ate, in renning rack,

(L} TRR(F) 5.180 TKM location at km 2.860 to 5.0 Scuth & Morth Lins {UP/DN)
DLI-DEE in the section of SSEP.Way/DEE wunder ADENDEE

Similar nature of work:- CTRTRRTFRTTR including raising of track, screaning,
distressing of track, pre & post works for track maintenance machine ke tamping
machines/ballast screenmgiregulating machines & TTR by T-28.

2. Approx. Cost of work: S.M. (A} Fis. 2,31.84,849.34, (B) Rs. 46,33,192.95,

(C) Rs. 699924203 (D) Rs 401696524, (B) Rs. 401256904,
(F) Rs. 4012569.04, (G) Rs. 401256904, (H) Rs. 401696524,
() Rs. 1083233790, (J) Rs. 21,00,103.10. (K) Rs. 2,158B323.82,

(L) Rs. 955976193

3. Earnest Money Deposit: (It should b in the Form of net banking or paymsant
gateway Only, Note:- FDR will not b= accepted as EMD for tender invited on IRERS
as per Raibway Boards feller po. 2010260CE-VCTISN daled 31 .08 2016)

5.MN. [A) Rs. 2,66,000.00, (B) Rs. 92,700.00, (&) Rs. 1,40,000.00, (D} Rs. 50,300.00
(E} Rs. 80,300.00, (F) Rs. 80.300.00, (G) Rs. 80,300.00, (H} Rs. &0.300.00
{1} Bs. 2,49,200.00, {(J) Rs. 4200000, (K) Rs. 2.57,200.00, (L) Rs. 1,97 200.00
4. Completion period of Work : 5.M. (A} 0€ Months, (B) 06 Months, [C) 06
bonths, (D) 08 Months, (E) 06 Months, (F) 06 Months, (G) 06 Months, (H) 06
Blonths, (1) 06 Months, (J) 06 Mondhs, (K) 06 Months, (L) 06 Months

5. Date and time for submission of tender and apening of tender; Upto 15.00
hrs, on 09,02 2024, Opening of lender at 15,00 hrs, On 09,02, 2024

6. Website particulars notice board lecation complete details of tender can be
seen and address of the office from where the tender form can be purchased
ebt.: Above tender availabile on IREPS site L@, waw.ireps govin

SEARCH OF MISSING

General public is hereby informed that one
female (depicted in the photo), Namely :
Asha Wio Keshav, Rfo 2/332-333, Trilokpuri,
Delhi Aged: 20 years has been Missing from
above address since 26.12.2023. In this
regad a DD No. 78-A, Dated 27.12.2023, has
been lodged at P.S. Kalyanpuri, Delhi. Her .
physical description s as under: i
Height: 4'9" Feet, Complexion: Fair, Face: Asha
Round, Built: Thin, Wearing: Green Colour Suit & Salwar &
Sandle in Feet.

Any person is having any information/clue about this missing
female, may inform to the following at E-mail:
cic@chi.gov.nic.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in Tele No.: 11-
24368638 or 24368641

5H.O
P.S. Kalyanpuri

DP/609/ED/2024 Ph: 011-22772287, 8750871830

Mo.: 126-Wi280/0ET/2023-24/WVINIT-30 -4, B, C,D,E,F, G.H, L J.K & L
Date; 16.07.2024 20172024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

IMPORTANT NOTICE

For the convenience of Rail Passengers, Railways have
decided to extend the train no. 13483/13484 and
13413/13414 Malda Town-Delhi-Malda Town Farakka
Express upto Bathinda as per details given below :-

Extension of Train No. 13483/13484 Malda Town-Delhi Jn.

- Malda Town Farakka Express upto Bathinda Jn.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General Public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of a male
Namely Jaideep Sfo Mano], Rio |B
Unknown Age: 40-45 years, Height: |
&', Complexion: Fair, Face: Oval,
Built: Thin, Wearing: Yellow coloured
T-shirt, Cream coloured pajama, was
found on 07.01.2024 from Rain
Basera Sec.12, Near Metro Station
Dwarka, Delhi. In this regard a DD No.104A, dated
07.01.2024 has been lodged at P.S. Dwarka North, New
Delhi.

If any one having any clue about deceased male may kindly

inform the undersigned and contact on following numbers.
SHO
P.S. Dwarka North, New Delhi
Ph.: 011-28031878
Mob.: 8750871022, 9560192025

DP/7T15/DW/2023

This is notify for the information of all concerned that
Railways have decided to revised the timings of the
following trains :-

Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal Ltd

Shankarsheth road, swargate, Pune - 37

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL - PROCUREMENT OF BUSES ON GCC BASIS
Duration 180172024 TO 100202024 6l 05.00 pm
Aoceptance Detaits 18012024 TO11,02/2024 Gl 05.00 pm
Pre-Bad Meeting E3/01/2024 at 2.30 pm
Techmcal lender fpaning Law 12/0272024 fill 050D prm

Tender Tender -!Easlimale

L, H;r Pune

~

Earmnest

Work

No. m“”'““d Work Description | ) price| Amount | Money | Period
| Selection of Operator (5] far
PMPML — : Procurement, Operabion and
na 5 | Maintenance of 400 nos. of | 53 000)- ) A5,00,0000- .
02.CE- L'Iml. 12-muater ERT compliant | (nclusive B (Fitty five !
2024 Mﬁchaﬂlﬁa!l Tt o Sl Tander YN Yaars
Enginer | Non-AC CHNG Buses within | of G5T) ks pely)
| Pune Metrapaolitan Region oo
| Gross Cost Basis ,

All relevant details of the procurement are available In Request For Proposal (RFF)
document. The BFF documant is awailable & can b2 purchased onling from
www.mahatenders.gov.n. All subsequent nofification, arnauncement, changes, extension
& amendments would be posted on websils s/~

(Or, Sanjay Kolie, I1AS)

Adv. No. : CE/O2Z. Chairman & Managing Director

Date : 17/01/2024. Pune Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal Ltd

Sr. Divisiormal-Materiat-Manager, N.E

Railway, Varanasi for and on behalf of
President of India, invites Tendel
through E-Procurement system "Open
Tender" for the supply of the following
item. Complete description of the item
and other terms and conditions are
available on website: E-Tender No.]
50245031, Due Date: 15.02.2024
Description: Supply, Installation and
commissioning of fully computerized
automated single car test rig (SCTR
for LHB and ICF/RCF designed
coaches make universal or similar ag
per technical specification attached
(Warranty Period-30 Months after the
date of delivery), Qty.: 06 Nos.)
Earnest Money: ¥ 60,040. Note: The
firms, who desire to participate in e
tender are advised to electronically
register themselves on the abovd
website for which they would require tg
have a Class-Ill Digital signaturg
certificate authority licensed by CCA of
India. Manual offers against e-tenders
willnot be considered.

Sr. Divisional Materials Managei|

:.ﬁ] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY _

CPRO/S-120 Varanas

*DONOT TRAVEL WITH INFLAMMABLE ARTICLE IN TRAIN®

NORTHERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM-1 & Il

19

el &-Afae =
8. FIERIwET:-M-442/LHE AC chair/
Train no. 12985/86(JP-DEE-|P)
&Rl 16.01.2024
e T e (3fs @ drE) 3 ofdm
YT QY g WA & et nEeg 6
£ [ T B = 1 A T LA R A T 2 0
15:00 T3 7 5--ae] AT &t A E |
@ off Agae 2oey wfen Tl
SR 3 3 6 A 208 e Bl
G Tl G -
2 - fAifaeT HeEm: M-442/LHB AC chairf
Train no. 12985/86 (JP-DEE-JP). 1
& A § ¥ The work of retro
fitment of LHE AC Chair Car type
sliding mechanism in place of existing
Sliding Mechanism of Doors of
Double Decker coaches (Train no.
12985/86 |P-DEE-JF). 3T FPTA:
5.9,02,700.00 (5. @rEa & g=w wa 1
arE) | FE el . 18,100.00 (F &G
FaiTe U wt wad W) | §-FAfaeT & sifam
fa=1 7 ¥99: 09.02.2024 T 15:00
a3 §-Fifae area & Rl i gog
09.02.2024 T97 15:30 73| FH5-FfE@
o e T faee - 1o bl daHTEe
www.ireps.gov.in T {1 AT =
W e, 37 IEH h-TaE &

e i il u9 uerel & TO-AKI24

el [ B B/NWRailweys ENWRailways_ = oish =1

Ie——

B ey
Arreit pdig bzt

16.01.2024.

E-Tender Notice No- 01ExamCBTBid2024Acc
Hereby, this is to notify that Northern Railway has published
updated tender document with minor changes and deleted
the old tender document on IREPS website on dated

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Dated 16.01.2024

2058/24

GMDC o

TENDER NOTICE
Selection of Reputed Private Agency for the Management, Administration

and Maintenance of the GMDC-GVT School at
GMDC Kadipani Project, Kawant Block, Chhotaudepur District

Tender Advt. No. GMDC-GVT/CSRI9/23-24

Date: 18/01/2024

of the GMOC-GVT School at GMDC Kadipani Project, Kawant Block,

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of an
unknown male Age: 43 years,
Complexion: Shallow, Height: 5'4",
Face: Oval, Built: Normal, was
wearing Light Blue colour Shirt,
Black color Jacket and Black colour
Pant, was found in unconscious
condition admitted in Gate No. 2,
Gyne Emergency, LNJP Hospital,
Delhi. During the treatment doctor declared him dead. In
this regard a DD No. 7A, dated 14.01.2024 has been
lodged at P.S. |.P. Estate, Delhi.
His dead body has been preserved in MAMC Hospital
Mortuary for 72 Hrs.. Any person having any information
or clue about the deceased may kindly inform to the
undersigned on the following address or telephone nos.
SHO
P.S. ILP. Estate, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23370928, 8750870426

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

DP/710/CD/2024

Sealed tenders are invited from reputed and experienced private agencies by
GMDC-Gramya Vikas Trust for the Management, Administration and Maintenance

Chhotaudepur District,

The detailed schedule of e-tender and tender document is available at the
n-procure wiabsite (https:/gmdctender.nprocure.com) and GMOC website
(https:/fwww.gmdcltd.com);

Clueries for the tender document can be addressed at: ceogviiidgmdcitd.co.in

Last date for submission of Bids (Online): 05/02/2024, 18:00 Hrs.

Last date for submission of Technical Bids (Hardcopy): 06/02/2024, 17:00 Hrs.

CED, GMDC-GVT
Gujarat Mineral Development Corporation Ltd,

B —

A [ Government of Gujarat Enterprise)
LIMITLESS ‘Gramya Vikas Trust (GMDC-GVT)
POSSIRILITIES Khanij Bhawan, 132 Feet Ring Road,

Mear University Ground, Vastrapur, Ahmedabad-ﬁ&ﬂ-ﬂﬁz

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Invitation of Tenders through
E-Procurement system.
Tender Notica NO, 86/2023-2024 Deatech: 17/07/2022
Principal Chief Materials Manager, Morthern Railway, New Delhi - 110001, for
and on behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through
e-procuremant system for supply of the followlng ibems:-

1]
=T Wby

e~

Government of India
Ministry of Textiles
*k%k
Appointment of Mission Director
For
National Technical Textiles Mission

Applications are invited for filling up of 01 (One) post o
Mission Director for National Technical Textiles Mission
under Ministry of Textiles. The detailed information
regarding eligibility, qualification, experience, last date o
receipt of application, etc. for submission of the
applications for the post of Mission Director are available
on the Official website of the Ministry www.texmin.nic.in

Train No. 13484 Train No. 13483
"arr. | oer. | STATIONS  |opr ™ pep |
06:50 R MaldaTown W - | 19:35
N Nochiangs 1
21:25 21:40 DelhiJn 04:55 | 05:10
19:45 19:47 Bahadurgarh 05:54 | 05:56
19:15 19:17 Rohtak Jn. 06:24 @ 06:26
18:33 18:35 Jind Jn. 07:05 | 07:10
13'._[!_3 . ‘1!!.:_{!_.5 Hamana.ln ; l]'?' 35 ﬂ?:?&
1742 | 17:44 Tohana 07:58 08:00
17:29 17:31 Jakhal Jn. _08:11 | 08:13
== 16:25 Bathinda Jn. 10:00 @ -
Days of Run : 13484 Ex Bathinda Jn. from 26.01.2024 on every

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Sunday and 13483 Ex Malda Town
from 24.01.2024 on every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Sunday.

Extension of Train No. 13413/13414 Malda Town-Delhi Jn.

- Malda Town Farakka Express upto Bathinda Jn.

January 2024

Last date of application: 20th February, 2024

Ministry of Textiles, New Delhi

CBC 41101/11/001 0/2324I

"IMPORTANT"

whatsoever,

copy, itis not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner

aavertising

S3.| Tender Brief Description City. [‘.Iusing.
Revised Timings of Train No. 04581 Delhi Jn. - No| No. Date |
Panipat Jn. Special w.e.f. 26.01.2024 01| 02231844A|THREE POLE POWER CONTACTOR| 39 n0S | 050206
EXISTING -HMIHGSi REVISED TIMINGS COMPLETE WI H_EEJ'I.EE PAOUNTIMG
STATIONS ARR. | DEP. | ARR. | DEP 0209242224 |AIR BRAKE HOSE COUPLING SUPPORT 19115 NOS| 0a 02.24
: T N ] 03 [08233025C [ENAMEL SYNTHETIC, EXTERIOR,
Delhi Jn. Y - o0 .~ o455 | FINISHING, SIGNAL RED. 42404 TR 06,0224 |
i i : : - : 04 [092330328|ENAMEL SYNTHETIC, EXTERIOR, A0 LTR | 10 15
Subzi Mandi 05:23 | 05:24 | 05:08 | 05:09 ) ENAMEL SYNTHE] 4028 LTR 120221
BNtk Azacfuar - - | = 1 = 05 [07231563 [203 MM AIR BRAKE CYLINDER WITH SLACK | g5 MOE | 12 0o s
Adarsh Nagar Delhi 05:32 05:33 05:17 | 05:18 | ADJUSTER : :
 Badli || 05:38 | 05:39 | 05:23 | 05:24 06 |19230602A |AXLE BOX BEARING FOR WAP-TWAG-SLOCO | 462 SET | 140224 |
Khera Kalan 05:43 | 05:44 | 05:28 | 05:29 O O GURED SO T e | WOSET | o]
Holambi Kalan 05:48 | 05:49 | 05:33 | 05:34 :|E|i?i".“-:‘3.':|d1;! MANUFACTURE & SUPPLY OF FISH PLATE |a450 NOS | 15 02,24 |
_ . =n | nz: 80KG 28
arals (hih | SOEE | 00i09 L GOl 0877236132 MANUFAGTURE AND SUPFLY OF SPRING | 300 SET | 10.02.44
Rathdhana 06:01 | 06:02 | 05:46 | 05:47 ; SETTING DEVICE :
Harsana Kalan 06:07 | 06:08 | 05:52 | 05:53 1007231966 |SEALED WINDOW GLASS UNIT 5196 NOS | 21,03.24 |
Sonipat Jn. 06:14 | 06:15 | 05:53 | 06:00 1 ,n?ﬂ 1486 [SAFETY WIRE ROPE ASSEMBLY 7679 NOS [ 16.05.24 |
Sandal Kalan 06:52 06:53 | 06:07 | 06:08 Note-1. 'n.-'Fndnra may '-.rq..HhFIHFF'-S I..'..~=-h=~|t|= .2 www.ireps.govin  [m] -E]
Rajlu Garhi 06:57 06:58 06:12 | 06:13 | fordetais. 2. Mo Manual offer will be antertained.
Ganaur 07:03 | 07:04 | 06:18 | 06:19 || e SERVING CUSTOMERS WITHA SMILE____[OL%
e — g:; | ggﬁjf oo Office Of the Municipal Corporation, Satna (M.P.)
dma d = ; = i
Diwana 07:35 | 07:36 | 06:38 | 06:39 Section-1
Panipat Jn. 08:10 - 07:53 | - Notice Inviting e-Tenders

Train No. 13414 Train No. 13413
ARR. DEP. STATIONS ARR. | DEP
06:50 | - Malda Town = | 18:35
Huchanga _
21:25 21:40 DelhiJn 04:55 | 05:10
20:12 20:14 Marela 05:46 | 05:48
19:38 19:40 SonipatJn. 06:03 | 06:05
18:36 18:38 Gohana Jn. 07:03 | 07:05
17:38 17:40 Jind Jn. 08:03 | 08:05
A7:12 | 17:14 Uchana 08:28 | 08:30
16:58 17:00 MarwanaJn. 08:42 | 08:44
16:37 16:39 Tohana 09:04 | 09:06
16:24 16:26 Jakhal Jn. 09:17 | 09:19
16:10 16:12 Bareta 09:31 | 09:33
15:55 15:57 Budhlada 09:46 09:48
15:40 15:42 Mansa 10:01 | 10:.03
15:24 15:26 Maur 10:17 | 10:19
- 15:00 Bathinda Jn. 11:15 | =
Days of Run : 13414 Ex Bathinda Jn. from 27.01.2024 on every

Monday, Wednesday, Saturday) and 13413 Ex Malda Town from
25.01.2024 on every Monday, Thursday, Saturday)

Arrival time of train no. 04979 Rewari Jn.-
Rohtak Jn. Spl. at Rohtak station will be revised

from 06:35 to 06:40 w.e.f. 26.01.2024

For detailed information regarding stoppages and timings
of above trains, please call RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or

visit enquiry website: www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

Revised Timings of Train No. 04981 Rohtak Jn. -

Jind Jn. Special w.e.f. 26.01.2024

EXISTING TIMINGS REVISED TIMINGS
STATIONS ARR. | DEF. | ARR. | DEF.
Rohtak Jn. Y - 06:45 | - | 07:00 |
Samar Gopalpur 06:53 | 06:54 | 07:08 | 07:09
Karainthi 07:01 | 07:02 | 07:16 | O7:AT
Lakhan Majra Halt 07:07 | 07:08 | 07:22 | 07:23
Kila Zafargarh 07:14 | 07:15 07:29 | 07:30
Julana 07:21 | 07:22 | 07:36 | 07:37
Jai Jai Wanti 07:29 07:30 | 07:44 | 07:45
Kinana 07:37 | 07:38 | 07:52 | 07:53
Bishanpur Haryana | 07:44 | 07:45 | 07:59 | 08:00
Jind Jn. 0805 | - | 0820 | -

Revised Timings of Train No. 04995 Rohtak Jn. - Jind Jn.

Special Between Pandu Pindara Jn.-Jind Jn. w.e.f, 26.01.2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

EXISTING TIMINGS REVISED TIMINGS
STATIONS ARR. | DEP. | ARR. | DEP. |
Pandu Pindara Jn. 07:45 | 07:46 | 07:45 | 07:46
Jind City 07:53 | 07:54 | 0753 | O7:54
Jind Jn. 08:10 - 08:30 | -
RailMadad Visit RailMadad website:
Helpline No. www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in
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Download Railmadad App
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NIT No. 17/01,17/02/PHE/SMC/2023-24

Tender No. 2024 UAD_325717_1, Tender No. 2024 UAD_325719 1,
Online PERCENTANGE RATE TEMDER bid for the following AMBUT 2.0 works are invited from ragistered

contractors and firms of repute fulfilling eligibility criteria:

Satna, Dated: 11/01/2024

1

2. The Bid Document can be purchased onfy Online 15:30 Hrs of 12.01.2024 to 17:30 Hrs, of 12.02.2024
3. Amendment to MIT, if any, would be published on website only, and not in Mewspaper.

; 03r2024. Name of work : Extension

2. Hame of the work Probable | EarnestMoney | CostofBid Time of of departmental mechanized laundry
No. amount Deposit (EMD) | Document | completion at Old S&T Workshop Ajmer
of contract inRs in Rs. {(Phase-ll). Approximate Cost :

(Rs.InLacs) Rs.44,05340.22. Earnest Money :

REJUVENATION OF RAJAH LAKE AT Rs. 88,100.00.Tender Closing Date :
SATNA UNDER AMRUT 2.0 SCHEME 30.01.2024. 2 Tender No. : 05/2024.

1 1. Construction of Stone Boulder Pitching 22210 1,11,050 16,000 12 Months Mame of work = ADEN/ABL ROAD
2. Railing at Bund (including Sub Division- Supply of potable water

3. Construction of Eco-Friendly Pathway Rairy through contractor's road tankers at

4, Desilting, Grassing and Plantation Season) various Leaval Crossings, staff
3.Lake bund protection Fence wall along Lake quarters & stations in jurisdiction of

6. Interceptor Drain ADEM Abu Road. (for the period of 24

7. Installation of Light pole and Lamp Post maonths) Approximate Cost :
REJUVENATION OF AMAUDHA LAKE AT Fa.4e. 0. 200.00 Famest tonsy. ;
SATNA UNDER AMRUT 2.0 SCHEME £, LU, SANGOr GlORINY

2 | 1.Construction of Stone Boulder Pitching 67.63 50,725 110,000 3 Months Albte  UENELO2E. JoAenden Nby s
2. Railing at Bund (including 04/2024. Name of work : Ajmer

3. Construction of Eco-Friendly Pathway Rainy SASIaN-E B E (IOt ?f

i ; ; manned Lewvel Crossing Mo, 01 in

4, Desilting, Grassing and Plantation Season) Madar-Pushkar Section, having TUV
3.Lake bund protection Fence wall along Lake >20000. A Gy o Cogt s

6. Interceptor Drain PERRACINANE WA T

: ; Rs5.15,12,191.98 Eamest Money :

7. Installation of nght pole and Lamp Post R 30,300.00. Tencer Closing Date -

Interested Bidder can view the NIT on website www.mptenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION SATNA (M.P.)

Sd/-

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
For & on behalf of President of India
following E-tenders are invited by
Divigional Railway Manager {(Emgg.)
Morth Western Railway/Ajmer at
15.00 Hrs, an the menfionad
date 15.01.2024. No WAJE-
Tender/02/2024. 1. Tender No. :

07.02.2024. The detailed information
of the above lander is available on
website www.ireps.gov.in and
Tender Motice Board of DREM Office,
MNWRIAmear

Frdicww us o Il BB ™eRalways

T1-AKI24
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CLASSIFIEDS 8 TENDERS
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Classifieds

) KUMAR JAIN,S/O OM
PRAKASH JAIN,R/O
HNO.17,THIRD-FLOOR, MODEL
TOWN,DELHI-110009.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO ASHOK
JAIN. 0040708763-2

LAMIT KUMARS/OSURENDER
PAL SINGH,R/O
HOUSE.NO.12,SAROJINI-NAIDU
PARK, SHASTRI NAGAR, EAST
DELHI-110031,have changed
my name to AMIT SACHDEVA.

0040708849-1

LAMARJEET KAURANAND W/O
DAVENDER SINGH R/O A-
250,VIKAS PURI,DELHI-
110018.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AMARIJIT KAUR FOR
ALL PURPOSES. 0040708870-2

I, SrishtiSingh D/0 Jessica
Charles R/0S-114/191, Nepali
Camp, Vasant Vihar, Delhi-
110057 have changed my name
to Srishti 0070883758-1

[, SerenaM/0 Philomina
Kerkatta R/0 1485, Sector-37,
Noida (U.P) have changed my
name to Serena Kerkatta for all
purposes. 0040708826-1

I,SardariBegam W/0 Sardar
Khan R/o0 Muglahi Bindki
Fatehpur U.P have changed my
name to Akhatri Begam for all
future purposes 0070883748-1

I, SahilS/o0 Jatinder Singh R/0
WZ-34A/1, GaliNo-13,
Krishnapuri, Tilak Nagar,
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to Sahil Singh

0070883751-1

I, Sahabuddin S/0 Sardar Khan
R/0 Surajpur Gautambuddh
Nagar U.P have changed my
name to Shahabuddin Khan for
all future purposes

0070883745-1

I, RishiRaj Singh Gharial,S/O
Late S. Gurdial Singh Gharial.
R/0 Flat no.1 SFS Flats Rajouri
Apartments Opp. Govt. Of India
Press New Delhi-110064, have
changed my name to Rishi Raj
Singh 0070883782-1

I, Priyanka/Priyanka Ranu W/O
Shri Darmeet Singh R/0O-B-
3/334,Third Floor,Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110063,have
changed my name to Priyanka
Kapoor for all purposes.

0040708848-3

I, Prachi Sharma W/o Raj Kumar
SharmaR/0 C-703, Ratan
Pearls, GH-01D, Sector-16,
Greater Noida West, Gautam
Buddh Nagar(U.P)-201306 have
changed my name to Vani
Sharma for all future purposes.

0040708753-1

I, Nawab Singh S/o Shri Shyodan
Singh Laur R/o0 C002 Aakriti
Shantiniketan, Sector-143B,
Noida, Gautam Budha Nagar
(UP)-201301 have changed my
name from Nawab Singh Laur
(old name) to Nawab Singh
(new name) for all purposes.
Contact No:- 8588040422.

0070883796-1

I, Mohammad Moaz Ali S/o Md
Isa AnsariR/0 C-136/137, 3rd-
Floor, Unit-1, Gali No-3,
Chaterpur Enclave-2, Delhi-74
have changed my name to Md
Moaz Ali 0070883754-1

I, Manoj Choudhary S/o Prem
Singh Plot.N0.30, Udyog
Kendra-1, Ecotech-3, Greater
Noida U.P. have changed my
name to Manoj Chaudhary for
all future purposes.

0070883759-1

I, Kritika Sachdeva w/o Rahul
Manochar/09-10, M-Block,
Hari Nagar, Delhi-110064 have
changed my name to KRITIKA
MANOCHA 0040708788-2

I, KAVERI D/O JITENDER SINGH
W/0O PIYUSH YADAV R/0 H.NO.
1225, URBAN ESTATE, NEAR
HUDA MARKET, SECTOR-4,
GURGAON, HARYANA-122001
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
KAVERI YADAV. 0070883789-1

| Sweety Antil W/o Sh. Sanjeev
Kumar R/o DA-177, SFS Flat,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088 is
also known as Sweety. Both
names are of one and the same
person. 0040708750-6

I, Jitender Singh s/o0 Gurmej
Singhr/o0 T-18, Vishnu Garden,
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to JATINDER SINGH

0040708788-1

I, Hira Devi, W/o Kishan singh,
R/0 B-6/5, B block, Vasant
Vihar 110057, have changed my
name to Heera Devi.

0070883717-1

I, GAYATRISINGH/ GAYATRI
SINGH TANWAR W/0O SURINDER
SINGH TANWAR R/O A3/15,
FOURTH FLOOR, SATYAWATI
COLONY, ASHOK VIHAR, DELHI-
110052 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO GAYATRI TANWAR
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0070883743-1

I, Ex Serviceman NK Nazir
Ahmad Khan, S/O- Shair Dil
Khan, R/0O-Awoora
Tehsil/District-Kupwara. In my
Army service records name
and D o Bof my wards has been
wrongly mentioned daughters
as Mehak Jan and Muskan D o
B-20-08-2004 and 14-07-2006
instead of Mehak Nazir and
Muskaan Nazir D o B- 25-09-
2005 and 05-10-2009 and Son
Momen Nazir D o B-29-04-2011
instead of Momin D o B-12-08-
2014. It needs corrections.
Objections befilled to
concerned authorities within
sevendays. 0020470638-1

I,Ramesh Kumar,S/o0 Attar
Singh,R/0,H.No. 686,Sector-
4,Gurgaon (Haryana)-122001,
have changed my nameto
Ramesh Kumar Singh.

0040708847-1

I, Davinder Kumar S/0 Sh.
Madan Lal R/0 J7/24, Ground
Floor, Rajouri Garden J-6, West
Delhi-110027 have changed my
name Davinder Kumar for all
purpose. 0070883795-1

I, Darmeet Singh,S/0-Shri
Joginder Singh,R/0-B-
3/334,Third Floor,Paschim
Vihar,Delhi-110063,have
changed my minor daughter
name from Simranto Simran
Ranu for all purposes.

0040708848-4

, aviMinhas alias avi
Sharma Mittal D/O Mahinder
Narayan Sharma W/o Sandeep
Kumar Mittal R/o Villa No-A-93,
Type-A Plot No-BGH A, Extn
Phase-1 UPSIDC Housing
Sector Surajpur Site-C, Greater
Noida, Po: Alpha, Greater
Noida, Dist-Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201310,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Chhavi Sharma Mittal.

0070883728-1

[,CSaravanan R/o Servant
Quarter B2/2,Vasant Vihar,
New Delhi 110057 have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Myra to Vaishnavi
forall purposes. 0040708843-1

ISushiel Chhabra W/o Late sh.
Sudesh Kumar Chhabra R/0 E-
54, Kirti Nagar, West Delhi
110015, do hereby solemnly
affirm thatin my passport my
name is wrongly written as
Sushila Chhabrainstead of
Sushiel Chhabra, both are one
and the same person.

0040708749-1

ISnehal D/o Sh. Satish Chandra
Prasad W/o Sh. Neeraj Kumar
Verma R/o Flat No.401, Tower-9,
Aashiyana Homes, Near
Sapphire International School,
Basai Brahmuddin Nagar,
Sector-70,Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201301 have changed my name
to Snehal Verma for all
purposes. 0040708750-8

IRuchiW/o Jitender PalR/o0
Nagla Megha (96), Karnal,
Haryana- 132001, have
changed my name to Renu

0070883788-1

IRakesh KumarS/o Sh.
Ratneshwar Sinha R/0 G-3,
Pearl Square, Pocket-10,
Ramprastha Greens, Sector-9,
Uttar Pradesh, Vaishali, I.E.
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201010 have changed
the name of my minor
daughter from Juhee to Juhee
Sinha for all purposes.

0040708750-4

IRakesh Kumar Karn S/o
ChumendralLal Karn R/o Ward-
8, Gram- Haripur Gauridas Tola,
Post-Haripur Dihtol, Thana-
Kaluahi, Harpur, Madhubani,
Bihar- 847229, have changed
my name to Babban Kumar
Karn 0070883792-1

Itis for general information that
I,Bablu,S/0 Mahavir Dutt,R/0O
B-77,Ved And Shiv
Colony,Budh-Vihar Phase-
2,Nithari,North West Delhi-
110086,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Babloo in my minor
daughter namely Pallavi aged-
14 yearsin her school-
record.The actual name of
mineisBablu. 0040708847-10

Ttisfor generalinformation that
I,Aman Anand,S/o Late
H.S.Anand R/0-M-302, Anupam
Apartment,East-Arjun
Nagar,Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,declare that name of
my Late father has been
wrongly-written as Harbans
Singh Anand in my Pan-
Card.No.BFQPA4222]J and in My-
Voter |.D.NO.TLE2237989.The
actual name of my Late father
is H.S.Anand. Harbans Singh
Anand And H.S.Anand name of
my Late fatheris one and the
same person. 0040708849-6

Itisfor GeneralTnformation that
I Simranleen Kaur Chawla D/o
Shri Gurmeet Singh wife of Shri
Ankit Sandal R/o C-348,
Gali.No.16, Bhajanpura Delhi-
110053 hereby change nameto
Simranleen Kaur.

0070883753-1

I,YuvrajMedirattaS/o Bharat
Rai MedirattaR/o A-11,
Second-Floor, Kirti-Nagar, New
Delhi-110015, have changed my
name to Yuvrraaj Mediratta.

0040708855-5

ILVipin Kumar SharmaS/o0 Mani
Ram Sharma,R/0 H.No-B-41
4THFloor, Gali No-5, Sewak-
Park,Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
110059 have changed my name
to VIPIN SHARMA

0040708837-6

l,Geeta Ohri W/o0 Sunil OhriR/0
B-7/19, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changed my name
to Roopa Ohri. 0040708855-3

I,Vikas kumar,S5/O Raj
singh,R/0,H.n0.312 Jood Bagh
koala Mubarak-pur,New-Delhi.
110003,Have Changed my
name to Vikas Kumar
Baisoya,for all purposes.

0040708763-4

LVISWAMITRA SINGH,father
of,Sushil Singh Presently,
residing at,331,Adarsh
Nagar,Post Jajmou, Kanpur,
Uttar Pradesh-208010,have
changed my name from
VISWAMITRA SINGH to VISHWA
MITRA SINGH,vide-Affidavit,
Dated-16.01.2024.

0040708837-10

I,Tejpal Thakran,S/o Sh.Nawal
Singh,R/0 House.No0.1025,Lal
Kua,Jharsa,Distt. Gurugram,
Haryana,have changed my
daughter’s name,from
Tanishka to Tanishka
Thakran,for all,future
purposes.

0040708835-4

INeelam Agrawal alias Neelam
Agarwal alias Neelam Goyal
D/o Sh.Ram Niwas Agrawal
W/0o Sh. Neeraj Goyal R/0 36,
Pocket B-5, Sector-4, Rohini,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110085
have changed my nameto
Neelam Goyal for all purposes.

0040708750-3

I, KABITAGHORAI alias KABITA
GHARAI W/0 Shri SUBODH
GHORAI, R/041/1, RAILWAY
COLONY, KISHAN GANJ, PADAM
BAGAR, DELHI-110007 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as KABITA
GHORAI. 0040708825-1

| Kavita Goswami D/o Sh. Satish
Chandra Goswami. My father’s
name in my school Certificates
is Satish Chander Goswami,
from full name Chander
spelling is wrong. My father’s
true and correct name is Satish
Chandra Goswami as per my
aadhaar card. 0070883755-1

I Gaurav Kumar S/o Sh. Kailash
Kumar Lal Das R/0 WZ-45 & 45-
A, T/F,B/S, GaliNo.13, Prem
Nagar, Uttam Nagar, West
Delhi, Delhi-110059 have
changed the name of my minor
son from Chirag Das to Amay
Kumar Das for all purposes.

0040708750-1

I Devika Gursahani alias Devika
Gursahani Dewani D/o Late Sh.
Kamlesh Kumar Gursahani W/o
Sh. Pawan Dewani R/0 31-B,
Pocket -A, Siddhartha Extn.,
Delhi-110014 have changed my
name to Devika Dewani for all
purposes. 0040708750-2

IChandan Kishor Sharma alias
Chandan Kishore SharmaS/o
Maheshwar SharmaR/o
H.No.36 A, Kh.N0.18/24/1,
Street No.14-A, Block -A-2, Sant
Nagar, Burari, North Delhi-
110084 have changed my name
to Chandan Kishore Sharma for
all purposes. 0040708750-7

I Ankur S/0 Sh. Shiv Kumar
VermaR/o G-147,
Govindpuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201013 have changed my name
to Ankur Verma for all
purposes. 0040708750-5

LVIJAYLAXMI
RATRA,W/0.NARESH KUMAR,
R/0.11/62,SUBHASH-
NAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110027,changed my name to
VIJAY LAXMI,for all,future
purposes 0040708849-5

I,POONAM,W/O0.MUKESH
KUMAR SETH, H.NO-B,4,NEAR
RAM MANDIR ANAND VIHAR,
COLONY SHAKARPUR GANDHI
NAGAR EAST,DELHI-
110092,changed my name to
POONAM SETH,for all,future
purposes. 0040708763-7

I,DEEPTI GAUTAM,
W/O,MITHILESH KUMAR
GAUTAM,H.NO.-FLAT.NO-
1806,TOWER 2, TECHZONE-
4,NIRALA-ESTATE,GREATER
NOIDA,GAUTAM BUDDHA-
NAGAR,UTTAR PRADESH-
201301,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEEPTI DWIVEDI,FOR
ALL PURPOSE.

0040708764-10

'EPEPEI‘..F‘IE'SS « COm

I,Surender Yadav,S/o Shish
Pal,R/o Ward No.31,Near-
Wazirabad Red Light,Sector-52,
VPO.Wazirabad,Gurgaon(Hary
ana)- 122003,have changed my
name to Surender Kumar,for all
Purposes.

0040708847-3

I,Sumit Dutt,S/0O Rao Singh R/0O
A-76,Gali No.2,30Futa-
Road,Kamal Vihar, Karawal
Nagar, Delhi-110094 Have
Changed my Name to Sumit.

0040708835-5

1,Shiv Kumar S/o Bal Krishan
Wanchoo R/0 H-228 Beta-2
Greater Noida(U.P) have
changed my name to Shiv
Kumar Wanchoo for all future
purposes.
0040708826-2

I,Saurabh Bedwal,R/0
House.No0.A27/31, Phase-
5,Aya-Nagar,Delhi-110047,have
changed my minor daughter
name from Ananyato Ananya
Bedwal,permanently.

0040708835-6

I,Saroja,D/0O harisingh
katoch,R/0O H.N0.832, Block-
8,Bapu Dham Chankya-puri
New-delhi-21,have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as(SAROJ RANA).

0040708847-7

I,SHAKTIMAN S/0O-PREM
CHAND,R/0O-31 JASWANT DERA
SDV LAKKARPUR
FARIDABAD,HARYANA-
121003,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHKTIMAN.

0040708847-6

T,SHABNAM W/O HAMID,R/0D-—
16,SHIV PARK,NANGLOI, DELHI-
110041.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SABNAM SHEIKH.

0040708835-2

T,RaniSabarwal,W/oJasvinder
Singh,R/0 H1/101SF,
Vikaspuri,New Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to Gurdip Kaur. 0040708847-5

I,Rajesh Tyagi'S/o Ishwar Singh
Tyagi R/0-84,Godiya
Mohallla,Shikarpur Najafgarh
Delhi-110043,Have Changed My
Name To Rajesh Bhardwaj.

0040708764-9

T,Rajesh Kumar Pant,S/0 Puran
Chand Pant,R/0
17H/565,Vasundhara
Ghaziabad,U.P-201012,have
changed my daughter’s name
from Vibha Pant to Vasudha
Pant. 0040708764-6

T,RajeevKumarPathejaS/0K.L.
Patheja R/0-B-168, 4th-Floor
Prashant Vihar Sector-
14,Rohini Delhi-110085,
changed my name to Rajiv
Kumar P 0040708764-4

I,RUHANT OBEROI,W/O KARAN
GANDHI R/O.PLOT.NO-
129,THIRD-FLOOR,BLOCK-D,
MANSAROVER GARDEN
RAMESH-NAGAR DELHI-
110015,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RUHANI GANDHI.

0040708870-4

T,RATNACHAKRABARTY,Mother
of,Rank SUB JC-42295Y NAME
BARUN CHAKRABORTY,declare
that my old name was RATNA
CHAKRABARTY and my new
and correct-name is RATNA
CHAKRABORTY as per,Affidavit
No0.IN-AS69052527898762V
dt.26.12.2023. 0040708763-5

I,RAJU alias FEKOO S/0 RAM
LAGAN R/0-13/274, Block-
13,Trilok Puri,Preet Vihar Delhi-
110091,have changed my name
to FEKOO 0040708764-3

I,Prashant Kulshreshtha S/o
Gopal Mohan R/0,C-179, G-1,
Ramprastha-Colony,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201011,have
changed my name to Prashant
Mohan Kulshreshtha.

0040708855-1

I,Pooja Prashar,W/o0 Vipin
Sharma,D/0O Mahesh Dutt
Prashar,R/0,H.No-B-41,4TH
Floor,Gali.No-5,Sewak
Park,Uttam-Nagar, Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to POOJA PARASHAR SHARMA.

0040708837-5

I,Parveen Kumar Gupta,s/o
DevrajBhaskar, R/0,1445-
G,Gali.No.13,Govind
Puri,Kalkaji, Delhi,have
changed my name to Parveen
Gupta,for all,future purposes.

0040708763-3

I,Parth Mediratta S/o Bharat Rai
MedirattaR/o A-11, Second-
Floor, Kirti-Nagar, New Delhi-
110015, have changed my name
to Parth Medirata.

0040708855-4

I,Neeraj Kour,W/o Karamvir
Singh,R/0 130, Dera,Asran Ali
Compound,Police Chowki
Bazariya,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
201001,have changed my name
toNeerajKaur.  0040708835-1

I,MANOJ KUMAR,S/O KRISHAN
KUMAR AGGARWAL,R/O,F-
142,PRASHANT
VIHAR,SECTOR-
14,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MANOJ
KUMAR AGGARWAL.

0040708835-3
ILKuldeep Chand Rana,s/o ™

parmanand RanaR/O,
H.No.832,Block-8,Bapu Dham-
Chankya puri,New delhi-
21,have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as(KULDIP CHAND RANA).

0040708847-8

KANWAL, W/0O. RAJINDER
SINGH BISHT, ADD-C-
36,SECOND-FLOOR,
PANCHSHEEL VIHAR KHIRKI-
VILLAGE MALVIYA-NAGAR
SOUTH,DELHI-110017, changed
my name to GEETA BISHT,for
all,future purposes.

0040708849-4

LKADAM ASHWINTAPPA IS wife
0f N0.15742975F,
Rank:Nk,Name:Kadam Appa
Balu, presently,residing at
At/Post Hattiwade,
Tal.Ajara,Distt.Kolhapur,
Maharastra-416505,have
changed my name from
KADAM ASHWINI APPA to
ASHWINI APPA KADAM, vide-
Affidavit Dated-17.01.2024.

0040708837-9

T,JatinMeenaS/o0,Mahesh
Chand MeenaR/0,RZ-95/343,
Gali-No.1B Shiv-Puri, West-
Sagarpur,New Delhi-
110046,that name of my father
has been wrongly-written as
Mahesh Chand in my 10th-
Class Marksheet and
Certificate.The actual name of
my father is Mahesh Chand
Meena. 0040708855-2

l,Jaspal,S/0 Agia Singh,R/0 D-24
Shiv vihar Karala outer Delhi-
110081,Have changed my
name to Jaspal Singh.

0040708870-3

l,Jasdeep Singh
S/0.Ravinderjeet Singh,R/0.A-
45, first-floor back-side,near
Ashok-Nagar,Manak-
Vihar,New-Delhi-110018,have
changed my name to Jasdeep
Singh Grover,for all purposes.

0040708837-8

ILJITENDER SINGH,S/0
GURBACHAN SINGH,R/0
JANDAUR HOSHIARPUR
PUNJAB-144205,have changed
my name to JATINDER
SINGH,for all,future purposes.

0040708763-1

ILJAICHAND GOYAL,S/O-HAZARI
LAL GUPTA, R/O,H.NO.-2,TULSI
MARKET,NEAR MEERUT
ADDA,BULANDSHAHR,UTTAR
PRADESH-203001,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO JAI
CHAND GUPTA,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040708870-5

I,Har Devi Ahuja,W/0 Om
Parkash Ahuja,R/0
H.No.5/148,near Hanuman
Mandir,Shivaji Nagar,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122001,have changed my
name to Har Devi.

0040708847-2

I,Gulshan Gour S/o Dharam
Veer R/0-C-129,Jawahar Park
Khanpur Po. Pushpa Bhawan
South,Delhi-110062,have
changed my name to Gulshan
Gaur

0040708764-1

I,LNAZUK BI,W/0 MOHD
HUSSAIN,R/0999 G-F,HAVELI
BAKHTAWAR KHAN BAZAR
MATIA-MAHAL JAMA-
MASIJID,DELHI-6,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO NAZUK
BEE. 0040708764-7

I,Faizaan,S/o Nafees Khan,R/0
Village-
Nunera(204)Sohna,Gurgaon,H
aryana-122103,Have Changed
My Name To Faizaan Khan,For
Future.

0040708847-4

ILNARESH RATRA, S/O0.RAMESH
CHANDER,ADD-11/62,SUBHASH
NAGAR,NEW DELHI
110027,changed my name to
NARESH KUMAR,for all,future
purposes. 0040708763-8

I,Monika Motwani,W/o Manoj
Motwani R/0-Block AC-66B
Shalimar,Bagh Delhi-110088,
inform that my name Monika
Motwani and Bhavika Motwani
isthe same,person

0040708764-5

I,Saharsh,S/0-Shri Darmeet
Singh,R/0-B-3/334,Third
Floor,Paschim Vihar,Delhi-
110063,have changed my name
to Saharsh Ranufor all
purposes. 0040708848-2

I,SUSHIL SINGH,father
of,SHUBHAM SINGH
Presently,residing at
331,Adarsh Nagar, Post
Jajmou,Kanpur,Uttar Pradesh-
208010,have changed my minor
son’s name from SHUBHAM
SINGH to SUBHAM SINGH. Vide-
affidavit,date-16.01.2024.

0040708837-11

1,SONIKA SINGH,W/0O MANISH
KUMAR,R/O C-11/261,SECTOR-
3,ROHINILNORTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110085,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME,FROM SONIKA
SHOKEEN TO SONIKA SINGH.

0040708837-7

,LSONAKSHI,W/0 RAHUL
AGARWAL,R/O B3-804,
UNIWORLD
CITY(WEST)SECTOR-30,
GURGAON, HARYANA-
122001.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SONAKSHI GUPTA.

0040708837-3

I,SIRVINDER SINGH ANAND S/O
DAVINDER SINGH R/O A-
250,VIKAS PURI,DELHI-
110018.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SIRVINDER SINGH
FORALL PURPOSES.

0040708870-1

I,SHEKHAR TYAGI,S/O
DEVENDER SINGH
TYAGI,residing at,WA-
74/A,STREET.NO-18,
SHAKARPUR,DELHI-
110092,have changed my name
to VIKASH KUMAR TYAGI,for
all,future purpose.

0040708835-9

I,Manoj Kumar,S/0 Kanhaiya
Lal,Address,G-4/43-44,3rd-
floor sector-11,rohini delhi
110085,have change my minor
child name Bhomik Lalwani to
Bhaumik Lalwani

0040708763-6

I, MUSKAN D/O MUKESH,residing
at,501, AMBEDKAR
BASTI,SECTOR-1,R.K PURAM,
DELHI-110022,have changed
my name to MUSKAN
CHAUHAN,permanently.

0040708849-3

,MOHAMMAD GHALIB,S/0
SULEMAN,R/0 4099, IST-FLOOR
URDU BAZAR JAMA
MASIJID,DELHI-6,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
GHALIB. 0040708764-8

I, MEHMOOD IMRAN
ANSARI,S/O-MOHAMMAD
IMRAN ANSARI,R/0-1353,
GALI.NO.04,FAIYAZGANJ,BAHA
DURGARH RD SADAR
BAZAR,DELHI-110006,have
change my name and my wife
name in my son’s(NATIQ
MEHMOOD ANSARI) old-
passport wrongly mentioned
Mahmood Imran Ansari &
Nuzhat Perveen,correct-
mentioned in my son’s 10th-
Certificate MEHMOOD IMRAN
ANSARI & NUZHAT PARVEEN
ANSARI from Mahmood Imran
Ansari & Nuzhat Perveen to
MEHMOOD IMRAN ANSARI &
NUZHAT PARVEEN ANSARI, for
all purpose. 0040708847-9

l,LAnoop Nair,S/o0 Ravindran
Kumaran Nair, R/0-C-
208,Kendriya Vihar,Sector-
51,Noida,Uttar Pradesh-201301,
India,have changed my name
to Anoop Ravindran Nair,for all
purpose.

0040708763-9

I,Deepty Nair,D/o Mangla
Prasad R/0-C-208,Kendriya
Vihar,Sector-51,Noida,Uttar
Pradesh-201301,India,have
changed my name to Deepty
Prasad,for all purpose.

0040708763-10

I,Davinder Kumar,S/o0 Kohra
Singh Gulati,R/0 Block-
54,House.No0.10,Ashok
Nagar,New Delhi-18,have
changed my nameto
Devender Kumar,for all,future
purposes.

0040708835-7

I,Darmeet Singh Ranu,S/O-Shri
Joginder Singh,R/0O-B-
3/334,Third Floor,Paschim
Vihar,Delhi-110063,have
changed my name to Darmeet
Singh for all purposes.

0040708848-1

I,DEVENDER RODA, W/0,Baldev
Dass Roda R/0 -22B,Pocket-
14A,Himgiri-Apartments
Kalkaji-Extension,New Delhi-
110019,Have changed my
nameto DEVENDRA
RODA,Permanently.

0040708837-1

I,CHANDAR SHEKHAR,S/O RAM
KIRPAL AGGARWAL,R/0,B-
124,SECTOR-52,NOIDA,UTTAR-
PRADESH-201301,have
changed my nameto
CHANDER SHEKHAR,for
all,future purposes.

0040708849-2

I,BALDEV DASS,Son of,Manohar
Lal Roda R/0-22B,Pocket-
14A,Himgiri Apartments
Kalkaji-Extension,New Delhi-
110019,Have changed my
name to BALDEV DASS RODA
Permanently.

0040708837-2

I,Ashutosh Gupta S/o0 Munni Lal
Gupta R/0-A-3/31, 3rd-Floor
Rohini Delhi-110085,changed
my minor son name Arth to
Arth Gupta

0040708764-2

l,Ajay,S/0 Karuppan
Kandaswami., Address-C-
3/27,Sector-5,Rohini,New
Delhi 110085, changed my
name to Kandasamy Ajay.

0040708837-4

— L[OST&FOUND™

Misplaced Shop Buyer Agreement
dt 23.10.2012 between Gopi
Chand Bharuka (HUF) and Eros
Resorts and Hotels Ltd. for Shop
A-161, Plot no. 13-B, Mayur Vihar
District Centre, Delhi. If found,
contact 9818524340 .

0050234587-1

Prakash Sabhlok R/0 1/41
Sunder Vihar, Paschim Vihar,
have lost some documents
which relevant of my property
which is situated at Parsvnath
King Citi Rajpura Punjab.
Plot.N0-0601, Some payment
receipts No. PM000075,
PM000076, 50029137, 50029138,
06051501, S0087793,S0087796,
S0087799, 00024758, & builder-
buyer agreementalso
missing. Finder:-Contact
above address:-9910222424

0070883777-1

Lost Allotment Letter & Builder
Buyer Agreement of prop/Unit
No.B-06-616A (Customer Code
977135A) of Unitech The
Concourse, Sector-71,
S.P.R.Road, Gurgaon, Haryana,
executed inthe name of
Responsive Finance & Estates.
Finder contact Sandeep
Maheshwaris/o M.C.
Maheshwari, R/0 47, Ansals
Palam Farms, Near Samta Yog
Ashram, Salahpur Road,
Bijwasan, New Delhi-110061.
Mob#9810006320

0040708793-1

~ PUBLICNOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Poikdic: gk langs = hansby imamad thal
my dienlls) is'am Sh. Ani Gupla and
Sml Veard Gupla Craner O Freshaid
Property Baning MO-6207H, LAGF, Naw
Fchdak Road, Karol Bagh, New Dksdhi-B
by wriss-of Sake Dend, Df- 290102018
Registralion Mo-8T&7, ER-l, Delhi &
B& pal aner warEion e aaid propey’
Flad! floan'Apartmant islane frag from
all sors of encumbrances. Expept 58|
RACPC, Maaima, Mew Delhi Documend
lked with thig proosdy Gk Ssla Deed
Dated-26.05 2008, Ragisiralien No-
4917, 18 mol tracakda

Il iz Fereby notfied thal ary person
or entily, Armicempany, Bark. HUF/
mesnbar of HUF, Anancad insbulion
hawing any clam, any charge. nierest
or lien or daim in the aboul said property
the bass of docssesrds andior obyjechcn
lo thareot. haighe! they may [odgel
notty fhe same o e undersgnad with
documeniary prood (court judgment with
in 15 days feom tha diy of pubicabon
of Mg puble notles, 1adeg which a6y
furtnar | future clemd' chiectionis) shal
be rojected and marketabie without amy
delecl, enarrbrancs, Taw & impsdimanl
Eithilesh Mumar |Acdvoooba) On Mo 717

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

SEE SECTION U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Deepak @ Deepu, Slo Vijay Kumar, Rlo H. No. E-169,
Jahangir Puri, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 617/17 U/S
376D/377/365/506 IPC, P.S. Jahangir Puri, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said accused Deepak @ Deepu cannot be found and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Deepak @ Deepu has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused Deepak @
617117 U/S 376D/377/365/506 IPC, P.S. Jahangir Puri, Delhi
IS required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complainton or before 14.03.2024

DP/459/NW/2024

—PUBLIC NOTICE—

My clients Naresh Singh S/o Late Daryad
Singh, Rajbiri Devi W/o Naresh Singh
and Manish Chaudhary S/o NaresH
Singh all R/o 131, Ground Floor, Policq
Colony, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088|
have debarred their son/brother Mohi
Chaudahry age about 29 years, fronf
their movable and immovable propertied
and they including other members of thg
family have severed all relations fron
Mohit Chaudahry, due to his misconduct
bad behaviour and bad intentions. Any
person dealing with Mohit Chaudahny
shall be doing so at his/her/their own risk
cost and responsibilities. My Clients shal
not be liable and responsible for Mohi
Chaudahry's any civil or crimina

activities.
Sd/- SANJEEV JAIN (Advocate
Enrl.No. D/226/1991

qrerstieh gaT

T TERT I Gred Rl Sl €, b qa Ho-
24/FF, uet o Ho-9 Jummedl, fF Ho-

—PUBLIC NOTICE

Pubtie-at-arge—s—hereby-nformee—that m
clients Smt. Shyama Sharma w/o Late Shri
Ghanshyam Dutt Sharma and Mahesh Dutf
Sharma S/o Shri Ghanshyam Dutt Sharm3
and Smt Shyama Sharma, both resident of
23B, Mayur Vihar, Phase-2, Pocket-B|
Delhi-110091 has severed all their relation
with Himanshu Sharma s/o Mahesh Du]
Sharma with immediate effect and als:
debarred/disowned him from their entirg
movable and immovable properties witl
immediate effect since his acts and deed
are beyond control of my clients. Now m
clients have no concern whatsoever wit
Himanshu Sharma and from now Himansh
Sharma has no right or claim in thei
movable and immovable properties. If an
person deals with Himanshu Sharma in an
manner, shall do at his/her own risk an
cost and my clients shall not be responsiblg
for any of his acts in any manner.
Sd/- SHYAM SINGH CHAUHAN
ENR NO. D/2872/2012  Advocate
Office: 590, Mayur Viha
Phase-ll, Pocket-E, Delhi-11009

VS73883, MA@ TR 1T 3 S-S
Fufy wX efrel § adae # o Am g
A % T R IR A 6 ER T
<ot R3S R <51 T8 T T T JHIO-
& WY IOY-UF, YgIH UH, TG
T g & SR R FuiRa T uRad
e S T AT A R T R
STTCh/ TSR 0T & JIfAT-U ° Hor [re]
% SMER R 99 T0-24/FF, Tef Mo Ho-
9 Jemelt, i Ho- VS73883, miwEMEIR, T
T IREd R S & g8 FEAgER TR
A= 1959 Y ©RT 213 T Aifey Twifer
& 1 fGHF 10.01.2024 H S H S T
2l
A IT® e % AW Radd fRa S 9y
et ot =afth i 1 sl 2, df 98 SHEN
3 # yeRre Y fafar | 30 fgaw & fiew s
fafed mfa w1 e afed A e
TN S, e TR § 9w
Tahd 2 | Frea w30 faw & R i
St e = g Y Refa # ameeen/ e
AT e T AT 9o HW0-24/FF, Tet 1o
Ho-9 o, i H0-VS73883, W T
feam s
ARUN KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
Enroll no: D/8055/23
Chamber: D-602 Lawyer's chamber]
Karkardooma CourtI

— PUBLICNOTICE ]

Know all by these presents that my clientd
Shri Dinesh Dogra S/o Shri Krishan De
Dogra & Pooja Dogra W/o Shri Dinesh Dogra
both R/o D-35/2, Gali No. 6, Near Gandh|
Park, New Govind Pura, Krishna Nagar
Delhi-110051, have severed all their relation
with their daughter Aisha Dogra, as she i
disobedient, disloyal and out of control of m
clients, therefore my clients disown/ debar he
from their all movable and immovablg
properties acquired or to be acquired
Whosoever deals with her shall do, at thei
own risk, cost and consequences in futurg

— COURTNOTICE

Administrative Civil Judge-cum-ARC]
(Central) Delhi-110054.
SC. No. 176/2023 N.D.O.H. 28.03.2024

Sanjeev Kumar & Ors.
Vs.
State & Ors.
1. Sanjeev Kumar S/o Late. Ramesh Chandra
2. Deepak Kumar Chandra S/o Late Rameslj
Chandra
Both R/o H.No. B-1247, Shastri Nagal
Delhi - 110052
3. Vimla Rani W/o Pramod Kumar
R/o H.No. C-14, Street No.2, Jagat Pu
Extension, Mandoli, Delhi - 110093
4. Darshan W/o Roop Kishor
R/o H.No. 453, Lodhi Road Complex, VT(}
Lodhi Road H.O. Delhi - 110003
5. Sunita W/o Hardesh Kumar
R/o H.No. 110, Gali No. 3, New Ahirwara, Khe
Kalan (113) Faridabad, Haryana-121002
6. Veena Rani W/o Ganga Sharan Koshal
R/o 1055/E, Inder Gali No.4, Babarpu
Extension, Shahdara, Delhi-110032
7. Jyoti W/o Ajay Kumar
R/o H.No. A -69, Gali No. 2/1, West Nath
Colony, Delhi-110093
All Daughters of Late Sh. Ramesh Chandra
Petitioner......

FOR SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER
INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT, 1925

To,
All Concerned
Whereas in the above noted petition th
applicant/petitioner has applied for Successiol
Certificate to the Hon'ble Court Under Section 37:
of the Indian Succession Act, 1925 in respect of thi
debt and securities amount of Rs xxx. As per recor
to be standing in the name of Late Sh. Rameslj
Chandra and Late Smt. Ganga Devi-deceased:
Whereas the 28.03.2024 at 10'0 clock in thi
forenoon has been fixed for hearing or th
application notice is hereby given to thi
concerned.
Given under my hand and the seal of the court o!
this 16.01.2024.
Sd/- (Medha Arya
"SEAL ACJ/ARC (Central): Delh

and my clients shall not be responsible for an
act of her.

Sd/

(TARUNA ARNEJA

ADVOCATH

Chamber No. 96, Civil Wing

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

P I g —

PUBLIU NUTICE

Be it known fo all by the way of thig
public notice that my clients, Sh
Chander Pal Gangwani s/o Lt. Rajp
Gangwani and his wife Smt. Raj
Gangwani, both residents of 'B-97
Kalkaji, New  Delhi-110019, ir
supersession of their earlier publi
notice which they expressly revoke
have willingly and voluntarily accepted
their only son namely Piyush Gangwan|
back into their lives, thereby restoring al
their relationship with him.

Sd/

Taranpreet SingH

Advocatq

(D/2684/14

50, DSIDC Wazirpur Ind. Complex
New Delhi- 110052

acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

fallow
No.:

of =0
Solar

Work

Deepu of FIR No.

time

Date
By Order

Sh. Viplav Dabass
ASJ (FTC)-North

Room No.204

Rohini, Courts, Delhi.

23-24. Name of Wark: Provision
gates, Solar Streetl lights,
energy conservation related

Approximate cost of the work:
Rs. 24, 89,674 00, EMDI/SD
(Rupees): Rs. 49 800.00. Tender
Documents Cost: Mil.

08.02.2024 at 15.00 hours.

e<tenders: After 15.00 hrs. on
08.02.2024. Complete details of
tenders can be seen on Website:
hitp:/lawanw.ireps.gov.in

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Electrical Enginear!
General, North Westem Railway,
Bikaner for & on behalf of
the President of India, re-invites/
Reinvites E-lenders for the

ing work. Tender Notice
31-EL-BKN-E-TENDER-

lar power plants at LC
water heaters and other

aover Bikaner Division,

Date &
of closing of e-tenders:

& time of opening of

72-AK/24
on: [l B B 'N\WHakways B WNRadeays_

Office of

HiMAC
FRADESH

P

2

Superintending Engineer,

6™ Circle, HPPWD, Kullu-175101

Ph. 01902-222530, Fax:01902-222299 ,
9 E-mail:hp-kul@nic.in

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJNA (PMGSY)

E-Procurement Notice

The Superintending Engineer, 6" Circle HP.PWD Kullu on behalf of the
Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids, in electronic tendering system, for construction of
roads under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna for each of the following works including their maintenance for five
years from the eligible and approved contractors registered with HPPWD/CPWD/P&T/Railways/ other State Govt. /
Central Govt. agencies. Non registered bidders may submit bids. However, the successful bidder has to register in

appropriate class with appropriate authorities in HPPWD.

pavement,
Parapets,
Safety, Km

to 9/330
maintenance)

works, C.D. work GSD, WBM,
CMBM, bituminous cold mix, CC
V-shape
Crash barrier,
stone, Irrigation
crossing and dumping site RD 0/0
(including 5 vyears
under PMGSY-III

Batch-I for 2023-24

District | Package Estimated Cost (inlacs) | Total cost | Period of | Bid security |
No. Name of Work (Rs. Lacs) Com- (Rs. Lacs) i.e.
Construction | Maintenance pletion | 2% of the tota
cost.
(1) (2) 3) (4) () 6) (7) (8)
L&S | HP-07- Main road to Ratil Km 0/0 to 824.89 71.45 896.34 18 17.93
161 9/330 (SH:- ROFD, Protection of months

drain,
Road

N —

Date of release of inviting for bids through e-procurement: at 10:00 AM on 18-01-2024.

Cost of bid form:- Rs. 5000/- per package (non-refundable) only in form of Demand Draft.

3. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:- The bid document will be available online on dated
18.01.2024 and bid should be submitted online on website www.pmgsytender.gov.in. The bidder would be
required to register in the web site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to
have valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). *
Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in PMGSY

may obtain the same from the website: www.pmgsytender.gov.in.

Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidding already possessing the valid digital

signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

4. Submission of Original Documents:- The bidders are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft towards

the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security in approved form and (c) original affidavit regarding

correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4B(a) (ii) of ITB with

Superintending Engineer, 6" Circle, HP.PWD Kullu, on a date not later than three working days after the

opening of technical qualification part of the Bid, either by registered post or by hand.

Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-tendering: on 29-01-2024 upto 5:00 PM

The site for the work is available.

7. Only online submission of bids is permitted, therefore: bids must be submitted online on website
www.pmgsytender.gov.in. The technical qualification part of the bids will be opened online at 11:30AM on

30-01-2024 by the authorized officers. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids
as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day at the same time.

oo

8. The bidder is not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance. The rates to be paid for routine
maintenance are indicated in the Bill of Quantities. Further, the performance of maintenance activities.

9. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than ninety days after the
deadline date for bid submission.

10. Bidders may bid for any one or more of the works mentioned in the table above. To qualify for a package of

contracts made up of this and other contracts for which bids are invited in the same NIT, the bidder must
demonstrate having experience and resources sufficient to meet the aggregate of the qualifying criteria for

the individual contracts.

11. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays
due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid
updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders
responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

12. “Contractors, who are having two or more pending works above one crore cost, where the stipulated period
of the work is already over and pendency is due to the fault of the contractor as per the report of PIU, their

bids will not be technically evaluated.”

13. The department has right to extend or cancel the bids without assigning any reasons thereof.

5055/HP

Superintending Engineer,
6" Circle, HPPWD, Kullu

-sd-




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JANUARY 18,2024

PN Sher-e-Kashmir
= University of Agricultural Sciences

@ & Technology of Kashmir
Main Campus Shalimar Srinagar — 190025

Subject:  Uploading of API Score for various faculty positions in Centre of
Artificial Inteligence & Machine Learning (CAIML) on web portal
and providing of individual access to candidates thereof.

Reference: Advertisement Notice No. 01 of 2023 dated 31.01.2023.

NOTICE

It is notified for information of all the all the concerned candidates, who have
applied for various faculty positions in Centre of Artificial Intelligence & Machine
Learning(CAIML) vide Advertisement Notification No. 01 of 2023 dated
31.01.2023 that the provisional individual APl Score(s) shall be made accessible
through University web portal www.skuastkashmir.ac.in (Notification section)
from 17.01.2024 to 21.01.2024.

Candidates can access their individual provisional APl score(s) by using
Login Id(s) & Password(s) generated at the time of submission of online
application forms & submit representation(s)/Objection(s), if any, in this regard,
before the designated Committee at Hall No.1, adjacent to Nund Reshi
Convention Centre, Main Campus, Shalimar w.e.from 17.01.2024 to 23.01.2024.

In case no representation(s) is/are received within the stipulated time period,
the provisional score(s) shall be treated as final and no correspondence/
representation in this regard shall be entertained thereafter.

Sd/-
(Prof. T.H. Masoodi)
Registrar
No: AU/Adm(GAD)/Advt-CAIML/2023/18460-63
Dated: 16.01.2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Deepak Jain, Slo Sh. Satish Jain R/o H.No.B577, New
Rohtak Reoad, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005 has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No.141/2022 u/s 420/406/120B IPC, P.5. Rajinder Nagar,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Deepak Jain cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Deepak Jain has absconded (or is concealing himself
to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Deepak
Jain of FIR No.141/2022 u/s 420/406/120B IPC, P.S. Rajinder
Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer

the said complaint on or before 28.02.2024. By Order,
Vinod Kumar

Metropolitan Magistrate-03 (Central District), Room No.150
DP/3BS/CDI2024 Court Building, Tis Hazari Court, New Delhi

1] U.P.RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD

HARDUAGANJ THERMAL POWER STATION,
KASIMPUR (ALIGARH)
E-Tender Notice
Superintending Engineer, Coal Handling Circle, Kasimpur
(Aligarh):
1- Tender No. STET-11/CHC/CHD-II'D'TPS/HTPS/2023-24, In

Coal Handling Division-ll 'D" TPS, “Lifting, handling, and
transportation of 4,50,000.00 MT coal {(Road Cum Rail) from Pit
Head Stocks of Amrapali OCP (SM), Sayal- D OCP, Magadh
OCP, SDOCM OCP & AADOCM OCP of M/s CCL Mines to M/s.
CCL Siding/ Railway good shed siding & loading in the railway
rakes for dispatch by Rail to Harduaganj & other UNL Thermal
Power Stations as per the requirement . Period for the work of
120 days. The same will Upload on e-procurement system of UP
Government hittps:/fetender.up.nic.in on dated 16.01.2024.
Estimated cost Rs.1857.00 Lacs. Eamest Money Rs. 37.14
Lacs, Last date of E-bid Submission 01.02.2024 up to 14:00 Hrs.
Note- Total guantity of work, tender specification and other terms
& condition is as per tender documents available on the e-portal,
Corrigendum, Addendum, Extension if any shall be uploaded
only on the above website. Bidders are advised to visit the
website regularly for updated information from time to time. Part-
| shall contain Tender Cost/Earnest money and other necessary
documents as per pre-qualifying conditions and Part -1l will
contain price bid as per bill of quantity. Tender specification may
be downloaded from the website (http://etenderup.nic.in) and
other specification details can be seen on Nigam website
www.uprvunl.org. The contactors have to submit the hard copy
before the schedule date/time in the concern office in sealed
envelope containing details of the tender mentioned on the
envelope. Tenders are advised to send their hard copy directly to
the concermned tendering authority of the Circles/Division. Who
reserve the rightto unaccept/cancel any or all the tenders without
assigning any reasonthereof.  Superintending Engineer (H.Q.)
i@ : 02/ aftowfo(Hoe) /e dva—1(oz2) /24 fatie 16.01.2024

“Save Electricity Enhance National Productivity”

(4] BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(Through e-procurement mode only over hitps:/'www.eproc. bihar.gov.in)
Tender Notice No.- PR 22/2024
Bihar Schoal Examination Board, Patna invites e-lenders under
two bid systems from the reputed Suppliers! experienced Firms
(Companies/ Agencies/ Societies for “Providing Operational &
Maintenance Support with Cloud Hosting for Online Facilitation
System for Students (OFSS) of Bihar School Examination Board.”

Cost of Tender Temdar
Document | Processing Fee E 3
Scope of work {inclissive of GET @IE00%) toba | —ormes
paid through e-payment made [iLe,, Money
NEFTIRTGS! Credit Card! Debit
Card) {Non-Refundable)
Providing Operational &
Maintenance Supporl with .Eis'i"ﬂ' . [Huﬁ'ﬂtme ¥2,00,000/-
Cloud Hosting for Online| ' Tl'ifusan:;! Thousand Five| RuPees
Facilitation System for| . nooo | Hundred Twﬂ':'n'r‘]'hh
Students (OFSS) of Bihar| gy Farty only) 4
School Examination Board.

Tender Schedule/ Programme:

Particulars Date/Time: Duration
Onling Sale/Download date of From: 17/01/2024 (11:00 Hrs.)
Tender documents to 06/02/2024 (14:00 Hrs.)

(https:/laproc2.bihar.gov.in)

2301/2024 at 12:30 Hrs.
(Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)

e e o oo

06/02/2024 to 14:00 Hrs.

Pre-Bid Meaating

Last Datel Timea for submission

of Bid (https:ffeproc2.bihar.gov.in)
Submission of EMD {in case of 08/02/2024 up to 14:00 Hrs.
BG)in Hard copy/ Original [Bihar School Examination Boarnd,

Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)

08/0272024 at 14:30 Hrs
(Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)

Financial Bid Opening Date and Date to be announced later by
competent authority.

Time
= Comigendum/ Addendum, if any, will be publizshed on e-Procurement
Portal, Bihar hiips:/ieproc2 bihar.gov.in itself
« Contact Details; Sh, Vinod Kumar Singh, Nodal officer - +91 62899
23095, E-Mail 1D - eproc-bsab-bihi@gov.in/ eproc. bseb@agmail com
= Mote:- Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right to Accept!
Cancel! Reschedule tenders without assigning any reasons.

General Bid Opening Date &
Time

Secretary

Epapeerm

OFFICE OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, BRI X N Type
WEST DISTRICT, NEW DELHI 50 | 88A, DX. 05.04.2023 Without No. Motor Cycle
—— e depwesi@dolipolicogovin 57 | 102A, Dt. 8.04.2023| DLI0SW 7589 Scoofy
Phone No. 011-25500935 52 | 82A, Dt. 22.04.2023| DL8SAC 9161 Motor Cycle
. Police Station: Kirti Nagar, Delhi
Proclamatlon Uls 67 DP Act 19.78 53| 198, Dt. 15.09.2017 | DL3SAB- 4053 | Hero Glamour
The vehicles as per below mentioned details have been seized U/s 66
DPAct, 1978 by the police stations of West District, Delhi. SA|L11B, Dt 21.04. 20163 DI 75AQ- 3686 __fAfomo Soooler
55| 40B, Dt. 31.08.2018 | DL8SAF- 7165 CT Delux M/Cyc
Now, in exercise of the powers conferred upon me by the 56| 4A, Dt. 15.07.2021 | DL3SD- 3319 Activa Scooty
Commissioner of Police, Delhi vide PHQ's Circular No. 24/2023 57| 72A, Dt. 09.10.2021| DL10SH- 1473 Yamaha Alta Scooty
circulated vide PHQ's No.3851-4000/Record Branch/PHQ dated 58| 112A, Dt.19.02.2022| DL8SAV- 4730 Motor Cycle
25.10.2023 and as envisaged under section 67-(1) of Delhi Police Act- 59| 92A, Dt. 05.07.2022 | DL1SZ- 1041 Hero Scooty R Black
1978, the undersigned issues a proclamation for auction for the 114 60| 84A, Dt. 11.07.2022 | DL4SCK- 3800 Suplendor M/Cyc
vehicles as per attached list. Any person who may have a claim thereto 61| 77A. Dt. 15.07.2022 | DL10SV- 0320 M/Cyc CT-100
shall appear before ACP/SDPO concerned and establish his claim 62| 73A. Dt 24.07.2022 | DL3SCA- 8481 Tvs Platina
W|th.|n six montlhls from thg date qf this proclamation. The aforesalld 63| 34A Dt. 10.08.2022 | DLASNC- 0649 Scooty
vehicles a.re nfOtIerd fgrthelnformatlon of the general public through this 64| 61A. Dt 14.08.2022 | DL10S- 8864 Yamaha EZ - S Red
proclamation forauction. 65| 77A, Dt 03.09.2022 | DL5SBY-6609 | Jupiter Scooty White
66| 75A, Dt. 15.02.2023 | DL4SBD- 0427 | M/Cyc Appachee
Police Station: Mayapuri, Delhi 67| 100A, Dt.06.03.2023| DL10S- 8040 M/Cyc
SI. o 68| 78A, Dt. 19.03.2023 | DL10ST- 9259 Activa Scooty
No.| DDNo.&Date | Registration No. Type 69| 10A, Dt. 08.04.2023| DLBSBY-2957 | Aciiva Scooly
1| 29A, Dt. 30.04.2023| UK-07X-8472 Motor Cycle Police Station: Rajouri Garden, Delhi
Police Station: Naraina, Delhi " 70] 102A, D1.05.02.2022 DL10SC 5668 “Platina
2 | 96A, Dt. 17.11.2022 | DL 9SAM-7582 Activa 71| 126A, Dt.15.02.2022| DL4SCJ 6549 Activa
3 | 45A, Dt. 05.02.2023| DL10 SV 2082 Activa 72| 50A, Dt.26.02.2022 | DL4SCJ 0341 Motor Cycle
4 | 36A, Dt.18.02.2023 | DL6 SAY 8697 Activa 73| 139A, Dt.11.03.2022| DL9SAK 3877 Motor Cycle
5| 60A, Dt. 23.02.2023| DL9 SAG 6583 Bajaj Platina 74| 104A, Dt.02.03.2022| DL9SBC 4032 Scooty
6 | 80A, Dt. 15.04.2023| DL4 SCS 4503 Splender M/Cyc 75| 138A, Dt.30.05.2022| DL7SCM 1989 Scooty
7| 90A, Dt. 18.04.2023| DL3 SDK 6067 Activa Police Station: Hari Nagar, Delhi
Police Station: Inderpuri, Delhi 76| 33A, Dt.16.01.2023 | DL6SAH 0395 Scooty
8] 68A, Dt. 18.07.2021] DL4 SND 7724 Bajaj Pulsar 77| 53A, Dt.25.02.2023 | DLASCG 4544 Motor Cycle
9 | 41A,Dt. 04.11.2021| DL6 SAP 8859 Activa 78| 72A Dt.04 03.2023 | DL10S 8859 Motor Cycle
10 | 51A, Dt. 11.02.2022| DL6 SBE 6813 Activa 79| 119A, Dt.07.03.2023| DL4SND 3903 Motor Cycle
11| 04A, Dt.13.02.2022 | DL6 SAF 7248 Bajaj Platina 80| 120A, Dt.07.03.2023| DL10ST 3981 Scooty
12 | 31A, Dt.13.02.2022 | DL10 SQ 6648 Activa 81| 3A, Dt.29.04.2023 | DL11K 5489 Motor Cycle
Police Station: Punjabi Bagh, Delhi 82| 106A, Dt.06.04.2023| DL4SCS 1699 Scooty
13758, Dt11.032018 | DL10SH5571 | Motor Cycle 83| 111A, Dt.20.11.2022| DL2SM 2695 “Scooty
14 | 39B, Dt. 03.04.2018| DL3 SAS 2666 Motor Cycle 84| 171A, Dt.04.10.2022] DL3SCK 0278 Scooty
1578, Dt.05.042018| DL6 SAU7604 | Scooty 85| 87A, Dt.18.09.2022 | DLOSY 6877 Scooty
16 | 17PP, Dt.30.04.2018 DL6 SAS 8528 Scooty 86| 102A, Dt.07.09.2022| DL4SBQ 8951 Scooty
17 | 56B, Dt. 04.06.2018| DL4 SNC 5019 Scooty 87| 109A, Dt.01.08.2022] DL9SAN 4663 Scooty
18 | 31B, Dt. 29.06.2018| DL4 SAC 4854 Motor Cycle Police Station: Janak Puri, Delhi
19| 5B, Dt.03.07.2018 | DL4 CC 2346 Scooty " gg| 109A, Dt.09.01.2023| DL6SAZ 9696 ‘Motor Cycle
20 | 3B, Dt. 18.08.2018 | DL4 SBF 4549 Motor Cycle 89| 83A, Dt.19.01.2023 | DLI9SBA 5339 Scooty
217 29A,Dt. 08.12.2018| DL7 SE 6533 Motor Cycle 90| 115A, Dt.06.03.2023| DL4SCP 5271 Motor Cycle
22 | 45A, Dt. 07.07.2021| DL4 SCF 3439 Scooty 91| 115A, Dt.14.02.2023| DL6SAG 9201 Motor Cycle
23 | 71A,Dt. 21.07.2021| DL4 SBZ 4933 NIL 92| 62A, Dt.22.02.2023 | DL3SDF 8283 Motor Cycle
24 | 05A, Dt. 06.08.2021| DL1 3ST 6246 Motor Cycle 03| 93A, Dt.06.03.2023 | DL4SCC 0679 Motor Cycle
25| 05A, Dt.06.08.2021| DL6 SAJ0733 | Motor Cycle 94| 08A, Dt.12.03.2023 | DL4SC 4957 Motor Cycle
26 | 05A, Dt. 06.08.2021| Without No. Motor Cycle FZ 95| 108A, Dt.25.03.2023| DL8SBS 1725 Scooty
27 | 05A, Dt. 06.08.2021| DL6 SAH 2936 Motor Cycle 96| 157A, Dt.15.04.2023| Without No. plate | Motor Cycle
28 | 60A, Dt.09.08.2021| DL9 SBD 8893 Scooty Police Station: Tilak Nagar, Delhi
29 | 84A,Dt. 11.08.2021| DL3 SBG 6499 Motor Cycle 97| 87A, Dt.11.01.2023 | GJO1MV 4025 | Motor Cycle
30 | 85A, Dt. 03.09.2021| DL3 SBC 5991 - 98| 47A, Dt.15.01.2023 | DL 4S DA 0501 Scooty
31| 37A,Dt.19.10.2021| DL8 SBJ 3003 Scooty 99| 137A, Dt.14.02.2023| DL 9S AK 4753 Motor Cycle
32 | 95A, Dt.09.11.2021| DL6 CJ 3317 CAR 100| 99A, Dt.22.02.2023 | DL 10 SG 3214 Scooty
33 | 83A,Dt. 21.12.2021| DL4 SBG 0960 Motor Cycle 101] 184A, Dt.28.02.2023| MP 07 MN 7741 | Motor Cycle
34 | 126A, Dt22.12.2021 DL10 SB 6052 ~ 102| 152A, Dt.02.04.2023 DL 8S AZ5933 Scooty
135 | 122A,Dt.30.08.2022 DL9 SAK2300 | Scooty 103| 22A, Dt.10.04.2023 | DL 4S NC6748 Scooty
36 | 61A, Dt. 31.01.2023| DL6 SAM 9020 Scooty 104| 22A, Dt.13.04.2023 | DL 4S CX 3050 Scooty
37 | 57A, Dt. 06.03.2023| DL8 SBH 3899 Motor Cycle Police Station: Vikaspuri, Delhi
38 | 100A,Dt.10.04.2023| DL6 SAH 0966 Scooty 105, 81A, Dt.08.01.2023 | DL12SC5040 Motor Cycle
39 | 117A, Dt.14.04.2023| DL6 SAP 3023 = 106| 101A, Dt.15.01.2023| DL4SCW 9848 Scooty
40 | 32B, Dt. 25.02.2017| DL8SAG 1672 M/Cyc Hero Honda 107| 80A, Dt.16.02.2023 | DL4SBT 3723 Motor Cycle
411 08B, Dt. 21.04.2017| DL4SBP 7018 M/Cyc 108| 81A, Dt.19.04.2023 | DL3SCV 8106 Scooty
42 | 37B, Dt. 26.07.2017| HR36U 9310 M/Cyc Police Station: Khyala, Delhi
43 | 24PP, Dt.14.10.2017] DL4C8W 5661 M/Cyc Hero Honda 109| 79A, Dt.22.07.2022 | DL6SAM 0648 | Activa
(44 | 388, Dt. 13.11.2017| DL3SBP 1150 | M/Cyc 110| 63A, Dt.23.01.2023 | DL6 SAL 8606 Hero
Police Station: Moti Nagar, Delhi ~111] 09A, Dt.26.01.2023 | DL4SCV 6298 Apachi
45 |97A, Dt. 17.09.2022 | DL8SCV 4176 Scooty 112| 46A, Dt.10.05.2019 | DL8SBW 1437 Activa
46 |108A, Dt.07.09.2022| DL6SAM 3789 Scooty ‘ 113| 24PP, Dt.11.09.2019| DL4SAX 3559 Activa
47 |92A, Dt. 22.12.2022 | DL10CS 1777 Car ‘ 114| 16A, Dt.15.02.2023 | DL10SG 5404 Activa
48 | 89A, Dt. 23.01.2023 | DL6SBC 4783 Motor Cycle ‘ DY. COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
49 |130A, Dt.23.02.2023| DL9ISBB 1721 Scooty DP/9626/WD/2024 ' WEST DISTRICT, DELHI

&y wrdures AT w1 e

Sy T U WHS, 9 A @b dae, v

hizhal

9 BHfed gRT 3mHEE sreudsrelE g—Mfaer
THT Ho-NH/DEOGHAR/SBD/03/2023-24 fa=is
04/12/2023 [PR No. 312755 (Deoghar)23-24*D]
[Strengthening/IRQP work of remaining part of
NH-80 from Ch. 260.000 to Ch. 283.000 (Total
Length - 23.000 km) (Kelabari to Bevapur) under
NH Division Deoghar for the year 2023-24] T
SURET PRGN ¥ fehar S & |

PR 316318 Deoghar{23-24)0

SURAT MUNICIPAL =55
CORPORATION (SMC) |

Muglisara, Surat - 395003, Gujarat FiT

- www.suratmunicipal govin INDIA
Expression of Interest (EOQl) (Online) Notice No.

DC-SHAHIDSMARAK-EOI-01-2024 (Fourth Attempt)

Surat Municipal Corporation (SMC) invites Expression of
Interest (EOI) for following work online https://www.
suratmunicipal.gov.in from reputed company/ firm/
organizations from India and abroad in this regard matching
the basic eligibility criteria mentioned in the documents.

Sr. Name of the worl

| | Expression of interest {EQI) for the appointment of Agency for
comprehensive service of curation, content creation and
execution of static and dynamic display works, along with
Operation and Management post inauguration, at the project
of Shahid Smarak / Shaurya Smarak at Draft T.PS. No. 29
{Vesu-Rundh-Magdalla) South West Zone in Surat Municipal
| Corporation, Surat (Phase-ll).

e N T

MNo. F.'R.Q.-’S?‘l-ﬂﬂli 24
Date: 1&/01/2024

Dr HuNdp-al Commissioner
surat Municipal Corporation

17

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY [ezs

L. No. JHS-ELG-W-T-36-2023-24 Date : 13.01.2024

Tender Notice

Far and on bahalf of President of India, tha Sr. Divisional Electrical Enginesar (Gean.}
Naorth Ceentral Railway, Jhansi invites open tenders throwgh onfine (E-Tendering)
for the fodlowing work .—

Description of work : Part A : Upgradation and
madification of electrical system under jurisdicticn of
SSE/ELMIEASTNGLY. Part B : Provision of Elactric
substation bullding and stafl duty reom al CETD.

Tender Value
Rs. 39.81,8601/- only

Bid Security : Rs_ 79 600)- only. Completion peried : 06 months, Closing date
of tender : 06.02.2024 {12:00 Hrs. ). » Tenderar wall submit the lendar anline uplo
06.02 2024 (upto 15:00 Hre.). Complete detadls & for submizsion of tenders can be

sean in Indan Railway website | http:ifwww.ireps.govin 102124 (D
B ) @northcentralrailway [*] @ cPrONCR

[£] Morth central raibuays S www.ner.indianraibways. gov.in

MINISTRY OF

- ¢ NATIONAL SCHOOL OF DRAMA
CULTURE

{An Autanomous instifution of the
Ministry of Cuftura, Gavt of india)

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
Matonal School of Drama (NSD). an autonomous Institute under Minist
nrgaﬂlzln_?:lnmrrmmna Theatre Festival of India, 23rd Bharat Rang Mahotsav (BRM)
from 1st February 1o 215l February, 2024 in Diethi and uliﬁr twelve I.'..I.IEE- i e
tenders are invited from the interested firms/parties for hiring of services | equipments
for performances and thealre shows in the Bharat Rang Mahotsav (BREM) as follows:
GiNo, Tender
TTenle!r for Hining of camera units & live sireaming service f F"Jr Delhi
~|Tender for Photo and Video Documentation work for twelve cities iBhuj, Cuttack,
|Bhuhane5hw;1r Dibrugarh, Paina, Jodhpur Mumbai, Ramnagar, Pune,
|Gangtok, Srinagar, ‘-.-'ua:,ra.'-ada}
Item wise defails for both the tenders (hiring equipmentss outsourcing documentation
services) are available in the tender document.
Interested Firms/parties having adequate experience in the relevant field(s) are
required to submil their sealed tenders 1o the undarsignad with lender fee of Rs. 500/
& EMD Rs. 25,000/~ both by Demand Drafi in favour of Director, National school of
Crama, Mew Delhi. Last date for submission of tender is 25th Jan, 2024 by 3:.00 p.m.
The tender document is available on our website weww.nsd.govin.
The Diractor, NSD, resarve the right to accept! rejact to any or all the tendar without
ASSINING any reason, Registrar

of Culture.is

National School of Drama

ENGINEERING WORKS UNDER
KATIHAR DIVISION
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. KIR/Engg ./

02 of 2024; dated: 10-01-2024. E-
fendsrs are invited by the undersigned

JHARKHAND BLILI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

(O LA0T0EIH20 3500 T2y
Registered office :-ENGINEERING BUILDIMNG, HEC, DHURWY A, RANCHI-4,
FAX Mo, 0651 — 2400799, emall — cere jsehiovahoo.co.dn

fior the followang work; Tender No. 1.
Biréef Description of Work: Provision for
Extension afl DLS Malda Town Tor

improvemenl of Inspection and

{Department of Rural Electrification)

maintenance facility of Electrical

E ;i E Locomotives Tender Value
_ Time Extension Hl:_htlce . S0 eaE: B ekt
(Through e-procurement mode only www_jharkhandtenders.gov.in £7 14 700.00. Tender No.2. Briet

Time Extension Notice for NITs 245 to 268/PR/AJBVYNL2Z023-24 as per recommendation of SBED committee as £ At el
Follow: - Description of Work: Creation of
. Advance Inspeclior nters  fo
Sk As per Tender Document JBVNL's Amendment/Corrigendum i o z

P

Last date of unllnl 5-|.I'|.';:I-!|'|'|:.--:Il.'ﬁr'|. of Tendes:
I I Uipto 1 6:00 Hours (IST) of 12.01.2024

l ast date uf unllm. "'"'rullmunmn of Tender : U |:|l|'|n 1 6: 00
Hours (15T of 25000/ 2024 st D

inspaciion and mamntenanie ﬂi.'.l:l'-.'l'l"' of
Elaciric locomobives of Indian Hallways

hosal Loco Shed ‘.3-|I|i,',|ur|.'5-|l|g|,|r| Jn

.
| 2] Deadling for Submission of Bid in Hard Copy

Upto [6:d) Hours (IST) of 12.01.2024

| This | hns got the apprm

of the E‘-ﬂl-'lli}ftl‘ni autllurm

Deadline for Submission of Bid in Hard Copy: Upto
16:00 Hours {IST) of 215/01/1024

(Extension of Siligurl Jn, DCwsal Loco
Shed mnd Construchon af model room
e ) Tender Valos 581, 10 638 83, Bd
Sacurity: T4 40 8600 00. E-fendars will ba

General Manager (RFP)

Sd/-
Opened ot 15 30 hrs, on 08-02-2024. Tha

‘ closed af 1500 hes. on 08-02-2024 and
complele infarmation with the iende

312421

' PR No.

Government of Jharkhand
Urban Development And Housing Department

Dhanbad Municipal Corporation, Dhanbad
Very Short e-Procurement Tender Notice No. DMC/31/2023-24

| [ward no. 54 under DMC, !::'E!EI]ﬂ'.I.-J.{L

| Date of Publication of Tenderonw ehsite
Online Last Date / Time for receiving of bids
Date of Bid Opening

NOTE:-

tenders_gov.in.
{11} Contractor should be registered in appropriate class as per NIT
{111) Estimated Cost/Quantity May Vary

assigning any reasons thereof,

PR 316315 Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd(23-24)D

Reference No. : DMC /31/2023-24 Date : 17.01.2024
= [ =R I | = | = o
i) Group No. : r‘ﬁ} Arar H AH wranfe T:;'—I Uﬁhﬂ A | gt MOTICE INVITING JENDER
i | ™ | & FTH g smfal| | Tender Notice No. : RE-DNR-Engg.-160
Renovation of Bituminous Road Emgh;“:;rnli D;Mdiamﬂ.lﬂ?dtl i
S = from Atal Chowk to Ambedkar | |2 % of . TSR 11 R T R
| |DMC/3 1202324001 54 | oo e Tink Ronde | 2:58:11.200.00 5 70 10000.00 | 90 71| | | Engineer, Railway Project, ECR Danap:

= 19,01.2024 At IH ﬂﬂ Y |
- 27.01.2024 (Online) till 03:00 PM
- From 29.01.2024 at 03:00 PM (Online)

(i} Only e-Tenders will be accepted. Further details can be seen on website hitp://www. jharkhand |

{iv) Municipal Commissioner, Dhanbad reserves the right to reject any or all the tenden{s) received without

PR.NO.316363 Urban Development and Housing(23-24):0 Dhanbad Municipal Corporation, Dhanbad

gocumen! of above &-lender will ba
vmbabe upto 12700 hrs. an 08 02-2024

in websls WiNw.IreEps gov.in
DRM [Works), Katihar

IIIITHE.I.H FIIIJI-'IIEH Hlll'l.'l'

B
0 Danapur, invites E-tender for the following

works from experienced, financially and
technically sound contractors, 1o be openead
on 200212024

1. Name of the work & ifs location :
Consiruction of 16 Units Type-ll {Doukbde
sloray) Staff Qs at Karamnasa station
along with all ancillary works viz, Earthwork,
Boundary wall, Water Supply, Sanitary
installation, drains, Road, Path way ete, for
replacement of existing staff quarters lying
pver the proposed location of 2x25kva TSS
at KEMA zlong with LILO armangement i
connection with raising of speed fo 1680

Sid-
Executive Enginecr,

OFFICE:

General Manager, Contracts & Materials, Multi-Lateral Funding Projects,
JUSNL Building, Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi — 834002 (Jharkhand)
Visit us on: www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Email: piujusnl@gmail.com
e-Tender

Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Limited invites Bids (o be submitted in the e-Procurement Portal) for

the following works:-

Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd.
(CIN: U40108JH2013SGC001704)
(GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND UNDERTAKING)

kmph in Pradhankhanta - Manpur GC
Section of Dhanbad Division and Mangur -
Dean Dayal Upadhyay GC Section of PL
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Division of East
Cenlral Radway., 2. Approximate cost of
the work ; Rs. 3.66,21,288.12/-, 3. Earnest
Money to be deposited ; Rs. 3,33,1000-, 4,
Date for submission of the tender and
opening of tender :For submission = From
06022024 & wp to 14.00 hrs. on
20.02. 2024, Tander will be openad at 15.00
hrs, on 20002 2024, 5, Website particulars,
MNolice board Socation whare complete

Name of work Lite of Dt of I-:. oy U”-m!: o f the: office from where the tender form can be
NIT MNo. ( Request for Bid (RfB)) publishing Pre-Bid e g ;
NIT - Nt uploading bid | technical part purchased etc. : Website hitps./fireps govin
Design, Engineering, Supply — — 1 by the gt L I Notice boad location & Add. of the office :
=lgn, L S . v : : : :
T4 PRIU Ercetion, Testing and Commissioning Uﬁ'IF:-E of the Dy. Chief Engineer, H_EIII'HE{,'
N1/ 2025, | 0F 03 (Three) nos. 33KV line feeder 25.01.2024 12.02.2024 13.02.2024 Projact Office Danapur, (Near Jagjeevan
GEET, T bay at 132/33 kY GE5, Bhawnathpur | 19.01.2024 | at 12:30 Hes | upto 16:00 Hrs at 16:30 Hes Stadiumy, PO.- Khagau!, Paina- 804105,
= L‘-. agar Untari) on turnkey basis, {Bihar)

Detatled Invitation of Bids 'L'.hn.h tn-:.lmiu ||1~.tr|u,1|-nr1 for ~.1JI'.|n11a5u:un of Bids and all other relevant

information 1= available on

this regard can also be has from the office of the undersigned (491 04300908 55 during office hours.
The firmes that techmically qualify will be informed for date of opening for financial part of Bid.
Bidders are advised to note the mimimum qualification crteria specified in bidding document. Interested
bidders may participate in the bidding process as per instruction given in the bidding document.

Ajav Kumar,
Creneral Manager, Contracts & Marterials,
Multi-Lateral Funding Projects, JUSML

Address — JUSHL Butlding, Kusal Colony, Doranda,
Fanchi — 834002, Tharkhand, India

Mlobile; +91-943 0090855
Email: piujusnlimgmail.com

fireaal @1 18003456570(FTE deeY) ™ oW A
PR 316293 Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd(23-24).D

Sd/-

hitpswowow jharkhandtenders, gov.in along with Bidding Diocuments, Any details required in

General Manager
C&M, MLFP, JUSNL. Ranchi

UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED Jecreat il i ooy
S b warking with Radway [ lrrigation | CPWD/
(A Govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking) MES or any other public sector undertaking
P Victoria Cross 'i"ijEj‘hs Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun-243001, Ph. No. : 0135-2763672-76, Fax : 0135-2760280 for the following wark -
wredtvy Corporate Identity No. U40108UR20015GC02586T/2358, Website ;| www.ukienders.gov.in Tender Motice No. : GS/E-Tenderidl
E-TENDER NOTICE Open/DNRI2023-24, ltem No. ; 1, SI. No. ;
i ' —E 4 oIt ol 1, Name of the work with its lecation :
Uttarakhand Power Corporation Ltd., Dehradun invites e-tender for Elecirification works of ITBP Border- Provision of Limited Height Subway at
out-post(BoPs), Vibrant Villages and 4G Saturation under “Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme in Tresspass location at Km 05/08-10 between
R B, e A e e . | AR BHE ste B hee
| 51.|Name of| Name of | Location |Estimated|Eamest| Costof |Date & time of |Last Date & tme|  Date of PPN & Km 0821-23 between PREZ-PPN in
Mo| work! | District Cost {in ¥ | Money | tender Prebid  |of online request| opening of Patna - Gaya Section. (Two Packet
Package Lacs) | (in¥ |document| conference in | for Tender and | bid Part-| in Syslem)., SI. No.: 2, Approx. Cost of work
Na. Lacs) |including jonline & offine| Submissionof | online and - ¥ ”-:’19-55-323-93-|5'- No. : 3, Bid
GST mode tender in onkine | offline mode security : 7 10,19.800/- 51 No.: 4 Date &
(in T) & Offling mode time for submission of tender and
. opening of Tender : The tander have 1o be
| 7| Tender Specification No. CCP62/2023-2024 _ ||| submited onlne on winv.reps gorin Upto
A |Uttarkashi| Uttarkashi-1| 4694.38 | 93.89 |29,500.00 4,3.2024 5.3.2024 12.00 hrs. on the date of opening Le.
(BoP) upto 17.00 hrs | at 11.30 hrs 06.02 2024 and will be openad on the same
- - day after 12.00 hrs.. 8. No. : 5, Website
B |Uttarkashi| Uttarkashi-2| B72.84 | 17.46 (29,500.00 4.3.2024 5.3.2024 particulars, nofice beard location where
829024 at |UPlo 17.00 hrs| at 11.45 hrs complete detaile of tlender can be seen and
C | Chamoli (Mana Valley| 2853.71 | 57.08 (29,500.00( 11:30 hrs 4.3.2024 5.3.2024 address of the office from where the fandar
Victoria Cross| upto 17.00 hrs| at 12.00 hrs farrn can ba purchased ate.: Detailed tandar
Vijeyla Gabar notice, eligibility criteria & tender documenis
o Niti Valley | 5689.53 | 113.80 |29,500.00 Singh Urja 432024 5.3.2024 can be seen from the CRIS website
Bhawan. | UPto 17.00 hrs| at 1215 hrs http:/iwww.ireps.gov.in & ful details of
E |Pihoragarh| Vyas Valley| 601254 | 120.26 [29,500.00( Kanwali 4.3.2024 5.3.2024 nofice can be seen on notice board
Road, upte 17.00 hrs | at 12.30 hrs Ammendments / modifications if any shall
Dehradun nol be published in newspapers. bul the
F Darma 2065.73 | 41.32 EQ.WGE‘D 4.3.2024 5.3.2024 aama chall b IJ|:I|I:IEII:|EI'.'| in the wab-zita. In
Valley upto 17.00 hrs | at 12.45 hrs case of any dispute in the English & Hind
G Johar Valley| 4584.19 | 91.69 |29 500.00 4.3.2024 5.3.2024 version, modification | publication in IREFS
upto 17.00 hre | at 13.00 hrs will be acceptabla, It is tenderers
T . p : - rasponsibility fo view web-sita for
For further details, please visit the website www.uktenders.gov.in SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER ammendments / modifications and submit
Mo, JVEE[CMYUPCLIA-Z Dt 16-01-2024 CORPORATE (C&P-) s fevide aceonngly

“SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATIONS" Use LED Bulbs, Save Electricity. (Toll Free No. 1912) "Pay Electricity bill

anlina 247 from waww.upclorg”. (For information on Electricity Theft, infarmer may report to Toll Free No. 18001804185 /

Fax:

0135-2760011)

details of tender can be seen and address of

Dy. Chief Engineer,
Railway Project Office, Danapur
PRIOZ115/RE[ENGGITIZ3-24/52

Motice Inviting Open Tender, On Line (E-
Tendering) Danapur Division (Gati
ShaktiDept.)

The Dwisional Radway Manager (Gab
Shakt), E.C. Railway, Danapur is inviling
enling (E-Tendering) Open tender forand on
behalf of the President of India from reputad

conlractors with experience, financial

Sr. Divisional Engineer (GS5),
E.C.Railway, Danapur

PRI02111/DNRGS/IENGGITI23-24/56
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CROSSWORD 5264

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

plans and ambitions, no
matter how trivial. And no
matter how unimportant they
seem in the short-term.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

adopting realistic expectations
and demands. If you aim for
goals which are easily
achievable, you'll succeed.

i : [P Dmbﬁ&‘fﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁam J
W THAT MEANS THAT THE PEOPLE WHO
MINDS ARE gm RUNNING % 1 p DO RUN THE NORLD DO m' VE i ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
BETRR THGS TODO! | « i ANYTHING BETTER 70 DO# : cverie e o n oo
. ‘ ) _:’_,/ E your favour, yet [ sometimes seem
P E would strongly to have been in vain,
J = advise you to consider the but you must, repeat must,
i ethical, moral or legal not slip into disillusionment.
{ ‘ % dimension of all current You see, it’s all a question of
3

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

It's just not true that The Moon is
problems can’t be currentlyina
solved by throwing prosperous
money at them. Go position, butit’s
on a shopping spree today or also very impatient and
! find some other innocent way inclined to be rash. Don’t
EVIDENTLY, AN WY POMERFUL| TS AMAZING ! AL WATURAL | REALLY = | ALRENDY MY POMER- to squander your money, no expect instant results or -
UNANTICIPATED LANS <AM BE REDUCED WHAT 15 | FUL BRAIN \S BoRED) matter how little, and you'll demand that partners fitin
PHYSIOLOGICAL _TO ONE SIMPLE, UNIFYING | IT? /Wit Suck SMPLE probably cheeryourselfupno  withall your wants.Itsa
CONSEQUENCE THE MYSTERIES(S EQUATION aee| PROBLEMS MWD IS ‘retail therapy" hever stirring up feslings.
ACROSS DOWN OF CEREBRAL OF THE ; \ Fi /| NOW WORKING ON GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) which are best left alone.
1 Enormous atticin 1 Infant raised to do simple Mﬁréﬂ:\:—l‘lm : 3 M =™ 0 ;I:;Hng ;f:;.L;:\ (:_}ﬁﬂ? Yﬁcl)ll’l me; i/llsle:se SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24- Dec22)
. X . : .
SREey) e SWELLED — .f,\ ‘-?1\ the excitement Look ahead. Life at
4 Father needsahand togather 2 Highest score? 3 ~ l that emanates the moment may be
fruit(5) Fine(8) - ' fr_om your current alittle tiresome, .
7 Recording band (4) 3 He helps the priest arrange a 2 = géiﬁegigt?élgglfggﬁe /(\:glal -’ Zﬁ]n;fgl?;f Ecl);gfusmg
1 t 6 :.F ’ ’
8 Insq)ct withalotto ruce( , ), o 3 and biological cycles are gradually the pieces of the
learn?(8) 4 Now it's gift time (7,3) g reaching a turning-point, jigsaw are falling into place.
10 Play things? (10) 5 Highly praise some - H so you may be under strain. You're now approaching the
12 Make profit from a shipping ~ P3stry (4) - The key is to seizel everyh crestofa velry woncllerful wave,
company we hear (6) 6 Held up though the road is ?ﬁfgéﬁ‘;ﬁggt%i;i lr fago er 50 no complaints, please.
13 Tasted differently it's finished (7) . MARVIN by Tom Armstron g the limit. CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
said (6) 9 Boy upset at damage to tourist Honesty is your
: attraction (6,4) CANCER (June 22 - July 23) best policy, and
glgs{-ilfet(l?é? burning 11 Flight path? (8) WHAT WE NEED TO DO IS GUESTION WHAT DO YOU PLAN | PON'T KNOW. NONE OF MY PLANS Work intrudes on if you feel that
B— EVERYONE TO SEE WHO'S THE TO DO |F YOU FIND HAVE EVER SUCCEEDED BEFORE your consciousness W partners or close
t's fatand very wet (8) 12 Shorten a game of SPY FOR SANTA OUT WHO IT 187 P— hy _— today. Think about associates have overstepped
19 Clean the decks for surgical ~ €ards(7) P . = o R ; / . how you'reactually ~ the mark then you must
inspection perhaps (4) 14 This drink can go a hundred \‘i going to put your dreams into rectify matters by setting
: : years back (6) £ practice, regardless of whether  a good example. It will do
B - i your principle concernis you no good to throw your
21 Continue to behave 1 T.he slizs bgsaizrhings) ¥ public or professional. Once weight around, or to imagine
strangely (5,2) 17 Five past four (4) i you've worked out a suitable that you can get your own
g plan you’ll be ready to way if you don’t meet
T — # j move forward. colleagues halfway.
utions Crossword 5263 Across: 1 Firstlesson, 9 Topcoat, 10 Laura, 11 Told, 12 i
Anathema, 14 Orator, 16 Poetic, 18 Cocksure, 19 Abet, 22 Plaid, 23 Tribute, 24 Scared ]
stiff Down: 2 Impel, 3 Shot, 4 Latent, 5 Solution, 6 Opulent, 7 Stethoscope, 8 Naval cutter, T ; LEO (July 24 - AUg 23) .. AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
13 Consider, 15 Archaic, 17 Prated, 20 Bluff, 21 Tilt =1 & z Ik Far fro_m restricting The Moon has now
i i o your liberty, the e moved on and, as
; s e stars have endowed far as trying and
you with that most testing conditions
precious of commodities - in your personal life are
W freedom of choice. Yet great concerned, it must be a case
Difficulty Level 5s < self-knowledge is necessary of least said, soonest mended.
Instructions 5 g 1 < if you are to make the right Youshould exploitnew
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, T—— < T\ 416 3 g 1 2 5 E moves, so please don’t panic friendly Conta!CtS forall the_y re
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get o) every digit from1t0 9 Bl15 2 9] - | —i and never allow other folk worth and build up goodwill
theanswerforthegivenquip. < must appear in each of the 5 ' T 3 = 9 . 8 | S(7 | 6 2|1 | 3 | 4 topushyou. for the future.
—isanail towhich| fasten my ideas. - Georges Braque (8) < nine vertical columns, in g 112 315§5/I81419|7 1|6 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
[p]) each of the nine horizontal 4 9 Even chance Don’t hide your light
LNYAI AERTNN = | rowsandineachofthe S 1 - g 8/1/7]|6 , 5/ 9|3 , 4 , 2 encounters and 11\1/?der a Izlushe_jl. The
é nine boxes. = 1 = 6 | 7] 2 | 6 | 914 | 3 | B15 | 1 | 7 E}(eeﬁ;l?(;glsezzetgow thggg c1)sf y:;?,lwv\ll?t%]
= 2 4 2 53 411 2/71816|9 profitable associations. Happily,  professional ambitions,
. (@) you will gain from all personal perhaps on a partner’s behalf,
EPW.IT EILTGP a Difficulty Level 9 o [ = 4 | ¢ | 2|19 _ 1 | 3|6 _ 8 _ 5_ and social contacts, especially to the centre of the stage. Do
1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy; T | S 3'5/8l2/7'6l4a/9]1 those involving new friends. your best to help others on
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; 3 - 6|9 _ _ _ _ — . . L Just to remind you of something  their way. I think you'll find
5s=VeryHard; 7 4 2 e 619/ 118/4|5|712|3 [said earlier, your social skills that selfless actions now will
anbeig $951091) - *seapI AW USE] [ YIIYM O] [IeU e ST SUnUIe ] :19MSUy 6s=Genius (7p) arenow ata peak. breed success later.
LATOId YINNVL LIMAd AVINI :NOILNIO0S |

AWARD — SAIL

SAIL has become the first Maharatna PSU to have implemented the Anti-
Bribery Management System in all its Plants & Units. ABMS is a
Management System which is designed in line with the ISO 37001:2016
to help an organization to prevent, detect & respond to bribery incidents.
BIS has awarded the ABMS Certificate as per I1S/ISO 37001:2016 to
SAIL inthe august presence of APrakash, Chairman, SAIL.

ADDRESSED— CWC

On the occasion of New Year Day,
Amit Kumar Singh MD, CWC alo-
ngwith Anuj Kumar Dir (F) & Ms. Sa-
ngeeta Ramrakhyani Dir (P) addre-
ssed the august gathering at Corporate Office & showed the path ahead.
Also pledged for more commitment towards growth & greater heights of
the corporation.

ACQUISITION— POWERGRID

POWERGRID has succ-
essfully acquired four Special
Purpose Vehicles for Inter-
state Transmission System
Projects which were bid out
through Tariff Based Competitive Bidding process. The acquired SPVs—
Vataman Transmission Ltd., Koppal Il Gadag Il Transmission Ltd., Bikaner
Il Neemrana Transmission Ltd. & Neemrana Il Barielly Transmission Ltd.
shall facilitate integration of Renewable Energy Zones, immediate power
evacuation & establishment of new ISTS transmission infrastructure.
Vataman Transmission Ltd. shall implement the Transmission System
comprising establishment of a new 765/400kV Switching Station at
Vataman, Ahmedabad; 3 nos. of 765kV D/C transmission lines (including
a LILO line) traversing in the state of Gujarat as well as extension works at
Navsari & Halvad Substations in the state of Gujarat.

MoU— HUDCO
The Housing and Urban Development Corporation
Ltd. took a significant step towards sustainable
development by signing a MoU with the National
Security Guard. This MoU will pave way for setting-
up an advanced material recovery facility under the
broader objective of developing NSG Manesar
campus as carbon neutral. The MoU was executed
in the presence of Sanjay Kulshrestha, CMD, HU-
DCO, & M A Ganapathy, IPS, DG, NSG, & under the
m guidance of Deepak Kumar Kedia, IPS, IG, NSG.
This MoU will mark the beginning of a CSR project aimed at establishing a Carbon-Neutral Campus
through sustainable waste management at the NSG Manesar Campus. The collaboration aims to
implement a comprehensive waste management infrastructure in the NSG Manesar Campus, aligning
with the Swachh Bharat Mission of the Government of India. M Nagaraj, Director (Corporate Planning), &
Mrs. Manzil Saini, IPS, DIG (Admin), NSG, executed the MoU in the presence of the top leadership.

AGREEMENT— OIL

OIL signed a Joint Venture Agreement with Assam Power Generation Corporation
Ltd mainly responsible for maximizing energy generation to meet the energy
demand & committed to achieve maximum renewable power generation in the
state, on 8th of January, 2024 at Guwahati in order to boost India’s efforts towards
energy transition & for achieving OILs target for net zero by 2040. OIL already
established 188.1 MW of renewable energy plants across Rajasthan, Gujarat & MP

DONATION — CGWWA

In a heartwarming initiative, the Coast Guard Wives Welfare Ass-
ociation has organized a blanket donation drive to provide warmth
to the homeless during the winter season. Amidst the chilling tem-
peratures, the CGWWA, comprising dedicated spouses of Coast
Guard personnel, has taken the lead in extending compassion to
those in need.

INAUGURATION—DMRC

Marking a significant step forward, under the aegis of the Blind
Relief Association, Delhi a facility for relaxation massage by visually
impaired professional masseurs at Delhi Metro’s Shivaji Stadium
Station on the Airport Express Line was inaugurated recently. Ashok
Chawla, Advisor (Japan) Ministry of External Affairs; Mohinder
Yadav, JGM, DMRC; Sushil Kumar Gupta, Senior Dy. GM DMRC;
Watanabe Jun, Senior Representative JICA; Fuminori Yokote,
Counsellor (Administration), Embassy of Japan; Koji Yoshida, Counsellor PR & Culture, Embassy of Japan; &
Mrs. Benu Nath, General Secretary of the Blind Relief Association jointly inaugurated this unique facility. Following
the lighting of lamp by representatives from Delhi Metro Rail Corporation, Japan International Cooperation Agency,
Embassy of Japan, & the Blind Relief Association, Jun Watanabe, Senior Representative — JICA & Koji Yoshida,
Counsellor PR & Culture —Embassy of Japan delivered Special Addresses. KC Pande, Executive Secretary of the
Blind Relief Association conveyed the vote of thanks.

MoU—NTPC

NTPC Green Energy Ltd has executed MoUs with Gujarat State
Petroleum Corporation Ltd. & Gujarat Pipavav Port Ltd. during the
three-day Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit held at Gandhinagar. The
summit was inaugurated by PM on 10th Jan ’24. The MoU with
GSPC was exchanged between Gurdeep Singh, CMD, NTPC &
Milind Torawane, MD, GSPC in the presence of CM of Guijarat,
Mnister of Finance, Energy & Petrochemicals, GoG, Dr VK Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog & other senior
officials & International delegates. The MoU aims for the blending of Green Hydrogen in the gas networks of
GSPC & Green Hydrogen mobility by setting up of Green Hydrogen fuelling stations in Gujarat. Other MoU
with GPPL exchanged between GM-Hydrogen, NTPC & MD of APM Terminals.

SECURITY—CISF

On10.01.2024, CISF took over the security of Maharishi Valmiki International Airport,
Ayodhya Dham, (UP). The unit will be headed by a Deputy Commandant rank officer. In
a formal induction ceremony held on January 10, 2024, Vijay Prakash, Inspector el i
General, CISF APS HQrs & Vinod Kumar, Airport Director graced the event. The representatives from the airline
operators and various stakeholders were also present during the occasion. The CISF is committed to provide
24/7 security coverage to Mahar|sh| Valmiki Int | Airport, further fortifying its security infrastructure.

REVIEW—NCC

The Chief of Army Staff reviewed an impressive ‘Guard of Honour’ by
smartly turned out cadets drawn from all three Wings of NCC i.e. Army,
Navy, Air Force. This was followed by a brilliant band display by NCC
cadets of Scindia School. Later, the COAS visited the 'Flag Area' created
by the NCC cadets depicting social awareness themes & cultural
activities. The cadets provided him a detailed briefing about their respective State Directorate themes.
Afterwards, the COAS visited the 'Hall of Fame', a proud possession of the NCC that displays a rich archival coll-
ection of alumni photographs, models, motivational items, & other themes from the three wings of the NCC.

CONFERENCE— REC

REC hosted a conference on ‘Financing for Roads & Highways’. The
objective of the conference was to bring all key stakeholders under
one roof & to discuss the financial aspects of the sector. The
conference was held in New Delhi & was attended by key
stakeholders from the government & industry, including those from
the Road & Highways sectors.

PFC announced its plans to establish a wholly-owned subsidiary, a
Finance company, in Int’l Financial Services Center in GIFT City, Gujarat.
This strategic decision aligns with PFC’s vision to diversify its business
& maintain its long-term growth trajectory. Commenting on the
occasion, CMD Ms. Parminder Chopra stated, “We are excited to
embark on this new chapter. The GIFT City platform provides a
conducive environment for int’l lending activities & a world-class
infrastructure. We are confident that PFC will leverage these advantages
to carve a niche for itself in the global market.” Ms Chopra added that the
“IFSC entity will present new business opportunities for PFC &
contribute to the growth of the country’s power sector.”

SCDAV The first leg of DAV
National Sports Event was held at
SCDAV Public School,Noida, on
Jan. 4, 2024. The event was ina-
ugurated by Principal Mrs. Chitra :
Kant & Manager Mrs. Nakra for Girls under 14,17 & 9 age category.
The event started with lighting of torch & oath ceremony. DAV Noida is
honoured to host four games — Swimming, Basket Ball, Archery &
Squash. Dr. V.Singh, Director(PS) & convener of DAV Sports, introduced
Categories for Under14 &17 for the first time. Notably,all the players
will receive certificates from the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, GOl
& winners will get chance to be a part of DAV11. Recently, Dr.Alpna
Sharma(R0),honoured the winners with medals and trophies.

SSN UNIVERSITY PSBB
School - KK Nagar, Chennai &
Pushpalatha Matric  HSS,
Tirunelveli bags the first place in
the second edition of EduQuest _
- the Nation-Wide Quiz & Project Competition organized by Shiv Nadar
University Chennai Shiv Nadar University Chennai conducted its flagship
event, EduQuest 23-24, a National-level educational fest for school stu-
dents in grades 9-12, at its campus in Chennai. The fest gave the students
a glimpse into university life, featuring a potpourri of events, including a
quiz competition titled QuBiz & project competition titled ProjectX with
noteworthy prizes & scholarships to the tune of Rs. 10 Lakhs.
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INAUGURATION— NBCC

Mansukh Mandaviya, M/o HFW, inaugurated the new building of Sports Injury
Centre at Vardhman Mahavir Medical College & Safdarjung Hospital, executed
by NBCC recently. He also inaugurated Accident & Emergency Block at Lady
Harding Medical College & Hospital, New Hostel Block at ABVIMS & Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital, New Hostel & Academic Block at Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
College of Nursing which were executed by HSCC, a subsidiary of NBCC.

FOUNDATION DAY— UCO BANK

On the occasion of 82nd Foundation Day of UCO Bank, Dr. Sanjay Kumar,
Director was invited as the Guest of Honor at the function organized
recently at Zonal Office, New Delhi. Director DFS & S Khandelwal, Dy
General Manager & Zonal Head garlanded the portrait of the founder of the
bank Ghanshyam Das Birla and lit the lamp. S Kumar & S Khandelwal
inaugurated the blood donation camp and free health checkup camp.

The BIS celebrates its Foundation Day on 6th January every year. Like
every year, this year also the Noida branch office of BIS celebrated its
Foundation Day at Radisson Hotel, Noida Sector 55. During the progra-
mme, Noida branch office head Shyam Sundar felicitated the students
of standard clubs set up by BIS in different schools. Several
industrialists distributed sports kits to standard clubs at the event.

SHOBHA YATRA
There is an atmosphere of happiness in the entire country in | &
celebration of the consecration of Lord Shri Ram in Ayodhya, 1[13
religious programs are being organized in 6very corner ofthe country *

has decided to take out a Shobha Yatra in many areas of Delhi. After |
the Shobha Yatra, a huge Bhandara will also be organized.
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Australian Open:
Djokovic survives

Popyrin scare to
reach third round

REUTERS
MELBOURNE, JANUARY 17

DEFENDING CHAMPION Novak Djokovic sur-
vived a scare before beating home hope Alexei
Popyrin 6-3 4-6 7-6(4) 6-3 to reach the third
round of the Australian Open on Wednesday.

The 36-year-old Serb, bidding for a record-
extending 11th crown in Melbourne, was in
deep trouble in the third set when errors began
to flow and he had to save four set points.

With the packed night-time crowd on the
edge of their seats, top seed Djokovic used his
vast experience to win the pivotal tiebreak and
then broke a dispirited Popyrin midway
through the fourth set to finally seize control.

Djokovic breezed through the fourth set to
rack up his 30th successive victory at the
Australian Open -- his last defeat coming in
2018 --but for the second successive round he
was pushed hard and looked short of his best
form. "He missed an easy forehand and I was
lucky to get away with that game," Djokovic,
who was riled up by a heckling fan as the
match neared its conclusion, said on court.

"He was the better player for a setand a half
but the momentum shifted after the tiebreak.”

Djokovic, bidding to claim a record 25th
Grand Slam title, was kept on court four hours
during his opening round victory over Croatian
qualifier Dino Prizmic on Sunday.

But when he took the opening set against
Popyrin in 39 minutes having lost only three
points on serve, it seemed a more routine vic-
tory was on. Djokovichad a 13-1 record against
Australian players at Grand Slams but the 24-
year-old Popyrin was not about to go down
meekly as he fired up his serve and forehand to
start denting the Serb's armour.

The crowd burst into life when Djokovic
faced abreak point at 1-2 in the second setand
Popyrin converted it with adeft volley.

Popyrin wavered, however, serving for the
setat 5-3 with some errors gifting Djokovic the
break. But in the following game it was
Djokovic's turn to wobble and the Serb's in-
creasingly ragged forehand offered a couple of
set points.

One was saved with an ace but Popyrin
then produced a stunning lob to square the
match. Serving at 4-5, the tension built as
Djokovic missed a forehand, then an easy vol-
ley and then slammed a forehand into the net
to offer up three set points. Djokovic held firm
to save all three and then another as Popyrin
eked out a fourth chance.

World number43 Popyrin was made torue
those missed chances as Djokovic dominated
the tiebreak and rolled on to victory despite
some raucous fans doing their best to throw
him out of his rhythm.

KEY RESULTS

Round two

Men's Singles

1-N Djokovic def A Popyrin 6-3,4-6,
7-6(7-4),6-3; 10-A Minaur def M
Arnaldi 6-3, 6-0, 6-3; 7-S Tsitsipas
def ] Thompson 4-6, 7-6,6-2,7-6 (7-
4); 16-B Shelton def C Connell 6-4, 6-
1,3-6,6-6(7-5); T Machac def 17-F
Tiafoe 6-4 6-4 7-6(5); 15-K
Khachanov def A Kovacevic 6-4 6-3
4-66-3.

Women's Singles

M Andreeva def 6- O Jabeur 6-0,6-2;
2-ASabalenka def B Fruhvirtova 6-3,
6-2; 10-B Maia def A Korneeva 6-1,6-2
; 4-C Gauff def CDolehide 7-6 (2), 6-2;
A Anisimova def N Podoroska 6-2, 6-3;
AParks def 32-L Fernandez 7-5,6-4.

PAPER TEEGER

Rohit's ton, an inspired
chase by Afghanistan,
and two Super Overs -
India clutch up towin the
3rd T20I, sweep series

TUSHARBHADURI
JANUARY 17

IT WAS an inconsequential match — both in
terms of the outcome of the series as well as
the composition of the Indian squad for the
T20 World Cup. It was the last international
game India played in the format before the
global showpiece event, but with the IPL com-
ing up in a couple of months, nothing really
hinged on this game.

But the drama and length of the game - a
T20 game running almost four and a halfhours
with two sets of Super Overs — was akin to a
match with much more riding on it. There
were batsmen taking extra runs despite a
throw deflecting of their body, a batsman of
Rohit Sharma’s pedigree retiring himself out
to get in a faster runner between wickets, and
tempers being frayed between India and
Afghanistan - two teams that generally get
along quite well; the game was one crazy ex-
hibition of the format.

For the record, the two teams tied at 212
after 20 overs each and at 16 after the first set
of Super Overs. The Afghans would have felt
ahead of the game when they restricted India
for 11 in the next Super Over, before leg-spin-
ner Ravi Bishnoi got two wickets in three balls
to bring a manic evening to an end.

The first Super Over may remain in the
memories of some. With Afghanistan getting
13 off the first five balls, they ran a bye on the
last one, only for the throw to deflect off Nabi’s
body. Now, some would not take the extraruns
in such an instance but at such a juncture, the
Afghans added two more to their score, much
to the displeasure of Rohit and his men.

Later, the hosts also stretched the
ephemeral ‘Spirit of Cricket’ by retiring out their
skipper - not the fleetest runner between
wickets — for the much quicker Rinku Singh,
during their Super Over knock. It worked as
Rinku got across to the striker’s end after
Jaiswal had squeezed it to the wicketkeeper -
the run that dragged the game to another
Super Over. Alot to cram intoan inconsequen-
tial bilateral T20I. For a team to reach 212 after
being 22/4 inside four overs is a remarkable
achievement, but it was only the start of a
roller-coaster ride. Rohit Sharma was almost
certain to go to the T20 World Cup, but after
two successive ducks, needed an injection of
confidence, which he got with a record-break-
ing fifth T20I hundred.

The return of Rohit and Virat Kohli has re-
duced the wriggle room for youngsters vying
for batting spots in the World Cup, but one of
them who definitely will be on the plane -
though one can never be too sure of such things
— is Rinku Singh. He has been described as a
finisher — someone expected to score 25 off 8
balls whether batting first or second — but on
Wednesday, he showed he has the composure
and match-awareness to build aninnings and
engineer a big rescue act.

Rohit and Rinku started sedately, rather by
compulsion than choice, before targeting the
weaker links in the Afghan bowling line-up. It
showed thatevenin the shortestinternational
format, good things can come to those who
bide their time and launch their assault at the
opportune moment.

The unbroken fifth-wicket partnership of
190 off 100 balls included 103 runs in the last
five overs and 36 off the 20th bowled by Karim
Janat. The skipper was full of praise for his
younger partner and what he brings to the
table.

19 SPORT

— SCORECARD —

INDIA VS AFGHANISTAN
— MTCHINNASWAMY, BENGALURU
Toss: India won, chose to bat

INDIA

Y Jaishwal c M Nabib F Ahmad 4 (6b)
R Sharma not out 121(69b, 11x4, 8x6)
V Kohli | Zadranb F Ahmad 0(1b)
SDube c 1R Gurbaz b A Omarzai 1(6b)
S Samson ¢ M Nabib F Ahmad 0(1b)
R Singhnot out 69 (39b, 2x4, 6x6)
M Extras (Ib9,nb2,w6) 17
M Total (20 overs) RR10.60 212/4

B FoW:1-18(Y Jaiswal, 2.3 ov),2-18 (VKohli,2.4
ov), 3-21(SDube, 3.6 0v),4-22 (S Samson, 4.3 ov)
B Bowling: F Ahmad 4-0-20-3; A Omarzai 4-0-
33-1,Q Ahmad 4-0-28-0; M Saleem 3-0-43-0; S
Ashraf 2-0-25-0; K Janat 3-0-54-0

AFGHANISTAN

RGurbazc W SundarbK Yadav 50 (32b, 3x4, 4x06)
IZadran st Samsonb W Sundar 50 (41b,4x4, 1x6)
G Naib not out 55 (23b, 4x4, 4x6)
A Omarzai R Bishnoib W Sundar 0(1b)
M Nabic AKhanb W Sundar 34 (16b, 2x4, 3x6)

KJanat run out Samson 2(2b)
N Zadran c Kohlib AKhan 5(3b,1x4)
S Ashraf not out 5(2b,1x4)
M Extras (b1,w10) 1
M Total (20 overs) RR10.60 212/6

B FoW:1-93 (R Gurbaz, 10.6 ov), 2-107 (I Zadran,
12.30v), 3-107 (AOmarzai, 12.4 ov), 4-163 (M Nabi,
16.2 0v), 5-167 (K Janat, 17.10v), 6-182 (N Zadran,
18.20v)

M Bowling: M Kumar 4-0-44-0; AKhan 4-0-55-
1; R Bishnoi 4-0-38-0; W Sundar 3-0-18-3;
Shivam Dube 2-0-25-0; Kuldeep Yadav 3-0-31-1

“We may find ourselves in such situations
in big games where we’d be 30 for 4. It was a
good situation to be in with the pressure, was
important to bat long, bat deep but not com-
promise on the intent we wanted to show. In
the last couple of series he's played, Rinku can
show what he can do. Fearless, keeps himself
calm, is very clear about his game plan and
knows his strengths very well,” Rohit said after
the game. “He's coming of age, creates anim-
pression every time he gets an opportunity.
We’ve wanted someone who can bat in the
back end with a clear mindset.”

Atarget of 213 would have seemed beyond
Afghanistan’sreach, but the flat Chinnaswamy
pitch at night, the small ground and fast out-
field always keeps chasing teamsin the game.
The opening pair of Rahmanullah Gurbaz and
Ibrahim Zadran, while not going berserk, gave
asolid start putting on 51 in the Powerplay and
85 in the first half of their innings.

But with the asking rate getting well over
two runs a ball, risks needed to be takenand a
few wickets were inevitably lost, Washington
Sundar bowling a key spell in the middle with
figures of 3/18 from three overs.

Both openers went for 50 each before
Gulbadin Naib, who had hita enterprising half-
century in the second T20 on Sunday, coming
to the party again with a 23-ball 55. For once,
the veteran Mohammad Nabi too chipped in at
the crucial stage with 34 off 16 deliveries. The
equation read 105 needed off seven overs
when Nabi and Naib teed off. The 14th over
bowled by Avesh Khan went for 20 and the
next one bowled by Kuldeep Yadav went for
17. Bishnoi couldn’t stem the tide either.

With 46 runs needed from the last three
overs and 36 from 12 balls, one would have
thought that the greater cricket nous of the
hosts would see them through, but the
Afghans kept fighting and throwing punches.
The target was 19 from the final over bowled by
Mukesh Kumar and Naib took it upon himself
to get his team across the line. However, de-
spite a sixand a four and a couple of wides, he
could only tie the score. But it kickstarted more
manic drama.

e
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PRAGG STUNS WORLD CHAMPION LIREN

Wijk Aan Zee: Indian chess player R Praggnanandhaa defeated world champion
Ding Liren of China in the fourth round of the Tata Steel Chess Tournament
here, a win which also helped him surpass the legendary Viswanathan Anand as
the top-rated Indian player. After the victory, the 18-year-old Praggnanandhaa
has 27483 points as against 2748 of five-time world champion Anand. PTl

India Superior

Rohit Sharma slammed his fifth T20I century, a 69-ball-121, to lead India to a

total of 212.

PTI

Was Rohit eligible
for 2nd Super Over?

INDIAN CAPTAIN Rohit Sharma
coming in to bat for the second
Super Over with Rinku Singh be-
came a point of contention in the af-
termath of the thriller. Earlier, Rohit
had accompanied Jaiswal to bat in
the first Super Over. However, before
the last ball - when India required
two to win - the Indian skipper
would retire himself out so that fast-
runner Rinku Singh could be at the
non-striker’s end. In case of a tied
Super Over, dismissed batsmen are
ruled out.

The MCC playing conditions
wouldn't have allowed Rohit's sec-
ond entry. Rule 25.4.2 says: "If a bat-
ter retires because of illness, injury
or any other unavoidable cause, that
batter is entitled to resume his/her
innings. If for any reason this does
not happen, that batter is to be
recorded as ‘Retired - not out’. The
subsequentrule, 25.4.3, puts a ques-
tion mark over Rohit's second entry.
"If a batter retires for any reason
other than as in 25.4.2, the innings
of that batter may be resumed only
with the consent of the opposing
captain. If for any reason his/her in-
nings is not resumed, that batter is
to be recorded as ‘Retired - out’."

Rohit erases doubts over his T20
World Cup spot with captain’s knock

TUSHARBHADURI
JANUARY 17

INDIA WERE 22/4 inside four overs but judg-
ing by the way Rohit Sharma was going after
two successive ducks, there was hardly any cir-
cumspection in his approach. The Indian cap-
tain could have easily got out for a single-digit
score —even a third zero on the trot - but rode
his luck and exploded as the innings went on.
His fifth T20I hundred, the most by anyone in
the format, would have brought much relief
for him and the selectors. It would have put to
rest any doubts, if there were any in the first
place, about his spot for the ICCT20 World Cup.

When the selectors brought back Rohitand
Virat Kohli for the series against Afghanistan,
they couched it as a necessity due to the un-
availability of the likes of Suryakumar Yadav
and Hardik Pandya. But there was no doubt
that the selectors were getting cold feet over
picking a squad that didn’tinclude the two vet-
erans — even though the youngsters who had
been given opportunities since the last World
Cup in the format had done hardly anything
wrong.

They have displayed a fearless approach
with the bat, which was often missing earlier,
but is imperative for success in the format.
Kohli has definitely read the memo and per-
ished first ball taking on the bowling on a pitch
that was not a featherbed early on, with the
ball sticking in the pitch and bouncing a bit
more from short of a length.

India being in such strife played into Rohit’s
hands in a way. With the impressive Rinku
Singh for company, it allowed, or rather forced
him, torein himselfin fora while. The runrate
was less than six an over till the halfway mark
of the innings, but once the impressive left-

SUPEROVERT
1iw) 1 4 1 6 3

Ball hits Nabi’s leg on final ball. Afg
get 2 extraruns, Indians object.

NDA
1b 1 6 6 1 1

Rohit retires before final ball so the
better runner Rinku is on crease.

SUPER OVER 2
L

6 4 1 W w -

India lose Rinku and Samson after
Rohit’s first ball six. Afg need 12.

w1 W

India’s choice of wrist spinner
Bishnoi works. He gets 2 wickets.

arm pacer Fareed Ahmad and Azmatullah
Omarzai were through their initial spells and
leg-spinner Qais Ahmad was off, the second
line of the Afghan attack was a few notches
lower in standard and experience.

Changing gears

Rohit reached his fifty in 41 balls, rather
pedestrian by T20 standards, but he had
begun to cut loose by then. Left-arm spin-
ner Sharafuddin was dispatched for two
consecutive sixes, the second one an un-

characteristic reverse-sweep that took the
Indian skipper’s strike rate beyond 100.

The M Chinnaswamy Stadium is not the
biggest of grounds, and with the fast out-
field, the two got into the act. India have
made the conscious decision to target 200
when batting first, regardless of the situa-
tion they find themselves in initially. The
onslaught also proves that one doesn’t
need to go berserk from the start, as India
has been doing of late.

Rohit’s pedigree and hitting ability
when set was on full display as he found
the boundary, and the stands, almost at
will. The lack of experience showed as
there were frequent no-balls, both for
height and width, as well as wides. The
skipper was literally playing with the field
and unleashing shots such as the reverse-
pull, which don’t find a place either in the
coaching manual or Rohit’s usual reper-
toire. Debutant seamer Mohammad
Saleem was targeted for special treatment
and went for 43 in three overs, Rohit tak-
ing him for a four and a six off consecutive
balls. It clearly rattled the bowler as he re-
sponded with a high full toss.

Omarzai has a bright future with both ball
and bat and Karim Janat has quite a bit of in-
ternational experience but showed that any-
one can go for runs in the death overs as the
two batsmen cut loose.

Rohit's second fifty took merely 23 balls
and he later came to bat in the two Super
Overs as well to hit a few more lusty blows.
It confirmed his ticket to the United States
and the Caribbean in the summer, but it re-
mains to be seen at whose expense and to
what effect, as India aims to end the major
ICC trophy drought that has now lasted
more than a decade.

How Israel’s attack on Gaza triggered a crisis in Cricket South Africa

SHIVANINAIK
JANUARY 17

DAVID TEEGER is a South African batsman of
Jewish origin who was removed as captain
of the U-19 World Cup team after an uproar
against his statements in support of the
Israeli army in the ongoing conflict in Gaza.
Cricket South Africa had named him captain
in September, and retained him after an in-
dependent adjudicator, appointed by them,
had defended Teeger’s rights to freedom of
speech post his offensive speech. Subsequent
protests, however, made them make a U-
turn, as they stripped him of captaincy
though retaining him in the
team.

What did David Teeger say
that triggered protests?

On October 22, in his acceptance
speech at the ABSA Jewish
Achiever Awards, the then 18-
year old Teeger spoke admir-

EXPLAINED

over 4000 Palestinians killed by the Israeli
army in retribution for Hamas terrorists who
attacked on 7 October, killing 1300 Israelis
and taking over 200 hostage. Since then, the
number of deaths has gone up in the ongo-
ing conflict with Israel reportedly killing
23,350 civilians in Gaza.

What protests erupted over Teeger’s
speech?

During a pro-Palestine protest outside the
Newlands stadium where India were play-
ing South Africa in a Test on January 3, ac-
cording to Cricbuzz’s Telford Vice, the slo-
gans included this: "Teeger, how many
doctors did your friends kill today?” The

Palestine Solidarity Alliance

—  (PSA)lodged a complaint with

South Africa’s Olympic

Committee calling Teeger's

views "provocative and an in-

flammatory political state-
ment".

According to Cricinfo, state-
ments of grievance were also

ingly of the Israeli army. |

"lam now the rising star, but
the true rising stars are the young soldiers in
Israel... AndI'd like to dedicate the award to
the state of Israel and to every single soldier
fighting so that we can live and thrive in the
diaspora,” Teeger said.

It was said in the immediate aftermath of

ﬂpaper-.ma)'ss.cnm

issued by CSA, Lions, the do-
mestic team that Teeger repre-
sents. Others joining were four
Johannesburg-based cricket clubs, a civil so-
ciety group and a director of a company that
sponsors Lions.

How is the situation at Gaza viewed in

David Teeger was stripped off his U19
captaincy after speaking glowingly of
theIsraeli army. X.com

South Africa government official circles?

It was South Africa that went to the
International Court of Justice alleging Israel
was engaged in genocidal acts after its de-
fense forces bombed and invaded Palestine.
There is a strong anti-Israel sentiment in
South Africa with prevailing belief that
Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians since
1948 is apartheid, subjecting them to racial
segregation and discrimination. About
50,000 Jews live in South Africa, which is
committed to granting religious freedoms to
everyone and has seen a bunch of Jews play

for South Africa.

Did Teeger say anything after the
outrage over his speech?

The publication Businesslive.co.za
quotes Teeger as saying his comments were
a personal opinion.

“Having considered the matter further,
[appreciate | may have been naive in think-
ing that this personal reflection would be
received as such. I regret not giving more
consideration to whether my impromptu
comments would be scrutinised, given my
growing prominence in sport, or that these
comments may be repeated in the media
... It was therefore hurtful to read that my
personal reflection on 22 October 2023 of
Israel’s response to the Hamas attack has
been equated to supporting genocide or
condoning hatred based on race, ethnicity
or religion.”

He further add: "My personal and hon-
estly held view is that Israel and its soldiers
have not committed genocide, war crimes
or crimes against humanity ... On the other
hand, I accept that many people and gov-
ernments, including the South African gov-
ernment, hold an opposing view.
Disagreeing in a respectful manner on a
contested and emotionally charged matter
is a fundamental pillar of our democracy
and Constitution. I respect the right of oth-
ers to disagree with my view on Israel.”

Where did he say this? Was it during an
official process initiated by Cricket
South Africa (CSA). And what did the
process resultin?

Yes, it was said in his affidavit to the advo-
cate Wim Trengrove appointed by the CSA
to conduct an independent adjudication.
Trengrove would defend Teeger's freedom
of speech but noted the comments could be
viewed as offensive.

The report didn’t say Teeger had “been
cleared of all wrongdoing”, as has been re-
ported in some quarters. It did say he had not
violated the code of conduct.

Writing for Cricbuzz after Trengove find-
ings, Telford noted, "If there was a moment
for Teeger to rescue the situation by apolo-
gising and making clear he knew he repre-
sented all South Africans, not only those who
agreed with him, and would endeavour to
do sobetter in future, that was it. He hasn't."
While Teeger has publicly neither expressed
regret or apology, CSA went ahead and an-
nounced him as captain on December 8, a
day after the Trengove report was officially
released.

The Palestine Solidarity Alliance (PSA),
South African grassroots organisation, said
Teeger's comments had caused a "significant
rift within the cricket community" and that
they continue to question whether he is "fit
to represent a diverse South African team
and more so, whether he has the necessary

capacity to lead any such team". PSA also
called for Teeger's suspension from the U-19
World Cup squad and said there could be
protests at the tournament. CSA did not drop
him from the squad after the Trengove find-
ings.

Were the subsequent reactions the
reason he was stripped of captaincy of
South Africa’s U-19 team for the World
Cup?

On 12th January, aday after he turned 19,
in a press release, the CSA announced that
Teeger was "relieved of the captaincy for the
tournament” in the "best interests of all the
players, the ...team and David himself". It also
added: "We have been advised that protests
related to the war in Gaza can be anticipated
at the venues for the tournament.”

Has the row impacted Teeger's cricket?
Teeger's score sequence in the tri-series
ahead of the World Cupwas 8 (24),9(19), 17
(28)and 13 (12). Later, he would score a res-
olute 38 in a warm up game against
Afghanistan. There were concerns that the
excessive scrutiny on Teeger's Israel stand
with unavoidable and incessant media ques-
tions, could be another headache for the
youngster, as well as open him up to further
criticism and attacks with his strident views
were he to be captain. It could also distract
the team from the World Cup campaign.
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Lakshya’s Mission Paris hangs in balance

Coach Vimal Kumar wants regular sessions with sports psychologist to boost Sen’s confidence and not think about Olympic qualification

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
JANUARY 17

A YEAR can be a long time in elite sport. In
2022, Lakshya Sen was enjoying a meteoric
rise. Commonwealth Games gold medallist.
World Team Championships gold at the
Thomas Cup. Finalist at the prestigious All
England. Title at the India Open. A career-high
world ranking of No 6. But in 2023, he strug-
gled. A solitary title at the Canada Open, but
not much to write about either side of it.
After he lost in the opening round at the
India Open on Tuesday, he cuta dejected figure
infront of the reporters. The first question was
about his hopes of reaching
the Olympics, and the an-

"All our fitness tests indicate he'sin the best
shape he has been in the last couple of years,"
says former India hockey captain Viren
Rasquinha, who has worked for a long time
with Lakshya as part of OGQ. "I can't fault his at-
titude and effort in training, he is a very disci-
plined guy. He has a very good team around
him with a coach (Vimal Sir) and mentor
(Prakash Sir) who have known him for solong,
a full-time physio and nutritionist, a psychol-
ogist who has worked with him for along time.
What's missing now are just the results, and
that's what is frustrating to all of us.”

Both Vimal and Viren point out that every
athlete goes through this tough phase and are
confident he'll find a way out of it. "It's a mat-

ter of when. He hastokeep
believing and keep work-

swerwas that he was stillin

ing," Viren adds.

thematchzoneand could- Adding anew coach - The magic potion here
n't speak about it. Butit Indian or foreign-isnot issimple: Lakshyaneedsa
came across as someone o, the agenda, given how few.wms lmder hisbelt.It's
who is searching for clues g easier said than done, of
toapuzzle. close the Olympic Games  course. "After his defeat

That'sthetolltherecent  are,and the best options  here also I just said you
form, or lack thereof, has . need to find away, you will
taken on Lakshya whowas are pEl'hapS hkely be OK. Just because you
seen as a medal hope at unavailable. lost some first-round
Paris 2024 not long ago. matches recently, doesn't

Since beating Shi Yu Qi at the Asian Games
team event - a performance that made peo-
ple wonder why he wasn't part of the individ-
ual event - Lakshya has not won a match on
the BWFWorld Tour. It hasbeen 7 straight first-
round exits stretching back to the China Open.

"Heisinjury-free and he's training well, but
at the moment, he is low on confidence and
he's not playing the right game," says his coach
Vimal Kumar. Referring to the match against
Priyanshu, the former national coach pointed
out that Lakshya was not bringing in the vari-
ations in pace at the right time, and that was
trying to hit through in slow conditions. It is
where he used to thrive, with his patience.

Lakshya started brightly against Priyanshu,
showing his trademark hustle in the opening
game. But was left ruing unforced errors at the
start of the decider, as he started to check his
shots and lost the sharpness in attack."He
needs to find the right game — when to push
the pace, when to keep it going. There he was
found wanting. He's a little anxious, that's also
anissue,” Vimal adds.

No fitness issues

Whenlooking at Lakshya's ordinary results
over the past year, it's important to differenti-
ate a couple of phases. At the start of the year,
he was struggling health-wise after a nasal sur-
gery that was followed by a dip in immunity.
Butin the more recent weeks and months, it's
been a crisis of confidence.

Lakshya Sen’s Olympic qualification
quest needs a reboot and the key lies in
the mind. Praveen Khanna

MUST-WIN CLASH

mean you are a bad player,” Vimal says.

No new coach for now

Lakshya had worked with former national
champion Anup Sridhar last year but has
parted ways with him now. It is understood
that Vimal will travel with him when possible
while handling the daily training at his base in
Bengaluru. Adding a new coach - Indian or for-
eign - is not on the agenda, given how close
the Olympic Games are, and the best options
are perhaps likely unavailable.

On the technical side of things, Vimal be-
lieves that overcoaching is not a solution.
Lakshya has slid down further in the Race to
Paris list after his two early exits at the start
of 2024 but to qualify for the Olympics, per-
haps the best solution for Lakshya right now
is to not think about qualification for the
Olympics.

"Alotof people saying do this and that, but
as long as he stays fit, he will find a way.
Tactically, yes, he needs to get better. | have told
him not to think too much about Olympic
Games qualification. These are the things that
can drain you out. That anxiety can make you
tight," Vimal says.

"Don't get desperate forit, especially when
you are in a low phase. It's easy for us to talk.
He is going through the worst phase of his ca-
reer, but let's find a way to come out of it."

Needs to get confidence back

Vimal also intends to make psychological
sessions more regular and meaningful.
Lakshya has been working with Gayathri
Varthak for a few years, but the coach feels it
shouldn't be an afterthought on a day when
he has already trained hard. He wants Lakshya
to have dedicated sessions to work on mental
conditioning,

"It has to be more regular. When he comes
back from Indonesia.Iam only looking at that
because he has to find the confidence back, the
stability. His gameis to play at a faster pace, re-
trieve then counterpunch. But now he is only
trying to play fast and when it's not working
out, he's not prepared to stick in there without
making mistakes.” Vimal says.

So now, he has to go back to his basics.
Remember what worked for him not solong
ago. Simplify the game. Avoid overthinking.
Don't make errors in desperation. Mission
Paris is getting difficult for Lakshya with
every passing defeat. But as Vimal says, "He
has to help himself, he's a good kid, he'll find
his way back."

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy-Chirag Shetty beat Fang-Chih Lee and Fang-Jen Lee 21-15, 19-21, 21-16. Praveen Khanna

Satwik-Chirag solitary Indian winners;
Srikanth pays for unforced errors

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
JANUARY 17

THE HOST country's only winners on the sec-
ond day of the India Open Super 750 were the
in-form Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and even that didn't come easy.
The World No 2, who only reached India late
on Monday night after their runner-up finish at
the Malaysia Open last week, brushed off some
rustiness and lack of practice at the main court
of the KD Jadhav Indoor Hall in New Delhi on
Wednesday to defeat Chinese Taipei identical
twins Fang-Chih Lee and Fang-Jen Lee.

Satwik-Chirag registered a21-15, 19-21,21-
16 win to reach the second round at the Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium.

The significant disappointment of the day
was afirst-round exit for Srikanth Kidambi, who
looked to be in control of proceedings at one
stage, leading 17-14 in the opening game
againstworld No 18 Lee Cheuk Yiu. Usually not
the most expressive of characters on the court
unless he hastodigin deep, Srikanth seemed up
for the task from the word go. Buoyed on by
chants like "Hamara Player Kaisa Ho, Srikanth
Bhaiya Jaise ho" and "Laal Phool Neela Phool
Srikanth Bhaiya Beautiful", Srikanth displayed
the best of his attacking game till that point.

Lee won six straight points from there to
have three game points. Srikanth didn't give
up, won three straight points himself and took
the opener to the distance. But eventually, the
Hong Kong shuttler took it 24-22. The second
game, however, saw Srikanth go completely
off the boil as he trailed 2-11. As he kept going

Srikanth kept going for the kill,
but kept missing the line -
something he'd reflect later on
justhow he plays. He lives by the
sword, and he often falls by it too.

for the kill, he kept missing the line - some-
thing he'd reflectlater on just how he plays. He
lives by the sword, and he often falls by it too as
he lost the second game 21-13.

"Ihave been making quite alot of unforced
errors,” Srikanth said after the defeat. "Evenaat
the beginning of the second set, [ did quite alot
today, but again, you know, I am somebody
whoreally likes to take on the points and not to
play safe. But the downside of it is what hap-
pened today. I am definitely working on cut-
ting down on those unforced errors.”

But for the crowd that stayed back to watch
former champions Satwik and Chirag make a
homecoming to the event they had to with-
draw fromin the second round, get their time's
worth.

The second seeds started superbly to take
the opening game but as has been the trend
since last week, they conceded a big lead in
Game 2. Once again they fought back, from 5-
11 down to reduce the deficit to 18-19, but the
Taipei pair forced the decider. In the final game,
they started slow but went on a run from 1-4
down to win nine straight points and saw the
remainder of the match through. They will
next face Chinese Taipei’s Lu Ching Yao and
Yang Po Han.

“We have worked alot on our defence over
the past two years and it has brought a new
facet in our armor because you can't always
rely on your attack in these slow conditions,”
Chirag said after the win.

In women's doubles, Ashwini
Ponnappa/Tanisha Crastowent down 5-21,21-
18, 11-21 against Jongkolphan Kititharakul and
Rawinda Prajongjai of Thailand. The Indians
were blown away in the opening game but
fought back well to force the decider against
the world No 10 pair. Buta poor start to the de-
cider meant they were unable to pull off an-
other upset after their impressive win against
former world champions Nagahara and
Matsumoto in Malaysia last week.

Therest of the Indian contingent in Ashwini
Bhat/Shikha Gautam, Aakarshi Kashyap. Satish
Kumar Karunakaran suffered straight-game
defeats.

Inahighly-anticipated match between cur-
rent and former world champions, An Se
Young and Ratchanok Intanon produced a
clashfilled with delicious strokeplay. But it was
the Korean World No 1 who came back froma
game down to win 14-21, 21-11, 21-11. Two-
time former World Champion Akane
Yamaguchi, Indonesian stars Jonatan Christie
and Anthony Ginting, men's doubles world No
1 Liang Wei Keng and Wang Chang were also
safely through to the second round.

The action continues in Delhi on Thursday,
with HS Prannoy and Priyanshu Rajawat facing
inan all-Indian clash that ensures at least one
Indian presence in the quarterfinals. Satwik
and Chirag, having missed out in 2023, would
be keen to get there and beyond.

— BRIEFLY —

Australiain control
of 1st Testagainst
West Indies

Adelaide: Shamar Joseph took the
prized wicket of Australia's Steven
Smith with his first ball in Test cricket
asarare highlightin an otherwise tough
opening day foran undermanned West
Indies in the series-opening test on
Wednesday. Australia captain Pat
Cummins and Josh Hazlewood took
four wickets each as Australiarestricted
West Indies to 188 all out and made
good use of the Adelaide Oval pitch af-
ter winning the toss and bowling first.
Kirk McKenzie, playing his second test,
made his maiden half-century to top-
score for the tourists before an enter-
taining 55-run partnership between
Shamar Joseph and Kemar Roach for
the 10th wicket lifted West Indies to-
wards 200. AP

BRIEF SCORES: West Indies 188 all
out in 62.1 overs (K McKenzie 50; P
Cummins 4-41,] Hazlewwod 4-44) vs
Australia 59-2 in 20 overs (U Khawaja
30%)

AFC Asian Cup: India
face Uzbekistan test

New Delhi: After a resolute Indian de-
fensive display was broken down by the
Aussies in their opener of the AFC Asian
Cup, coach Igor Stimac will need that
same tenacity shownin the first half, in
addition toafew attacking inputs from
his players, as India takes on Uzbekistan
in their second Group B encounter. A
loss would mean exiting yet another
Asian Cup at the group stages, a draw
would leave them at the behest of other
results and only a win can keep their
hopes of moving onto the Round-of-16
alive.India would have found the going
tough against the Uzbeks as it is, but
their opponents’ opening goalless draw
to Syria has put pressure on their backs
to get a positive result, with their last
game being against Australia. ENS

Ankita survives scare
to enter pre-quarters

Bengaluru: Top Indian tennis star Ankita
Raina beat Viktoria Morvayova of
Slovakiaina closely contested opening
round match at the ongoing ITF
Women's Open here on Wednesday.
The eighth-seeded Indian, suffering
from a sore throat and stomach cramps,
overcame her opponent 1-6,7-5,6-1to
move into the pre-quarterfinals. Ankita,
who recently returned following her
elimination in the second round of the
Australian Open qualifiers, was rela-
tively rusty in the first set, periodically
hitting a winner. PTI

Onanaback training
with Cameroon

Abidjan: Goalkeeper Andre Onana is
likely to be included in Cameroon's line-
up for Friday's Africa Cup of Nations
group game against holders Senegal af-
ter returning to training with the team
on Wednesday. Onana missed
Cameroon's opening match of the tour-
nament in the Ivory Coast on Monday
after he was allowed to stay at
Manchester United and play in their 2-
2 draw with Tottenham Hotspur on
Sunday.He arrived hours before kick oft
of the Group C clash against Guinea, in
which Cameroon drew 1-1. REUTERS

Germany's flank-switch style strength on ball key threats for India in SF

MIHIR VASAVDA
JANUARY 17

TO REACH Paris, India will have to do some-
thing they haven'’t in close to a decade - con-
quer Germany. The ballsichern-ing (ball-pro-
tecting, translated loosely), horizontal-playing,
all-controlling,  rising-from-the-ashes
Germany.

Whentheylastdid thatinregulation time,
back in February 2015, India were nobody in
women’s hockey. They barely played big
teams, seldom won against them and the
Olympics was something they’d only heard
and seen but never experienced.

Yet, it was also a period of hope. A golden
generation of players was expected to take the
women’s team to previously unforeseen
heights, which they did. Step after giant step.
Rising first to become an Asian force, making
it to consecutive Olympics after not gracingon
the grandest stage for more than three decades
and once there, coming within sniffing dis-
tance of amedal.

They did all that and more. But Germany
remained a team out of India’s reach. The win
in Valencia that February afternoon was the
only time India have beaten them in regula-
tion time in the last 20 years as per the
International Hockey Federation records.

When they met most recently,a monthago
on December 19, 2023, Germany won com-
fortably; 3-1 the scoreline read.

This puts into perspective the enormous

challenge Savita Punia - one of the two players
inthe current side who knows what it takes to
beat Germany, Monika being the second - and
her team in the semifinals of the Olympic
Qualifier.

What makes Germany so good? Sjoerd
Marijne, the Dutch coach who guided India to
afourth-place finish at the Tokyo Olympics, ex-
plains to The Indian Express: “They are very
good at ball possession and protect it with their
body. They callit ballsichern, something that’s
taught from the youth level.”

“When they control the ball, it's very diffi-
cult to snatch it from them,” says former India
captain Rani Rampal. “And whenwe do get the
possession, we have to work even harder to
keep it because they will pounce from all
sides,” she tells this newspaper.

Germany, they both add, are solid while de-
fending. “But they aren’t defensive,” Rani says.
“Their forwards also defend well. This style
gives them a solid base to launch attacks.”

What makes Germany different - and
hence difficult - is that they prefer playing hor-
izontally rather than going vertically like India
do.They will keep the ball on one flank, control
it until they find space in the front, always on
the lookout to swiftly switch the flanks and
take advantage of open spaces to attack.

"Because of their strong basic skills, they do
that really well,” Marijne, who is a perform-
ance coach with a football club in Belgium’s
top division, says.

“It means that as the opposition, you have
to run more to cover spaces. And if you don’t
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India have lacked the final pass inside the ‘D’ and against Germany, who won’t
give many scoring chances, it'll come down to the efficiency of the attackers. P11

close oneside, you are atrisk. When theyarein
rhythm, playing stick-to-stick and taking fast
restarts, they will create a numerical advan-
tage in different zones of the pitch,” Marijne

adds, explaining Germany’s attacking tem-
plate.

India’s defence — with Monika, Udita
Duhan and Nikki Pradhan at the heart - has

stood out against New Zealand and Italy in the
group stage. But Germany will be their tough-
est test yet in the tournament.

The bumpy turf in Ranchi might make it
difficult for Germany to play their usual style to
quickly switch flanks and overload. India will
be on the lookout for that to steal possession
and launch counterattacks. But Germany’s hor-
izontal structure means that if a player loses
the ball, there’s always someone to back her
up. “Hence, they might not be very vulnerable
to counterattacks,” Marijne says.

As a player, Rani says she went into the

Marijne and Rani say the team nearly ticked
all the boxes during the match against
Germany in Tokyo. The team, under
Schopman, raised their game even in the Pro
League matches post-Tokyo. Yet, they could
not beat them largely because they were un-
able to seize the moment.

“Germany have really experienced players
who thrive under pressure. They have greatin-
dividuals in the team,” Rani says. Marijne adds:
“In our matches, the difference was the expe-
rience of the players, especially in goal-scor-
ing situations. They will be smarter in the key

matches against Germany moments of the match.
knowing the team would But I also believe this
games, endure long spells THebumpy turfinRanchi 50 08 1 Pecc
withouttheballandremain Might make itdifficultfor they should do well this
patienﬁ. “\C{lou have to rie}lly Germany to p]ay their timle.”d » G
outofthem, konisnys, | Usualstyletoquickdy T8 BERS
Marijne adds that the switch flanks. India will in Ranchi. Salima Tete has
mldﬁelders and forwards ook to steal possession been a constant tllreat
will have to be careful to not while Lalremsiami and
and launch counters.

goone-on-one with German
defenders because of their
strong tackling abilities.
“They should instead play give-and-go hockey;
play a pass to a teammate, run around the de-
fender and receive the ball back,” Marijne adds.

It requires telepathic understanding be-
tween players but that’s how India played
against Australia in the quarterfinals of the
Tokyo Olympics, which remains one of the
team’s biggest wins ever.

Neha Goyal have used
their speed intelligently.
But India have lacked the
final pass in the attacking third and against a
team like Germany, who won'’t give many scor-
ing chances, it'll come down to how efficient
the attackers will be. And that, eventually, could
be the difference.

India haven’t beaten Germany in almost a
decade. There’s an Olympic-size carrot dan-
gling in front of them to end the dubious run.
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